
September 17, 2020

Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church,

The 2020 Congregational Nominating Committee, comprised of Elders JP DiMaggio, Mary Lynn Thomson, Katie 
Doerr Parker – Chair, Deacon Robin Fosheim, and At- Large members Callie Feyen, Dan Francis, Susan Holmes, Bon-
nie Palmquist and Cassie Stem, has prayerfully completed its selection of the following members of First Presbyterian 
Church of Ann Arbor, for positions of Elder, Deacon and Congregational Nominating Committee member for consid-
eration and election by the members of First Presbyterian Church.

This important virtual meeting will be held this coming Sunday, September 20, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. All selected mem-
bers have agreed to serve in the following positions, should they be so elected. Nominations may come from the attend-
ing congregation members, however any nominee must be a member in good standing, have been contacted ahead of 
the meeting, and agreed to the nomination. Your attendance at this important meeting is prayerfully requested! Join the 
Congregational Meeting via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81405844049.

Nominees for Elder: three- year term: 8/8
Jennifer Day
Kate Kraft
Steve McKenny
Renee Mulcrone
Keith Molin
Jean Song
Len Rezmierski
Deanne Woodruff

Nominees for Deacon: three-year term: 18/18
Betty Anderson
Anne Andrus 
Sharon Dort 
Carol Downton
Jennifer Edwards
Pam Ehrhart
Kim Byers Granito
Kathy Hillig
Nicole Jolliet
Catherine Kendall
Linda Koos
Chris Lin
Betsy McCallister
Angie Miller
Nelly Petrock
Brad Taylor
Nancy Tena
Felicity Williams

Nominees for CNC:  
Three Elders will continue on the CNC 

JP DiMaggio
Katie Doerr Parker 
Mary Lynn Thomson

New Selected Deacon representative
John LeDuc

At-Large member
Cassie Stem

New Nominees – to elect:
Becky (Rebecca) Gaffney - At-Large; two year term
Downs Herold - At-Large; two year term
Pat Liljestrand -  At-Large; two year term
Elisabeth VanVliet - At- Large; two year term

Yours in Christ,

Katie Doerr Parker,  Chairperson, CNC



DEACONS – CLASS OF 2023
Betty Anderson
     I live in Scio Township, northwest of Ann Arbor and have been a mem-
ber of First Pres since 1966.
     Some of my favorite memories at First Pres are helping with the Boar’s 
Head Festival and watching my kids take part in the Christmas Pageant.
     I accepted the nomination for Deacon because I have not served on a 
church board for several years and would like to do so again.  This will be 
my third time as Deacon (and Elder twice).

Anne Andrus
     I live in the Ann Arbor Hills area of Ann Arbor and have been a mem-
ber of First Pres since 2018.
     A favorite memory is the wonderful fellowship of the women from First 
Pres on the Via Francegina in Italy.  And the glorious music here!
     I gratefully accepted the nomination because I wanted to become more 
involved and in service to First Pres.  I look forward to the growth and feel 
humbled and honored to be asked.

Kim Byers-Granito
     I live in the northeast side of Ann Arbor and have been member of First 
Pres since 1980.
     I have been a member of First Pres for more than 40 years except for 
3 years in the early 1980’s.  We moved to Commack, NY and the pastor 
there baptized our first child in 1984.  We returned to First Pres in 1985.  
Nine years later that same pastor came to first Pres as senior pastor.  His 
name was Michael Lindvall.  Imagine my surprise!  There are so many 
happy First Pres memories:  our wedding, baptisms (our other two chil-
dren and a few grandchildren), Boars Head Festivals, children’s choir, even 
cookie-baking.
     I have been a member during periods of steady calm, and also periods 
of great transition.  As we move forward in a new “in-between” time I see 
this as a period of new opportunities to serve our church, its members and 
our community.  I hope to get to know the members a bit better and help 
them in any way that I can – even if it involves cookie baking.

Sharon Dort
     I live in downtown Ann Arbor with my husband Dallas.  We have six 
granddaughters and enjoy spending time with them.  I have been a mem-
ber of First Pres since 2011.
     My favorite memory is getting married at First Pres.
     This is my second time to accept a nomination for Deacon.  I served 
as a Deacon in 2013-2016.  It was a wonderful experience and a good 
amount of work, but it was also rewarding.  It’s a nice way to get to know 
people and a very rewarding experience.



Carol Downton
     I live in Ypsilanti and have been a member of First Pres since 2014.
     I have many memories about our early days at First Pres but the 
over-riding memories all concern our feeling of welcoming and belonging.  
We knew we had found our church home!
 I have re-upped for another term as Deacon because I love being a 
Deacon and feel the real work of the church is caring, shepherding, and 
being the Hands of God for God’s people.

Jennifer Edwards
     I live on the West Side of Ann Arbor and have been a member of First 
Pres since 2004.
     I have many favorite memories of my time at First Pres, including 
Wednesday 2:42, watching our two boys sing in the choir and perform 
in the Christmas Pageant, the all-church retreat on Mackinac Island and 
Sunday worship.
     I accepted the nomination for Deacon to help First Pres care for our 
members and strengthen connections in a time of great need and physical 
separation.

Pam Ehrhart
     I live on Whittier Court in Ann Arbor and have been a member of First 
Pres since 2013.
     I have too many memories to list, but if someone mentions First Pres in 
conversation, the comfortable vision that comes to mind is the view from 
the chancel, encompassing a full sanctuary, and including the back of a 
robed pastor preaching from the pulpit.  That view also includes the back 
of the communion table.  As you can guess, many of my fond memories 
are related to the choir.
     I have been Deacon for the past three years.  First Pres is my church 
community and continuing as a Deacon is how I help my church maintain 
community, especially in this difficult time.

Kathy Hillig
     I live in Lodi Township and have been a member of First Pres since 
1980.
     My favorite memory is of our wedding service on a hot August day.
     I have already served as an Elder twice, and now that I’m retired, have 
more time to serve as a Deacon.  It will be a challenge for me, as I’m not 
a people person and hate making phone calls.  You will see more emails 
from me than calls.



Nicole Jolliet
     I live north east of Ann Arbor and have been a member of First Pres 
since 2006.
     I was amazed, and still am, at how God put together a team of leaders 
when we started the Stephen Ministry.  Members who did not know each 
other, but had just the skill, talents and complementarity that were neces-
sary – a wonderful memory.
     I accepted the nomination for Deacon because caring and intercession 
are important to me.

C. Catherine Kendall
     I live in the region around First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor and 
have been a member since 2005.
     I remember finally getting through the many coffee hours that it took, 
to find, at last, a small group of friends with whom I felt it possible to be 
deeply safe and with whom I was able to share personal laughs and hu-
mor.  Especially because the effect of that joy seemed to positively ripple 
through the church building.  This, with the knowledge that the social 
aspect of the hall is daunting for those new to our space.
 I accepted my nomination because I wanted to so much and because I 
couldn’t say no.

Linda Stone Koos
     I live in Saline and have been a member of First Pres since 2018.
     I have enjoyed Mature Ministries Lunch and Learn lunches and the day 
trips with groups.  I appreciate the spiritual and learning opportunities 
First Pres offers.
     I’m honored to accept a nomination as a Deacon.  The welcome and 
warmth of the Church has been overwhelming since my first encounter 
and I look forward to continuing the positive outreach of the Church.

Chris Lin
     I live in the Oak Valley area of Ann Arbor and have been a member of 
First Pres since 1994.
     My cherished memories at First Pres include my own baptism, tak-
ing communion, my daughter Amanda’s baptism, serving the homeless 
Wednesday night meals, Christmas Eve service and celebrating Christ’s life 
with the life of the Church.
     I served as a Deacon with class of 2009.  This time, I felt called – my father 
passed at Easter from Covid-19, and the Church (Deacons, Pastors, and for-
mer Pastors) were all so helpful in preparing for the inevitable and assisting 
the family’s healing after his death.  I’m really appreciative of all the Church 
has done for me, so when called I felt honored to serve again as Deacon.



Betsy McCallister
    I live in Ann Arbor Hills, a little over a mile from First Pres.  I became a 
member of First Pres in 1992, joining with my husband Ben.
     I have so many memories at First Pres.  Today, I would pick my mem-
ories working with our awesome youth, fellow teachers and staff – teach-
ing and doing local mission.
     I am honored to accept my nomination to serve as a Deacon.  I look 
forward to helping spread the love, joy and hope in Christ that I have 
experienced in community at First Pres.

Angie Miller
     I live in Ann Arbor Hills and have been a member of First Pres since 
1970.
     I remember the fund raiser for Montieth Hall.  A member paid for a 
dinner for all members.  It was held at a U of M field house.  It was pow-
erful to see at least 1,000 members all together (maybe 1,500?).  We were 
all dining together for a common cause.  It also allowed me to see our 
church as a whole.
     I very much enjoyed being a Deacon a few years ago.  It is wonderful to 
connect with members in a closer way.  It brought joy to me and I hope to 
those I met.

Nelly Petrock
     I live in the Lansdowne area behind Pioneer High School and have 
been a member of First Pres since 1988.
     I don’t have a specific favorite memory, but have always felt “at home” 
at Firs Pres.  I particularly love our choir, organ and orchestra music.
     I had been asked to be a Deacon the last few years but didn’t feel the 
time was right.  I had already decided that if asked again I would accept.

Brad Taylor
I live in the northwest side of Ann Arbor (Newport Rd. area) and I have 
been a member of First Pres since 2014.
     My favorite time at First Pres is any Christmas Eve service and all of 
the 30 outings I’ve coordinated for our Mature Ministries program.
     I loved my first term as a Deacon and now that I’m retired, I’m eager to 
serve once again.  So much more to do.



Nancy Tena
     I live in the “Dicken Neighborhood” on the west side of Ann Arbor and 
have been a member of First Pres since 2015.
     My favorite memory at First Pres is really all of the worship services I 
have attended.  I appreciate the welcoming atmosphere, the messages by 
the ministers and love the music – singing, piano, organist, orchestra and 
bell choir.  I feel God’s presence and love.
     I accepted the nomination to serve as a Deacon because it gives me 
an opportunity to serve others and live out my faith and love of God.  As 
stated in the Prayer for Peace of St. Francis of Assisi, “Grant that I may not 
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to under-
stand, to be loved as to love; for it is giving that we receive, it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”

Felicity Williams
I live at University Commons just north of Huron High School in Ann 
Arbor.  I became a member of First Pres in 2017.
     One of my favorite memories at First Pres was working at the student 
end-of-term pancake midnight meal.
     I accepted the nomination for Deacon as a way of putting my faith into 
action.



ELDERS – CLASS OF 2023
Jennifer Day
     I live in Ann Arbor and have been a member of First Pres since 2017.
     My favorite memory at First Pres was the day I finally joined the 
Church.  I have been a life-long Presbyterian and moved to Ann Arbor 
for grad school.  I attended First Pres for many years before finally real-
izing that Ann Arbor was now my permanent home and transferred my 
membership.
     I think it is important to be an active member and to volunteer and 
serve the organizations that are meaningful to your life.  I love being an 
active member of our church community and giving back in this way. 
Being an Elder is important to me and my commitment to the church.

Kate Kraft
     I live in Barton Hills and have been a member of First Pres since 2012.
     My favorite memory at First Pres is celebrating Christmas with my 
three little girls playing angels and star bearers in the Christmas Eve 
Pageant.
     I have prayed the Lord would help me find more paths to share 
Christ’s love.  I believe the role of Elder is my calling and am honored to 
serve Him in this way.

Steve McKenny
     I live in south west Ann Arbor and have been a member of First Pres 
since 1981.
     Nothing can top my memory of getting married in our sanctuary!
     I accepted the nomination as Elder because I love this church and 
want to do my part to help us grow through the next few years.

Keith Molin
     I live three blocks West of Main Street in Ann Arbor and have been a 
member of First Pres since 1985.
     Two memories come to mind as favorite experiences.  First, being a 
member of the Pastoral Nominating Committee that brought Michael 
Lindvall to First Pres.  Second, being one of three chair-persons for the 
“Forward in Faith” capital campaign of the late 90’s.
 After 50 years of service in state government and higher education I 
spent a career in committee work.  I can say with certainty that my most 
rewarding experiences have been my service on the pastor nominating 
committee and my previous term as an Elder.
 I see serving again as an Elder not only as an opportunity but as a gift.



Renee Mulcrone
     I live in Whitmore Lake and have been a member of First Pres since 
1999.
     One of my favorite memories at First Pres is having my son baptized at 
First Pres.
     I accepted my nomination as Elder because I have nothing else to do 
(LOL! – NOT TRUE).  I hope to contribute something to the Church.

Len Rezmierski
     I live on the East Side of Ann Arbor by Gallup Park and have been a 
member of First Pres since 1975.
     My favorite memory at First Pres is when Virginia and I chose to join 
First Pres after visiting numerous churches in Ann Arbor.
     I was unable to serve as an Elder previously due to my career de-
mands.  I am delighted and now ready to serve in this capacity and say 
thanks for the invitation.

Jean Song
     I live in West Side Ann Arbor and have been a First Pres member 
since 2005.
     My favorite memory at First Pres was being baptized one week before 
my own daughter was baptized when we moved back to Ann Arbor; it’s a 
precious memory for me.
     I often struggle when opportunities to serve the church are present-
ed to me because of an overwhelming sense of imposter syndrome and 
my own anxieties about not having the theological knowledge that the 
church deserves.  At the same time, I feel that God is calling me to help 
move the church forward in its mission to serve our congregation and 
our community, especially as we consider how we must work to address 
social justice and inclusivity to which, as a person of color, I hope to bring 
a diverse voice and perspective.

Deanne Woodruff
     I live on the west side of Ann Arbor and I have been a member of First 
Pres since 1992.
     My favorite memory of First Pres is the eight years I spent as an active 
Stephen Minister.  It was a privilege to walk with others as a spiritual friend.
     I accepted the nomination to serve as an Elder during this time of tran-
sition because it is an opportunity to help keep First Pres vibrant and alive 
for the next 200 years.  I believe the teachings of Jesus and the good news 
of the Gospel are relevant to the issues we face today.  Together, with God’s 
help and the Holy Spirit, we can create a healthy future for this Church.


