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 Easing into the life of First Pres/Ann Arbor is like trying 
to get a sip of water from a fire hose: the only way to do it is to 
take the plunge – so here goes!
 Having spent the most recent chapter of my ministry in 
the super-secular bastion of a liberal arts college, coming to join 
your work here has got me thinking about the power of being 
part of an overtly and unapologetically religious community – 
and about the commitment that undergirds it.  In his book The 
Second Mountain – which some of you are reading in prepara-
tion for a conversation on October 6 – journalist David Brooks 
finds the benefit of religion (richer than “spirituality”) in the 
power of a communal commitment to shape identity, character 
and wellbeing.  “[F]or most people spirituality lasts and deepens 
only if it is lived out within that maddening community called 
institutionalized religion.  Religions embed the love of God in 
holidays, stories, practices, and rituals, and make them solid 
and enduring.  As Rabbi David Wolpe once wrote, ‘Spirituality 
is an emotion.  Religion is an obligation. Spirituality soothes.  
Religion mobilizes.  Spirituality is satisfied with itself.  Religion 
is dissatisfied with the world.’”
 The phrase “that maddening community called institu-
tionalized religion” sent a familiar jolt through me.  Most of the 
students with whom I worked at Williams leapt to disassociate 
themselves from ‘organized religion’.  Maybe some of you feel 
that way, too.  The institutions that are supposed to give visible 
structure to the spiritual practice and ethical gravitas of the 
ministry of Jesus have taken a lot of bruising lately – some of it 
self-inflicted.  But I think Brooks (and Rabbi Wolpe) are right 
that religion asks more of us – because it asks communally, and 
because it always requires critical thinking about ourselves, our 
institutions and the world.  To make a commitment to religion 
is an act, not of sheep-ish following or mindless conformity, but 
of communal, critical courage.

 I was drawn to Ann Arbor to live and work with you by the 
palpable sense of courage and commitment in your religious life 
together.  Oh, of course, each of us has times of doubt, frus-
tration, disillusionment with the less-than-graceful lurchings 
of human institutions.  (I admire the honesty with which you 
thought about “abiding in the messiness” of life together last 
Lent!)  But I feel proud to become part of a community of faith 
that’s trying to be intentional about mobilizing, for the sake of 
transforming things about the world that ought to dissatisfy (or 
worry, or grieve, or outrage) us.  The life you’re cultivating, this 
fall, is pro-active and forward-looking.  I hope it’s even soothing 
sometimes.  You know a lot about how messy and maddening it 
can also be; we’re all implicated in that.  But still you’re working 
hard, week by week, to do nothing less than embed the love of 
God in stories, practices and rituals – and, I would add, in poli-
cies and priorities and programs – that will give solid, enduring 
shape to the love and justice of Jesus Christ in the world.  This 
season of stewardship is one particularly visible moment in the 
year when our religious life leads us to contemplate our com-
mitments, to make them real and to rediscover their joy.
 Remember that the word “religion” comes from Latin roots 
that signify reconnection (re-ligio – think “ligaments”).  What 
we’re trying to do together, really, is put things back together 
that have come apart – in the name 
of Jesus, and with the love of Jesus.  
That’s our commitment; that’s our life 
together.  And it fills me with delight 
and hope to be sharing it with you for 
a little while!

Faithfully,  Rick Spalding

Arrrr!! Staff celebrating international Talk Like a 
Pirate Day, September 19.

Celebrating Helen Emmons 99th Birthday!
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Financial Stewardship

 “Make God’s Love Visible.” Through the leadership and wisdom provided by the Mission & Vision Task Forces in 2017 and 
2018, we as a church have chosen this as our mission. It seems simple, but it’s powerful and gives us clarity. 
 This year’s Stewardship Committee has adopted this mission statement as the theme of the 2020 Campaign.  If you did not pick 
up your stewardship packet in the Social Hall on Sunday, September 29, one will be coming to you in the mail.  In that packet is a 

newspaper full of stories which provide examples of the ways in which we, the people of First Pres, 
are working to Make God’s Love Visible. 
 Succeeding in our mission to Make God’s Love Visible will take all of us working together. That 
means we need the time, talent, and financial support of all our members.  Our financial goal is to 
receive pledges totaling $1,800,000. That’s the amount needed to fund the programs that are current-
ly underway at First Pres. How can we reach that goal?  We can raise the percentage of members who 
pledge from 70% to 80%.  We can raise the average gift per pledge by 5%. Every pledge, no matter its 
size, is important and appreciated!  Why is pledging important? Not only is financial support needed, 
but pledges of that support are vital to let Session know that our church will have the funds available 
to continue our current programs. 
 Please look over the 2020 Vision newspaper, the Pledge & Volunteer form, and watch fellow mem-
bers talk about how First Pres works to Make God’s Love Visible at www.firstpresbyterian.org. Take 
a moment to complete your Pledge and Volunteer form and return it by October 27, Commitment 
Sunday. Help us to Make God’s Love Visible!

Making God’s Love Visible since 1826September 29, 2019

First Presbyterian Church
Ann Arbor  •  Michigan    •   Worldwide
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Bill McPherson & Judy Stuart
 We joined First Pres about the same time in the mid-90’s but arrived by very different paths.  
A long time Ann Arbor resident, Judy had participated in a number of activities at First Pres over 
the years.  As a long time single, she was well connected to a large community of active singles 
who supported the missional and fellowship opportunities at the church.  So after many years of 
participation, Judy finally joined the church.  Bill, on the other hand, was relatively new to Ann 
Arbor and in the late stages of a marital breakdown.  Bill became more than just an attender at 
the church at the request of another new member. His good friend, Dave Gunderson, was taking 
an active role in the building program of the church and needed help with construction schedules and budgets.  That was the 
proverbial step onto the slippery slope into an ongoing role with the building and grounds that continues today.  So shortly 
after each of us joined, the nominating committee asked us to serve on the Session.
 When they talk about the Lord moving in strange ways, we are living proof.  Bill needed advice on getting his daughters 
back in school after several years of ineffective home schooling.  Judy was the “expert” recommended by Scott Westerman 
and others.  It didn’t take long for “school counseling sessions” to evolve into a broader scope of counseling.  We enjoyed each 
other’s very different skills and decided to respond to a stated need at First Pres for an on-going Bible Study small group.  Never 
did we imagine that the group that began twenty years ago would still be going strong today.  Shortly after starting the group, 
we simplified studying together by getting married.
 Over our twenty four years at First Pres, Judy has served in multiple roles as an elder, a deacon, and a church office volun-
teer.  Bill seems to be unqualified to serve any other role than elder. 
 We see the church not as a social club, but as a meaningful contributor to our personal quality of life and a major player in 
the quality of life for others at the local, national, and international level.  Judy and I were blessed with meaningful educations, 
marvelous parenting, and enriching work opportunities.  From this foundation we were also blessed with financial resources 
that allow us to live modestly, help Bill’s daughters find their own definitions of success, and actively support the church.  Our 
commitment is both current – in supporting the annual giving and capital campaigns, and in committing a portion of our 
wealth to the Endowment of First Pres.

  LEGACY PARTNERS SPOTLIGHT

P
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&  V O L
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W I T H O U T  D E L A Y

M A K E  G O D S  L O V E  V I S I B L E
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Worship & Music 
Welcome Rick Spalding 
 Welcome Rick! Rick begins his call as First Presbyterian’s new Interim Pastor on Oc-
tober 1. On Sunday, October 6 he will be in the pulpit for all three morning services. Rick has 
served in parish ministry and campus ministry since his graduation from Yale Divinity School in 
1981. He  retired in 2018 after 18 years as Chaplain and Coordinator of Community Service at 
Williams College in Massachusetts, where in addition to pastoral care, counseling and liturgical ministry, he served as head of a 
multi-faith department and supervised the College’s network of student community service volunteers. He was much involved 
with student civic engagement and social justice. Since retiring from Williams, Rick has been involved in various short-term 
ministry projects, helped design and lead two spiritual retreats, taught a chaplaincy course at Yale Divinity, provided sabbatical 
coverage for nine weeks and pulpit supply for various churches.
 Rick has many strong and varied skills and experiences to bring to the interim pastor position at First Presbyterian, but 
he is particularly recognized for two major strengths. One is his extraordinary ability to preach.  He holds everyone’s attention, 
and his messages are powerful and gospel driven. He has extraordinary use of language and has been called a poet. His second 
major strength is his humility.  Rather than being self-centered, he is other-centered, concerned about the welfare of others, a 
good listener, a collaborative leader and team player. As someone who has known him for a long time stated, “He’s not highly 
controlling, vain or egotistical.  He wants things to go well, but doesn’t care if he gets the credit.” He is also skilled in the areas of 
conflict resolution and mediation, and very good at unifying people and building community.
 We look forward to Rick’s leadership as our interim pastor and to the benefits of his gifts as a preacher, teacher, healer, 
and community builder. Please let us join together and welcome Rick to First Presbyterian, Ann Arbor.

Welcome Potluck For Rev. Dr. Spalding
 Come and meet Rev. Rick Spalding at an All-Church Welcome Potluck on Sunday, October 13 at 5:30 p.m. in the Social Hall. 
Please sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/rick-spalding-welcome-potluck/

Liturgical/Visual Art Workshop 
Saturday, October 12, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
 Learn more about Liturgical/Visual Art in the church and create some in this workshop led by 
guest artist Ellen Phillips from Black Mountain, NC. All are welcome! $15 per person will cover snacks, 
a light lunch and art materials. Bring a self-healing cutting mat if you have one. We will create art that 
will be used in the Sanctuary during the season of Advent. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.
com/forms/ellen-phillips-artist-workshop/. Questions? Contact Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music & 
Fine Arts at  662-4466, ext. 347 or dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org. 
 So, what is Liturgical/Visual Art? Liturgical Art expresses in various medium (fabric, quilting, weav-
ing, paper-lace, paint, etc.) what words don’t capture. Liturgical art supports the scripture texts or theme 
of the day in worship. Visual artists invite us to notice the depth of creation, and the ways in which creat-
ed things disclose the glory of God. “Liturgical art is an offering to God. It is not an intermission or a 
decoration, but a full and genuine part of worship.” – Ruth Duck

Sunday, November 3 - All Saints’ Sunday 
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
Requiem by Bob Chilcott will be offered as the Proclamation of the Word by the Chancel Choir, 
soloists, and orchestra. We will also celebrate Communion, and read the names of those who have 
died in the past year. To submit a name of a loved one who has died since November 1, 2018, visit  
https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/all-saints-sunday-submit-a-name/ by October 18.18 or call 
the Church Office. 
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Congregational Life

College of Elders – “Knowing Our Polity”
Saturday, October 19, 2019  9:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Stunning Stoles 
You may notice the beautiful green (and in Lent, purple) stoles that match our 
relatively new tapestries in the sanctuary. We are indebted to the creative gifts and 
talents of Lois Bryant for sharing these with us. What a gorgeous addition to worship, 
and our pastors can match, too! Please let Lois know how much you appreciate these 
wonderful works of liturgical art at First Pres. 

 Past or present Elders, you are invited to this special session of the College of Elders designed to refresh 
our appreciation for our Presbyterian form of government.  
     The morning opens with worship followed by a plenary session “Principles of Presbyterian Government: 
Polity Applications for Today,” led by Rev. H. Carson Rhyne, former Presbytery Stated Clerk of the Pres-
bytery of the James, Richmond, Virginia & Polity Instructor. Two concurrent workshops follow, elders can 
choose one to attend. 

Workshop 1 -  “The Role of the Session in Presbyterian Governance”  led by Rev. Tom Oxtoby, 
retired pastor who has served in the past as the Presbytery of Detroit’s Stated Clerk. 
Workshop 2 -“Our Presbyterian Polity at Work” led by Rev. H Carson Rhyne

      Advance reading:  Copies of “Historic Principles of Presbyterian Polity” can be picked up in the Church 
Office or found online at First Pres New Officer’s Training.  

What is the Wisdom Project? 
 Join us for the Wisdom Project workshop on Tuesday mornings in October, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., in the French Room. This 
workshop is limited to 20 people, age 50 and up, who can commit to all four gatherings.
 Our personal faith memories can be grouped in four tracks or categories - Creative Expression, Joy and Happiness, Harmony, 
and Adversity. We will identify our own faith memories and how we might share them with others we care about. The workshops 
will involve a brief talk to introduce each of the four tracks described above and each Tuesday, one of these tracks will be the sub-
ject of in-depth discussion. Our facilitator is Howard Deardorff, a 78-year old retired person who thinks about what he believes 
and what he should do with what he believes.  Howard has a Masters Degree in Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary.  
Contact Rev. Rogers or the Church Office to sign up!
 
Prayers for West Highland Way Pilgrims 
 Please hold these pilgrims and their friends in your prayers as they travel to walk 
the West Highland Way in Scotland, October 12 - 24. The theme of this fall’s pilgrimage 
is “Whit’s fur ye’ll no go past ye” which is a Scottish phrase that means, What’s meant 
to happen will happen! They have read many books in preparation and had monthly 
meetings and discussions.  Many training walks just like this one have taken place in 
preparation for what is sure to be a very difficult walk. We look forward to hearing of 
their spiritual journey with Christ and one another at a future adult ed seminar.  Please 
remember them: Chris Black, Carol Fairweather, Sharon Watling, Michele Madden, 
Nancy Janz Clark, Jenn Day, Jan Fisher, Nancy Pflasterer, Diane Sonda, Karla Olson Bellfi, Mary Jane Tramontin, Debbie Ternes, 
and Rev. Mel Rogers.
 Note: We are exploring a pilgrimage on the Camino De Santiago in late August 2020. If you are interested in knowing 
more, contact. Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. This is a “pampered pilgrim” trip which involves more than 100 kilo-
meters of walking this ancient route, with luggage transferred, guides and transfers, and all-inclusive lodging and food in beautiful 
Portugese and Spanish paradors. The deadline to express interest is October 11. 
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CHURCH SAFETY REPORT
New Welcome Center Volunteer Coordinator 
Welcome to Merry Muilenberg, our new Welcome Center Volunteer Coordinator! Merry will help train and organize our 
volunteers who staff the Welcome Center Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  We can always use more volunteers, 
both regulars and fill-ins.  Might you be interested in helping out?  Contact Merry at MMuilenberg@firstpresbyterian.org, or 
leave your name and contact information in the Church Office and she will be in touch. 

The Day the Door Was Propped (a poem about safety)
Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers

We were all so busy.

He could have prayed, or he could have hid
He might have joined the meeting
He may have been angry with God or “church”…. 
as sometimes people are

and he could have been unwell in some really sad way

But —  he was handled with grace and care,
and he wasn’t there to do us harm.

Later, I thought… 
But what if he had been?

We all do our part
to extend hospitality and kindness
but also keep those around us safe.

That is the care and keeping we offer one another.
And one way I have learned to care,
is by not propping open the door,
by purchasing a fob,
and by trusting that the changes that we have
are meant to keep us safe,

not to shut others out
but to help us be well and welcoming

to know who we are welcoming in
and why
and how we can help
in Christ’s name.

You Can Be a Contender!
Give during the UM/OSU Blood Drive Battle 
Help Ann Arbor  beat Columbus… by giving the most blood!  Sign up to donate on  Tues-
day, October 29, between 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. online at www.redcrossblood.org. Questions? 
Contact Barb Brewster (734-646-5571; dexter4brews@aol.com). Youth (16 years with parental 
consent) through adults are welcome … Invite your friends and neighbors to sign up!

It was necessary, really...
we were carrying things in.
I was unloading boxes
books and other things that ministers need….

People were hurrying in for a meeting, 
and they tried to help me, sweet dears,
but I sent them on in, in their running lateness…. 
“I’ll get it,” I said. “I’ll just prop the door open for a second.”

Propping the door, I noticed the gentleman sitting nearby.
I saw him slip in, but he was talking with others,
nice happy people from First Pres.
I didn’t recognize him, but then again
I don’t know everyone. Do you?

Maybe he wanted to get warm.
Maybe he wanted food.
And we would have helped him, 
that is what we do!

But I propped open the door
I allowed vulnerability to rise.

I wasn’t remembering
I wasn’t intending.
I was tending other things!

He was discovered in the building,
in a place he should not have been
on an evening when he
could have gone anywhere.
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MATURE MINISTRIES:

Mature Ministries October Lunch & Learn
On Thursday, October 10, at Noon, join us for a delicious Middle Eastern Lunch ($5).  Our speaker 
is Anan Ameri, writer and Founding Director of the Arab American National Museum. She will talk 
about her book,  The Scent of Jasmine, read excerpts, and share more of her personal journey. She is 
bringing copies of her book ($20). She will donate $8 from the sale of each book to our local mission 
program.  Sign up with Rev. Rogers or in the Church Office

On the Road ... Mature Ministries Field Trips
Our members 65 and older kick off the Fall with these great field trips. Register for any or all by contact-
ing Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers or the Church Office.

The Applewood Estate, Flint, & the White Horse Inn, Metamora - Thursday, October 17, 
8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Cost:  $30.00, payable in advance.  Includes bus, tour, and lunch.
Visit the home and gardens of the C.S. Mott (General Motors CEO) family, Flint. Over 100 years 
old, Applewood has only very recently opened its doors to the public. Enjoy a tour of the home, 
time in the gardens, and a visit to the “gentleman’s farm,” where animals enjoyed cork floors and 
heated barns. Lunch to follow at the White Horse Inn in Metamora, Michigan’s oldest operating 
inn.  A short tour of the inn will be included.  A few spots remain!

Detroit Parade Company - Tuesday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Cost:  $40.00, payable in advance.  Includes bus, tour & lunch.
Michiganders share special memories of our annual Thanksgiving Day Parade tradition.  This 
outing takes us to the place where everything comes together—the Detroit Parade Company—as 
final arrangements are being made for this year’s extravaganza.  A one-hour tour will make you 
the expert on the parade at this year’s Thanksgiving dinner table.  This is guaranteed to be a great 
bit of fun before the holidays are upon us! Lunch to follow at the original Buddy’s Pizza in Detroit.  
Pizza, salad, soft drinks, and gratuity included. Who doesn’t like Buddy’s? A few spots remain!

About Payments, Cancelations & Refunds
A $10 deposit is required to guarantee your spot. Deposits are non-refundable. All final monies owed for these Mature Ministry trips 
– for travel, meals and programs– are due 30 days before the trips take place. Refunds are only possible if it is 72 hours or more before 
the event AND if another member can be found to take your place. Otherwise, your deposits and payments are forfeited.

October PW Gathering, Wednesday, October 16
Lynn Chenoweth speaks about Aphasia

9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  Bible Study in the Lewis Room
Peggy Hodgson leads Lesson 2 from the Horizons Bible Study: Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at The Ten Command-
ments by Eugenia Anne Gamble.

10:45 - 11:00 a.m. Welcome & Business in Monteith Hall 
Ingathering donations will be collected and the Thank Offering promoted.               

11:00 p.m. - Noon    “About Aphasia”
Lynn Chenoweth shares experiences with her support group for victims of aphasia (loss of ability to speak/ understand 
speech through brain injury - result of possible stroke) & their caregivers.

Noon    Lunch ($7) in the Social Hall
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Journeys for All (bible study!)
Journeys Book and Bible Study will study The Psalms this fall with our 
Resident Minister, Andrew Frazier. We meet on October 10 and 24, No-
vember 7 and 21, and December 5 and 19. Each week we will explore a 
different theme in The Psalms such as lamentations, thanksgiving, praise, 
wisdom, and trust in God. All are welcome to join in from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., in the Founders Room. Bring a sack lunch. We focus on fellowship and 
discerning the word of God alive amongst us. 

Christian Meditation 
Take a moment for God.  Christian Meditation will be held Saturdays, October 5 and 19 in Monteith at 8:35 a.m. Questions?  
Contact Jeanette Kibler at jeanette.kibler@gmail.com.

Congregational Life Happenings
The Congregational Life Committee is working hard to keep you involved in the life of our Church.  There are a number of 
activities coming up in October!

New Member Class, Sunday October 27, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Come to the Curtis Room for a three hour class, with 
lunch and join our Church family on November 10.

Tell Me More About This Church, Sunday, October 27, 12:15 p.m.- A wide-ranging conversation with our pastors! Join 
Rick Spalding, Jay Sanderford, and Melissa Anne Rogers for an hour conversation and lunch at 12:15 in the Vance Room on 
Sunday, October 27 to learn more about First Pres. What questions do you have about our church, the PC(USA) and our 
staff? We are here to help. One hour to ask us anything! Sign up in the Church Office. Note: This runs at the same time as 
the New Member Class.  Lunch will be provided for both groups in the Founders’ Room at 12:15. 

Fair Trade Coffee Sales held at Coffee Hour on the first Sunday of the month and in the Church Office at any time.

We Continue to CULTIVATE…
        To cultivate means to actively prepare for planting. It also means to acquire or develop new qualities, sentiments and skills.  
All of us are cultivating new ways of being together as we integrate the various gifts of new staff members into the service of 
Christ and the community.
     We continue to focus on a different aspect of our culture in Christ each week.  In October we will cultivate our communion, 
our giving, our faith, and our commitment in Christ. As you experience all that First Pres offers, how might you join us in our 
Christ-led cultivation?

In October, We Cultivate…in Christ
October 6  Our Communion   World Communion
October 13 Our Giving   Stewardship  
October 20  Our Faith    Stewardship
October 27  Our Commitment  Stewardship 
     Commitment Sunday

...
    in Christ

Faith in Action

Save the Date for the Bazaar!
Sunday, November 17 is the 2019 Forward in Mission Christmas Bazaar! This an-
nual event is an opportunity to learn more about many of the mission programs in 
which our congregation participates, and to support them through the purchase of 
meaningful gifts for family and friends. 
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We’re Going Back!
The Nicaragua Mission Team is planning its sixth multi-generational trip 
March 28-April 5, 2020 (coincides with the area public schools’ spring break). 
We are looking for a few middle school students and older with a parent or 
guardian to join us a we return to the community of Quebrada Honda. Our 
partner in Nicaragua, CEPAD (Council of Protestant Churches of Nica-
ragua https://cepadnica.org/ ) has invited us back and assures us that the 
country is safe and quiet for our return. Questions? Contact Carol Smith 
at cesmith6641@gmail.com. See our photos and stories on our Facebook 
page-Nicaragua Mission at First Presbyterian. 

Update from Niger
After spending two months in the US, we’ve got lots of news to share!  Our re-acclima-
tion has gone well. We’ve gotten to know the new president of our partner church, the 
EERN, had good visits with some supporting churches this summer, and were encour-
aged by the Niger Mission Network meeting in July.   
 Pray with Us: Pray for all the difficulties going on in Niger right now: refugees 
from Nigeria fleeing violence, flooding, border closings affecting trade with Nigeria, 
pests eating the crops, and hunger before the harvest comes. Pray for the CHE initia-
tives and workers.  Pray for favor in selling the fish, for accurate translating, and for 
many discussions that prompt good connections for the CHE workers in their villages. 
Pray for the new strategic plan that the EERN National Board is getting ready to share 
with its churches, that it would be communicated well and garner unified support. Pray 
for our son’s hips to form bone in the right way so he won’t have to have surgery next summer, and for our family to have good 
patience with each other through this hot and humid time. Thank you! 
 Do you have questions about Niger, the Niger Mission Network and our church’s involvement? Contact Cheong-Hee 
Chang at heechange2@gmail.com 

Kudos to Local Mission Partners
Shout Out to local mission partners Friends-in-Deed and Shelter Association for winning the 2019 Governor’s Service Awards 
for Outstanding Volunteer Programs. Many First Pres volunteers contribute their time and energy to these programs through 
the Circles Program at FID, the Wednesday Evening Meal and Greeting Card programs at the Delonis Center and the yearly 
Rotating Shelter at our church. First Pres has also supported both organizations financially with Local Mission Grants. Learn 
more at https://www.michigan.gov/leo/,  MCSC - Outstanding Volunteer Program.

Philippines Mission Team Update
        A new school year began back in June in the Philippines! The First Pres 
Philippines Mission Team (PMT) is happy to report that  we currently are 
providing 50% tuition scholarships to college and university students as well 
as scholarships that cover the cost of school uniforms and school supplies to 
24 high school and 53 junior high school students.  Our iHomes Dumaguete 
partner (the local nonprofit successor to Habitat for Humanity) assures us 
these 119 students would not be able to attend school this year without our 

assistance. (We no longer provide elementary school scholarships as a Japanese nonprofit has stepped into that role.) In the second 
semester we will be providing scholarships to ten additional college students. 
 To qualify for a scholarship, all these students must be from one of the poverty level families in an iHomes (Habitat) house in 
Dumaguete and they must be and remain in good academic standing with a C or better grade average.  The PMT has also completed 
our three-year Bread of Hope Bakery project of providing funds for construction of a bakery (with a commercial oven and more) at 
the Dumaguete city jail. This project benefits all the female inmates at the facility by training and giving them jobs skills they can use 
following their release.

PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker Rev. Michael Ludwig

Filipino Scholarship Recipients
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Adult Education

 SUNDAY MORNING OFFERINGS

@ 9:30 a.m.
The Bible @ 9:30     October 6 - 27             French Room/Library             
The Bible at 9:30 will study three things this year: How the Bible came to be; Galatians; and Ez-
ra-Nehemiah. Class meets in the French Room/Library, and all are welcome. Bibles and name tags 
are provided.

First Friends             October 6 - 27            Monteith Hall
This group focuses on spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for individuals and cou-
ples seeking to connect faith and life. All are welcome!  

October 6 -  Bad Girls of the Bible  “Eve: Willful or Wise” by Barbara Essex
October 13 -  Our Resident Ministers share their faith 
October 20 -  “The Changing Role, Advantages and Limitations of Today’s Evening News” with Beth Nissen, award-win-
ning news producer, who discusses her life as a journalist in NYC
October 27 -  Elsa Stuber shares about teaching in a local prison  

@ 11:00 a.m. 
Exploring the Faith   October 6 - 27          Monteith Hall     

“Faith Seeking Understanding: Being Presbyterian Today”
What does it mean to be Presbyterian today? How does being Presbyterian influence the way we live? At the core of our Presby-
terian identity is a secure hope in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, a hope that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, empowers us to 
lives lives of gratitude: “In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is its hope, and 
that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus free to live in the lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.” 
(Book of Order F-1.0204) This series is designed for: 

• Seekers and new Presbyterians who wonder what it means to participate in the life of a Presbyterian Church
• Longtime Presbyterians who find continuing comfort in the Presbyterian tradition as well as for people who have questions 

about our beliefs and practices
• Those who think that Presbyterians we are too tied to past practices as well for those who think we are too quick to follow cultur-

al and societal changes.
• Officers of the church, Deacons and Ruling Elders, who have questions about why we do things the way we do

The framework books for the series, available in the Church Office,  are Presbyterian Faith That Lives Today  and Presbyterian 
Questions, Presbyterian Answers, by Donald K. McKim. Reading them is not required for class participation.

October 6 How Does Jesus Affect Our Lives?  
A three-voice meditation on the person of Jesus with our three Resident Ministers, An-
drew Frazier and the Revs. Khayla Johnson and Amy Ruhf. 

October 13 How the Spirit Works - the Global Forces Driving Our Ministry in 
Today’s Liquid Culture  
Presented by Rev. Jay Sanderford. 

October 20 Presbyterian Polity: Decently & In Order - Why We Value Good Order, 
Shared Authority & Committees Guest leader is Rev. H. Carson Rhyne, Stated Clerk, 
Presbytery of the James, retired.

October 27 Presbyterian Liturgy and Sacraments - How We Worship
Special Presentation by Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music and Fine Arts
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UKirk@UMich Returns!
 We had a wonderful Welcome Week as several new students joined our campus 
group.  College Lunches have been well attended since we began them again on Sept 1.  
On Labor Day, a group of us went tubing at the cascades near Argo Park, using floats in 
the shape of a pizza; aka #pizzafloat!  September 4 was Welcome Back Wednesday and 
a dozen students got ice cream at Blank Slate in what is quickly becoming an annual tra-
dition. Friday of Welcome Week was the infamous Festifall, and we did a new twist this 
year with hosting a ring toss game for students to win a free drink.  Some great conversations were had amidst the carnival fun 
and we collected over 20 names of students wanting more information.
 Coffee Crew has returned to the Michigan League Monday afternoons and Friday mornings, where Rev. Evans McGowan 
has campus office hours and students stop by for a drink and study break.  We continue our partnership with other mainline 
progressive campus ministries, and held our second annual Progressive Dinner on Sept 11 to highlight the different spaces on 
campus of various ministries.
 This month will see the group join up with UKirk@MSU for a Fall Retreat October 18-20 at Camp Westminster on Hig-
gins Lake.  It’s sure to be a much-needed relaxing getaway, which will provide such amenities as WiFi for homework and to 
watch UM play Penn State.  We will report back who the MSU students root for, as it’s their by-week! 

UKirk@UMich

Youth Connection

Middle School Lock-In - October 19-20
MIDS, join us for an unforgettable night of laughter, food, and fun! Stay 
overnight at the church for a night filled with adventure, including a midnight 
donut run, and bring your friends! Cost is $15 per student, scholarships are 
available. Drop off is Saturday, October 19 at 6:00 p.m. and pick up is Sunday, 
October 20 at 10:30 a.m. 

Montreat in Michigan (High School Students & Parents): Saturday, October 5
Kirk in the Hills is bringing Montreat to Michigan when they host a very special day for youth leaders, high schoolers, and their 
parents from across the Presbytery. There will be games, activities, lunch, workshops, and worship. $10 per person.

 High School Weekend Mission Trip
The Pittsburgh Project - November 15-17
We are excited to once again participate in The Pittsburgh Project this year! Our group will 
provide service to low income homeowners and community members. Past projects have in-
cluded painting, replacing flooring, fixing gutters, hanging siding and drywall, and much more. 
Join us for a fun weekend in Pittsburgh! The deadline to register is October 13. Cost is $150; 
scholarships are available. Please contact Rev. Mark Mares at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org or 
via cell phone 616-405-0717 if you are interested or have any questions. 
 
Acolytes, Assemble! 
Children and Youth (grades K-12) are invited to be acolytes! They will participate in the processional at the beginning of the 9:30 
a.m. worship, carrying in the Christ Light, Cross, and Bible. A coordinator will be available each week to assist them. Acolytes 
may attend their Sunday school class or stay for worship. Sign up or find out more information at www.firstpresbyterian.org.
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Residents’ Corner

Fall Kick Off with Children & Families
 Children & Family Ministries kicked off Fall with a special potluck dinner, 
full Sunday School classes and wonderful teachers, and special events like David 
LaMotte’s Concert on the Green and an Intergenerational Game Night with 
Jason Santos. 
 If you haven’t spent time in the new Family Space (Room 301) please join us on a Sunday morning for some coffee. The Chil-
dren’s Ed work group created an inviting space for families to connect with each other, wait during Children’s Choir, read some 
books with your children, check out faith and family parent resource books we have available, work on one of our Lord’s Prayer 
coloring posters or put together some of puzzles.  The bulletin board shows the years calendar, curriculum for each age group, and 
news for upcoming events. Not sure where you can be helpful? We also have descriptions of the various volunteer positions we 
have. Anything from a one-time event to a more regular volunteer position. All are welcome in this space!
 This month, we celebrate “Exploring the Word of God” Milestone with the 3rd graders as they receive their first Bible in wor-
ship on Sunday, October 13 at 9:30 a.m. and “Celebrating our Baptism” Milestone on Saturday, October  26 from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
The “Celebrating Our Baptism” Milestone will be open to all families who have baptized a child in the past two years. During this 
time, families will decorate a treasure chest to begin collecting all the special items your child will receive during their faith journey. 
Please check your mail for a special letter if you have a child in this age group!

Families @ First Special All Saints Day Event
Join us for a special celebration of All Saints’ Day on Friday, November 1 at 5:30 p.m.  Families @ First explores 
honoring and celebrating All Saints Day through the cross-cultural lense of Dia de Los Muertos (The Day of 
the Dead). Enjoy a potluck-style dinner at 5:30 p.m.and watch a popular, family-friendly movie at 6:00 p.m. in 
wonderful fellowship! The event will wrap up by 8:00 p.m. Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport at btor-
res-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org,  or 662-4466, ext. 342.

Children & Families

A “Note” About Andrew Frazier ...
If you have had the privilege of singing in worship near Resident Minister Andrew Frazier, you 
know that you are enjoying a classically trained Base-Baritone voice.  When asked how he was 
drawn to study voice, Andrew said he was born into it.  Both of his parents sing opera and his 
father teaches voice.  Andrew has childhood memories of sitting with his Dad’s students in  Opera 
rehearsals.  One particularly vivid memory is of a performance of Franz Schubert’s The Erlking.  He 
knew the music told this wrenching story in a powerful way that could not be expressed in mere 
words.  His desire to study music was sealed.  Throughout school Andrew sang in church and 
school choirs. He earned a Bachelor of Music in Voice at the University of Georgia.
Andrew believes that music brings the congregation more deeply into the communal experience 
of worship.  It is sacramental.  It is prayer and it is message. Musical expression meets us where we 
are and gives us a fresh way to re-enter the stories of our faith.  We welcome this new voice to our 
Pastoral staff and look forward to getting to know him and his many gifts for ministry.

New Family Space in Room 301

Daylight Saving Time Ends November 3
It’s time to “Fall Back!” Remember to set your clocks back an hour before you 
go to bed on Saturday, November 2.


