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 I invite you to enter this fresh batch of news from First Pres 
with a few moments of springtime exercise for your spiritual 
imagination.  Start with this: envision a particular place in the 
world that’s very dear to you.  Let it be a real place, to which you 
feel a strong personal connection; maybe it contains an import-
ant piece of your history, or helps you feel deeply at home, or 
inspired, or filled with peace.  Hold the image of this precious 
place in your mind’s eye; call to mind sensations or memories you 
associate with it; thank God for it.  (Stop reading and give yourself 
a moment to conjure this place!)
 Now let me ask: if you learned that that place was in dan-
ger – how would you feel?  What would you be willing to do to 
preserve it so that you can return to it, enjoy it with your beloved 
one(s), share it with your grandchildren?  
 That of course is, writ small, precisely the question that the 
crisis of global warming puts before each of us.  There is no be-
loved place on earth that is not vulnerable to disruptive, perhaps 
disastrous changes in the weather – meteorologically and, by 
extension, economically, socially.  How can we live hopefully in 
such a time?  How do its realities shape our understanding of why 
we’re here, as a church?
 This Eastertide offers an opportunity to consider these 
pressing questions.  Why now?  Because at Easter, in summon-
ing the unquenchable life of Jesus out of the tomb and back into 
the byways of our living, God put within our reach the power 
of a love that death and fear cannot stop!  After Easter, the risen 
Christ is alive among us, enlisting us in a movement to help him 
bring healing and hope and justice to the world.  So, this Easter, 
First Pres offers you, its beloved community, a chance to discov-
er, in the resources of our faith, tools for keeping hope alive, for 
thinking afresh about our mission – and for insuring the sanctity 
of that sacred, beloved place you cherish.
 This opportunity to collaborate in applying Christian faith 

and practice to the urgent global challenge of our time is one import-
ant trajectory of our life together this spring.  Meanwhile, of course, 
as a congregation we’re weathering other challenges.  We’re rising to 
occasions presented by a global pandemic nobody could visualize 
three months ago: worshipping virtually; delivering meals and grocer-
ies, peeps and palms; Zooming our way through countless gatherings.  
And, in the midst of it all, the wheels of transition in the church are 
turning.  The Strategic Planning Group, under Sue Gott’s leadership, is 
compiling a list of projects and goals that, by summer’s end, will have 
been winnowed into a clear, compelling priority list.  The Governance 
Task Force has made progress in assembling manuals and policies 
that will hold us to consistent and transparent ways of operating as 
an organization.  The Self-Study Group is at work describing different 
sectors of the church’s life and landscape for the report that will guide 
the search for our next Pastor.  There’s no doubt that the Covid-19 
crisis has slowed some of this momentum; but with your help, there is 
reason to hope that, perhaps by mid-fall, the Self-Study will be ready 
for Session and Presbytery approval and we’ll be cleared to elect a Pas-
tor Nominating Committee.  I believe that we can ride the energy of 
this Eastertide all the way to the beginning of a new chapter next 
Easter – if we put our minds and hearts, our prayers and our faith, to 
it.
 So now, I invite you to pause for another 
moment, to envision that place that is precious 
to us all: the church that we will be, with your 
help and God’s, next Easter.  Feel its energy; 
savor its peace; hear the sound of its music, see 
its faces.  (Take a moment!)  This movement 
of ours, with Jesus at its center, can build that 
church – and can make a real difference in 
the health of the planet!  Believe it!
 Faithfully,
 Rick Spalding

First Pres welcomed the 2020 class of Confirmands 
into membership via Zoom on April 22.
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Worship & Music
Virtual Art Exhibit Coming Soon!
Submissions accepted until May 1
Be on the look out for our upcoming Virtual Art Exhibit on the theme Living with Hope in the Time of Cli-
mate Change. All forms of art media are welcome! Please contact Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music and 
Fine Arts at dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org.  The deadline for submitting art has been extended to May 1. 

Taizé Prayer Service
Tuesday, May 5, 7:00 p.m.
Our monthly Taizé prayer service continues virtually! Worship with us with sung and chanted prayers, 
meditation, silence, liturgical readings, and icons. There is no preaching, and the service is about 45 minutes long. All are welcome! The 
service will be available on You Tube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ) and Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/FirstPresA2/).

Business of the Church

Church Leaders Are Needed!
Every organization needs leadership and First Pres is no different. Please consider if you or a fellow congregant might be interested in 
serving as an Elder or Deacon.  Submit a Nomination Form online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/church-officer-nomi-
nation-form/

Elders - Elders provide overall leadership and direction for our congregation, which is especially important during this time of 
transition. Serving in this capacity requires the ability to listen, evaluate, and make sound decisions.  If that describes your abilities 
and interest, please consider becoming an Elder.  
Deacons - Jesus said “Love your neighbor.”   Serving as a Deacon is a direct way to do just that.  It’s an opportunity to stretch 
yourself and grow, meet interesting people and be of real help to your neighbors. Deacons get as much enjoyment from the expe-
rience as those they serve.  There really is no substitute for one-on-one personal interaction.  It is a wonderful opportunity to grow 
personally and spiritually. Deacons are a major part of the glue that holds First Pres together!

How to Make A Nomination -  
Want to learn more about serving as Deacon or Elder?  Talk to a pastor or contact any member of the Congregational Nominating 
Committee listed below.

Katie Parker mgobluebarn47@yahoo.com
J. P. DiMaggio dimaggios732@gmail.com
Callie Feyen callie.feyen@gmail.com
Robin Fosheim robin.fosheim@horiba.com
Dan Francis dancolumn@mac.com

Covid-19 & First Pres

Susan Holmes susanholmes925@gmail.com
Cassee Stem cassee.stem@gmail.com
Mary Lynn Thompson marylynnthompson@gmail.com
Bonnie Palmquist kbpalm@att.net

IN THE TIME OF COVID 19 ...
Fellowship - Coffee Hour, Online!
Your Congregational Life Committee, led by elder Marti Wendler, has been hard at work to keep our fellow-
ship strong even while we are apart. Join us for online Coffee Hour. Beginning at 10:30, if you have down-
loaded the Zoom software, you can click on the link at the website. After folks are welcomed and introduced, 
you may be sent into a break-out room with 10 or so of your friends so you can talk more easily. It all wraps 
up by about 11:15 a.m. It’s not perfect, and it can be a little awkward, but the joy of seeing the beautiful faces 
of our church friends and the opportunity to get to know one another better is a joy!

Ancient Mother 
by Jean Barnes Downs



3

Funerals & Memorials 
        Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a time for everything — a time to be born, and a time to die; a time 
to mourn, and a time to dance. Gathering to mourn for someone who has died,  celebrate their life, and 
proclaim the hope of resurrection are essential practices of the Christian faith.   During the extraordi-
nary circumstances of the COVID-19 outbreak, our usual grieving rituals have been interrupted. We 
are unable to bring our church community together as we would wish to honor, grieve, and celebrate 
the lives of our members and friends who lived faithfully. We cannot join our voices together to sing the 
hymns and songs that bring us comfort,  gather in person to find comfort in the presence of one another, 
or  hold one another as we entrust our loved ones to God’s eternal care. We grieve this disruption with 
everyone who mourns. 
      Holding a Memorial Service - Until the State of Emergency and shelter in place order is lifted 
for Michigan we will be limited in our funeral practices. Graveside services limited to ten people or less are possible, as are zoom services 
online, with some restrictions. Services can be recorded and shared with a broader set of friends and family members. Services for ten 
people can be held in the Sanctuary and recorded. Some services bear additional costs for recording and editing. Contact Rev. Rogers for 
more information at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. 
 Grieving together is important, however, and so other options might be considered. Families might create a “guest book” website or 
Facebook page where people can leave messages, songs, photos of food offerings, videos of family and friends singing a song, reciting a 
prayer or poem, photos of flowers, or artwork. Seeing other people’s contributions can help others feel less alone in their grief. Our tech-
nology leaders at First Pres can help guide you to the right platform for this.  You may want to consider something more private to share 
stories and photos. You can create a private Facebook Group and send invitations or a link to only selected people. In the group you can 
post discussion prompts or questions: How did you meet? Favorite memory? What did you learn from them? These can be collected and 
shared over a few weeks or a few months via email or a free newsletter service like Tinyletter. Funeral homes may also have options.
 We advise against families gathering. Family should limit the size of any home gathering to avoid spreading the virus and consider 
postposing a memorial meal to a time when the crisis is past. The logistical and safety considerations are too great. First Presbyterian is 
not able to host a meal or reception following any memorial, funeral, or graveside service at this time. 
 While we are limited in what we are able to host at this time, we are able to plan for memorials after the pandemic has passed. We 
would welcome the opportunity to host a memorial service for your loved one at a later date when we can all safely gather and celebrate 
their life. 

Congregational Life
Do You Need a Face Mask?
If you are in need of a face mask for yourself or family members, please contact your chapel deacon to 
obtain a mask made by a First Pres sewing volunteer. If you don’t know who your deacon is, you may 
contact Doug Gottliebsen, Deacon Coordinator, at dagottlieb@aol.com

New Member Class 
Sundays, May 3 & May 17 at 11:00 a.m. — Online!
Everyone already “belongs” at First Pres – why not make it official? Contact Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org, 
to sign up for this virtual (Zoom) New Member class. Learn more about the Presbyterian faith, our worship, mission, Christian for-
mation and congregational life opportunities and more.  ALL are welcome! Meet members of the staff and discover what being a part 
of the First Pres church family is all about.  A second class will be held on Sunday, May 17 at 11:00 a.m.  If you are unable to attend this 
first class but are interested in joining, contact Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers. 

 WEDDINGS 
Other than zoom weddings, or weddings recorded on Facebook at an outside venue 
limited to 10 people — couples wishing for an in-person wedding in our Sanctuary or 
Monteith Hall  –  must limit the total people gathered  (including officiants, musicians, 
etc.) to under 10 people. Recording the service is allowed.   

Charlie Doering stylishly reminds 
you to wear your face mask!
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PW Gathering Wednesday, May 20, 2020
We pray all Presbyterian Women remain healthy and that they will “Zoom” into the Annual Meeting . If it is possible to meet in person, 
Ginny Bell will send out an email blast. As always, all women are welcome to attend, and men may join us for the program and lunch.  

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 
PW explores lesson nine of Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at The Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble.
10:45 - 11:30 a.m.  Program - Note Time Change   
Ginny Rezmierski will highlight the Circles Program which has had incredible success in getting families out of poverty. 
11:30 a.m. – Noon  Annual Meeting
Lifetime Membership Awards, Installation of Officers, and Ingathering Sign-up

“ReJoice in Hope” Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women
August 5-8, 2021 in St Louis, Missouri  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.   Romans 12:12
Visit www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering for information. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
All Graduate Submissions Are Due Friday, May 8
 College Graduates will be recognized in the May 20 bulletin. Please submit the graduate’s name, par-
ents’ (or grandparents’) names, the institution granting the degree, and the degree granted. 
 High School Graduates will be recognized in the June newsletter and in the June 7 bulletin. Please submit the graduate’s 
name, parents’ (or grandparents’) names, the school granting the degree, and future plans. Submissions are due by Friday, May 8.

Help Celebrate our 2020 Graduates!
We invite you to record a 10-15 second message telling us who you are and offering your best wishes and words of encouragement for 
our High School & College graduates! We encourage families to participate together in making a group video message. Please send a 
video with your message by May 18 to Rev. Khayla Johnson at kjohnson@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Spiritual Writing Group Invites You!
Have you ever wanted to be creative… with words? Have you found it difficult to sit down quietly and write a memory to share or get 
a good story down on paper? The First Pres’ Spiritual Writing Group is for you. On the first Thursday of every month at 10:30am, we 
gather and are given a word prompt. We write for about 45 minutes using the word prompt, then read and discuss our creations with 
each other. The writing prompt word for May is “Gate”. During this time of social distancing, our work and discussion will be shared 
via email. Interested? Contact Meg Brown, lmegbrown@gmail.com, to receive the email addresses of those participating.

June Picnic Postponed
Our Annual Church Picnic will be postponed until social distancing is eased and we are able to gather in large groups again. It is likely 
this event will take place late summer or early fall 2020 with a pirate theme, great BBQ, live music, and inflatables for the kids. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
2020 Presbyterian Women Honorary Lifetime Membership Recipients
 It is with the utmost pleasure that we announce the following women as recipients of the Honorary Lifetime Membership Award of 
Presbyterian Women (U.S.A.).  Congratulations to Katie Beery, Joan Bentz, Eleonora Charlson and JoAnn Freethy.
 Since 1942 this award has been  conferred upon an individual in recognition of faithful service in some area of the church’s work.  
Though we don’t know when the awards can be physically presented we want to recognize these womens’faithful service.

Katie Beery Joan Bentz Eleonora Charlson JoAnn Freethy
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Presbyterian Women: Staying Connected
• Reaching Out - Would you or do you know of someone in the church (or friends of the church) that would like a weekly personal 

phone call?  Numerous PW women are willing to do that calling!   Please send names and numbers to Virginia Bell, Moderator, 
(virginiabell2013@gmail.com).

• Sewing nonsurgical masks continues - The response to the need of sewers has been outstanding. Thank you to Gail Grady & 
Helena Prince, to others who are sewing, sending materials, and doing pick ups and deliveries. Over 1200+ masks have been dis-
tributed to the nonprofits we support, VA Hospital, Glacier Hills and those in need.  

• The Presbyterian Women PC(USA) Birthday Offering is being collected. All  gifts to this special offering are directly sent to 
PWPC(USA).  Donations can be made online on the First Pres website or directed to Bonnie Hughes, Treasurer, 3520 Paisley Ct. 
AA, 48105-2837 through June 1.  

• Recent PW Giving:  PW has authorized $1,000 to The Detroit Presbytery Hunger Mission as many churches in Detroit have been 
unable to meet the demands for feeding the hungry; another $400 has been committed to the face mask project to purchase need-
ed elastic for the masks.

• Be a Part of PW - Presbyterian Women are always interested in hearing from women who would like to help in the organization.   
Contact virginiabell2013@gmail.com for more information.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof!  
This Eastertide we join together as caretakers of God’s creation to explore issues related to ecology and 
climate justice and how we can continue to be stewards and caretakers of God’s marvelous creation. 
We welcome you to our series entitled, “New Creation: Green Faith Rising —Hope in a Time of Climate 
Change.”  What does climate change mean to you? Are you scared or discouraged, angry or indifferent? 
And what does it have to do with our Christian faith? Join our intergenerational exploration of our  
environmental crisis that will include focused worship services, hands-on activities, and guest speakers.

“Living with Hope in a Time of Climate Change”
Each Sunday through June 7 we will offer an opportunity to engage in meaningful activities and discussions about climate change. Join 
us at 11:30 for a live presentation/class discussion through a Zoom link provided upon request, or visit our YouTube Channel after 2:00 
pm to view the class.   www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ 

Adult Education

May 3 - “We can’t get around it: So how are we going to get around?”      
Go on a virtual bus tour/scavenger hunt as our series on climate change continues. There will be prizes!

May 10 - Stories for Mother Earth with La’Ron Williams      
Tune in for a special Mother’s Day presentation featuring an award winning and nationally acclaimed story 
teller  as he shares “Stories for Mother Earth.” Watch at  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvows-
k7EnVXs6CQ?view_as=subscriber The presentation will remain available after the May 10 premier. 

May 17 - Little Seeds, Big Change.          
How does planting our own gardens affect our community and our world? Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordi-
nator of Children’s Education and Family Ministry, will lead an intergenerational planting activity with other 
people who just love growing flowers and vegetables.

May 24 - Intergenerational Forum on Climate Change.         
Here is a chance for older adults to hear from youth and young adult members of the church about how this 
crisis looks to them.

May 31 - Guest Preacher and Author Jim Antal.         
We welcome Jim Antal to our pulpit as we celebrate Pentecost.  Jim will preach and then will offer a presen-
tation for this educational series.  He is the author of Climate Church, Climate World - the book that groups 
from the church will be reading throughout May. Please install Zoom on your computer prior to clicking the 
class link.  
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Climate Church, Climate World Book Discussion
Join a book group reading Jim Antal’s Climate Church, Climate World. Groups will meet virtually via Zoom every two weeks.   Please 
sign up on the website. We will meet May 8, May 22, and June 5, 3:30–5:00 p.m. Rev. Jim Antal will be our guest preacher on Sunday, 
May 31.  Ten copies are available through Susan Whitlock,  or contact Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org

Public Health Crisis Statement 
Guidance for Our Response as Christians to Public Health Crises – First Presbyterian Church Ann Arbor
 In 2020, we face two public health crises that cause us to respond urgently as loving, caring Christians – COVID-19 and climate 
change.  At times like this, we need to discern and state clearly our congregation’s role as Christians and as Presbyterians. In re-
sponse to this need, the Session, at the request of the Adult Ministry Workgroup, approved a Statement of Commitment entitled 
Guidance for Our Response as Christians to Public Health Crises – First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor (link on website). This 
statement will be shared with the Presbytery of Detroit and PCUSA.
 The First Presbyterian congregation responded quickly to calls to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 by respecting the governor’s 
Stay Home, Stay Safe order and other directives offered by the government and medical experts while implementing the means to 
worship and stay connected through virtual media. As an outgrowth of our call to care for our neighbors and vulnerable individuals 
in our community, we extended our mission by making appropriate grants to key community organizations, agencies, and minis-
tries so that hungry people -- especially children -- might be fed, necessary shelter might be provided, and all our neighbors might 
receive proper healthcare.  Additionally, the congregation responded energetically to the community’s need to mitigate the spread of 
the coronavirus by sewing masks for first responders, staff in community organizations, and First Pres members.
 As a congregation, First Presbyterian Church has also made a commitment to our role as stewards of the earth to mitigate the 
impact climate change has on our environment and lives.  Awareness and education are key components of our active response. Our 
post-Easter series, “Living with Hope in the Age of Climate Change” is designed to motivate us to make changes collectively and in-
dividually that have a positive impact on our environment. We recognize that climate change, like the pandemic, hits hardest those 
who have the fewest resources with which to meet its challenges.
 As Christians, our actions as individuals and as a congregation are guided by the Word of God and the consensus of informa-
tion from scientific experts. Our Statement of Commitment aims to further motivate us to advocacy and to actions that address the 
current public health crises and their resulting inequities in the world around us. 

Are You Devoted to Climate Change Issues? 
Are you Passionate about recycling or fossil fuel usage and global impact?  First Pres is forming a Social Justice Group and you are invit-
ed to join. If you are interested, contact Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org.

Good Reads:  A Book Discussion Group 
Friday, May 15 
Join Rev. Jay Sanderford and other readers to new and interesting fiction, memoir, short stories and more.  Immerse 
yourself in good writing, explore important themes and enjoy free-flowing discussion.  Our next book is the classic 
spiritual memoir, An American Childhood by Annie Dillard.  This poignant story is a richly detailed personal and 
spiritual chronicle of growing up in the United States in a period of great social and religious fervor and protest.  Join 
this book group in a lively Zoom meeting. Contact Rev. Jay Sanderford for meeting log in information. Books are 
available on Amazon (including Kindle editions) or contact Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org.

Journeys Book & Bible Study
This group meets via Zoom on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 11:30 AM. Want more 
informtion? Need a Zoom link? Contact Rev. Frazier at afrazier@firstpresbtyerian.org.

Pilgrimages in Ann Arbor Parks!
Take a mini-pilgrimage at Gallup Park and explore your faith. We have prepared three Walking Guides 
with different themes that foster reflection as you walk the 1.35 (or 1.65)  mile trail at Gallup Park. We 
hope you will explore this new way to stay physically distant, enjoy the outdoors, and reflect on your 
journey. Download the guides and a map to Gallup Park  at www.firstpresbyterian.org. 



7

Sunday Zoom
We miss you! Beca will be hosting a few Zoom Sunday School times for varying age groups over the next few 
weeks. She wants to check in, hear about how you’re doing, and spend a little time talking about the Bible. 
These sessions will be about 45-60 minutes long and occur later Sunday afternoon. Check the Children & 
Family emails for your child’s specific age group, date, and zoom link!

Bedtime Stories & Prayers- Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday at 7:00 p.m.
Climb into your jammies, enjoy a bedtime snack and snuggle down for a story!  Join us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/) for a short livestream of a story and prayer. Each sharing will be 
about 5 to 15 minutes long. Videos are available for later viewing on Facebook or YouTube. 

Green Faith Rising Family Activity
May 10 - Start A Garden!

Join us in starting our First Pres garden from home! As we explore ways to make a “mustard seed” impact from our 
homes into our greater community, we invite your family to start your seedlings at home. We’ll provide the seeds, 
some soil, and seedling containers if needed. You’ll plant and care for the seedlings, then when we’re able- you can 
drop off your seedling plants at the church to be included in the First Pres garden! Produce from the garden will 
be donated to local food shelters, pantries, and food-insecure community members. Sign up by Sunday, May 10 at 
https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/garden-starter-kit/ to receive a kit. Deliveries will be made May 11- May 
17. On May 17, you’re invited to join us for an online discussion about how our small “mustard seed” actions can 
impact the greater community! Note: one kit per family.

Summer Vacation Bible School is Cancelled
Each year First Pres collaborates with First Baptist Church, Blue Ocean Faith, Saint Clare’s Episcopal Church, and Saint Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, typically including 150-200 children, youth and adult volunteers. After closely monitoring the plans of other sum-
mer camp gatherings and discussing the safest option for our children and volunteers in this time of Covid 19, the five churches have 
decided to cancel VBS for 2020. Please keep an eye out for “at home” VBS offerings in place of our in-person programming.

First Pres Mail Buddies
Who doesn’t love to receive fun mail in the mailbox? It isn’t too late to sign up to receive a mail buddy! Sign up here or email Beca 
Torres-Davenport at btorresdavenport@firstpresbyterian.org  if you would like to begin a new faithful friendship through the practice 
of writing letters with another church member! Each child will be “matched” by a staff person with another member of the church that 
they may or may not know. This is a great opportunity to connect and build faithful friendships with other folks from our church, no 
matter what your age is.

A Peek at “Peeps @ Home”

Children & Families
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Youth Connection
Faith Formation Opportunities 
Join us Sunday mornings at 11:30 a.m. for an intergenerational Zoom gathering as we 
think and talk about Climate Justice and our own “green” faith. If you need the link, 
please email Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Virtual Youth Group 
Join us Sunday evenings from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. for Virtual Youth Group for some fun and conversation! If you need the link, please email 
Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org. 

What’cha Reading Wednesdays (Harry Potter Edition)
Join us on Wednesdays, from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m.  as we re-read the Harry Potter books and think about how these books and this magical 
world intersect with our own faith! If you need the link, please email Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org. 

UKirk @ UMich

Congratulations to our UM Graduating Seniors!
We wish each of you the very best!  Please pray for them in their future endeavors, as some stay close 
and other travel far.  May all continue to share the love of God wherever they go!

• Katherine Hoekstra, our UKirk Student President, graduates with a degree in Physics before 
being commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy, where she will be attending Nuclear Subma-
rine school in Charleston, SC later this year.  

• Jenna King, who grew up at First Pres and has helped lead volunteers in the nursery on Sundays, 
is receiving her BS in Applied Mathematics and starting the Masters in Data Science program at 
Michigan this fall, so we look forward to having her around a little bit longer!  

• Charlie Gerard completed his degree in Computer Science in December before starting to work 
this summer in the software industry in Boston, MA.  

• Child of the church Alan Stahl (not pictured) also graduated in December and is currently 
working as a software engineer in Ann Arbor. 

• Finally, Sheridan Cole graduates from the Ford School of Public Policy and has accepted a 
Boren Scholarship from the U.S. government to study Arabic in Amman, Jordan at the Qasid 
Arabic Institute next year.  From Sheridan: “To First Pres, I would like to thank everyone for 
their hospitality, generosity, and kindness. The church was my first real community after a 
difficult transition to college my freshman year and helped me to feel at home in Ann Arbor. 
Through UKirk, I’ve made some of my closest, lifetime friends. Thank you for making an incred-
ible four years at Michigan possible.”

Front Porch Fridays
On the first and third Friday of the month, from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m., join Rev. Mark for a virtual 
Happy-Hour. Grab your favorite beverage and jump on the Zoom link -- say hello and stay for 
just a few minutes, or as long as you would like and connect with other parents! If you need 
the link, please email Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Dungeons & Dragons Adventure
Do you like using your imagination? Exploring new worlds? Laughing and having a good 
time! Join us on Friday nights for some Dungeons & Dragons fun! Contact Rev. Mark at 
mmares@firstpresbyterian.org if you would like more information! 
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Residents’ Corner
Residency Alumni Weekend Is Sunday, May 17
 On Sunday, May 17, we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the distinctive character and innovative 
spirit of the Resident Ministry Program.   The Rev. Brennan Blue, Pastor of St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church 
in Minnetonka, Minnesota, and Resident Minister here in Ann Arbor from 2011-2013 will be our guest 
preacher, submitting a recorded sermon for worship.  At 10:30 a.m., we will have a Residency Celebration 
during our Virtual Coffee Hour and will glean shared virtual experiences from other former Resident Min-
isters as well.  
 Since 2000, thirty young pastors have now spent a two-year period in the unique living and learning 
culture of First Pres,  Ann Arbor.  Residents have given tremendous gifts of service to our congregation, 

each making an invaluable contribution to the life and relationships of our faith community.  We are forever grateful to these women and 
men who have immersed themselves in our worship, formation ministries and pastoral care commitments and in the process shared the 
witness of their own lives, faithful values and vision for God’s new creation.  
 In 2000, First Pres, with the support of the Lilly Endowment, and in the company of about fifty congregations around the country 
also sponsoring residency programs, launched our Resident Ministry Program.  Lilly’s generous grants completely funded our Residency 
experiment for more than ten years.  Now our own Resident Ministry Endowment produces virtually all the funds necessary to propel this 
dynamic program into essential and creative ministry practices. To the hundreds of First Pres members who contributed to the Residency 
Endowment, we are eternally thankful for your expression of devotion to First Pres and this vital component of our common ministry.   

Faith in Action

“Three Cheers!” for Gail’s Gang
 In the presence of the current pandemic and inspired by the Lord’s call to be of help to others 
when possible a dedicated group of First Presbyterian members and their friends have been sew-
ing and sharing face masks with many of our community agency partners in Washtenaw County. 
Under the energetic leadership of Gail Grady, former deacon, and organized by Helena Prince, 
current Elder, this team has recruited over two dozen volunteer sewers into the project. 
To date they have produced and distributed 1,400 masks to organizations including HOPE Clinic, The Corner Health Center, Glacier Hills, 
V.A. Hospital, SOS Community Center, Delonis Center, Community Action Network, Home of New Vision, and U of M Dept of Environ-
mental Health and Safety. In addition, masks have been offered to all our church staff and their immediate family members as well as our 
deacons and any needy church members under their watch. A third member of the team, Jim Peggs, current elder, has served as the courier 
delivering masks and collecting donated supplies to aid the team.
 At a time when we might feel helpless to address this crisis these folks have found a way to make a difference one person at a time. By 
putting their faith into action they are indeed making God’s Love Visible in the World. 

Reaching Out with Compassion in the Coronavirus Crisis.  
Want to help? Be involved, contribute, donate and volunteer in safe and effective ways.  Here are ways you can support our communi-
ty’s need in the Covid-19 Crisis:

1. Donate Grocery Staples to Food Gatherers - Donate canned food and other staples to this backbone of the food supply chain for 
every program, agency and ministry. Food items may be dropped off in outside bins at First Pres Mondays - Thursdays from 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monetary gifts can be made by check or online at www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate 

2. Donate Lunches with Love for Food Gatherers - These pre-packed meal bags are a great way to provide ready-to-eat food to our 
community. Bins are located at First Pres outside the Memorial Garden entrance Monday –Thursdays 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. To 
learn more, click here.  

3.  Help Alpha House Families - With the families at Alpha House sheltering in place, lunches are now being provided by congre-
gations and community groups.  If you’d like to help out (support of the homeless is considered an essential service), please see the 
detailed information available from Volunteer Coordinator Mark Heffner.  There are links that show available dates through mid 
May. If you’re interested, contact Mark directly at mheffner@alphahouse-ihn.org, 249-5014, or 249-9227.
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4. Help Thrive Juicery Support Local Emergency Room Docs & Nurses - You can help the amazing ER medical staff at the front 
lines with immune-boosting, raw, cold-pressed juice. For each dollar donated, Thrive Juicery will match the donation in juice. De-
liveries will be made daily to the University of Michigan & St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor Hospitals. Call 734-585-5221 or donate at      
https://www.thrive-juicery.com/  Note: Donate to Thrive directly, not to First Presbyterian Church.

5. Contribute to the Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass -  Help Cass Community Social Services by bringing  your donations of pa-
per towels and detergent (items always in demand at Cass) and drop them off in in the bins outside the Memorial Garden entrance 
Monday –Thursdays 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. or gifts can be made by check or online at www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate. 

Nicaragua: A Perfect Storm   Carol Smith
 In April 2018 Nicaragua found itself in the midst of a terrible political crisis when 
hundreds of people died after protesting against Daniel Ortega’s decision to raise social 
security taxes. For a decade prior, Nicaragua had seen tremendous improvements to 
infrastructure and rapidly growing tourism but that progress came to a screeching halt. 
Our mission partner CEPAD suffered from the cancellation of delegation trips but man-
aged to continue doing their important work in the rural communities.  By the spring of 
2019, a few mission teams began to return to Nicaragua. Things were looking up. 
 In February, 2020 Paul and I traveled to Managua to join in the celebration and 
groundbreaking for a long anticipated new facility called the Center for Peace. This facili-

ty will allow CEPAD to centralize their staff and will generate revenue to support their programs. This event was well attended and was 
filled with joy and hope for a bright future. Little did anyone know that COVID 19 was simmering and about to boil over.
 The COVID 19 situation in Nicaragua is vague at best. The number of positive cases is unknown. The government closed its 
borders but has done little else to stop the spread of the disease. CEPAD, again, is suffering from cancelled delegation trips and because 
of that has dismissed the delegation staff. Many of our friends: Luis, Yemila, David and more are without livelihoods to support their 
families.  It remains to be seen how Nicaragua and CEPAD weather this storm. For more information about CEPAD and its programs 
check out their website. https://cepadnica.org/

Financial Stewardship
Financial Update 
As of this writing, we have financial results through February.

• Revenue:  For the two months ended 2/29/20, pledge receipts and contributions were $39,000 
better than budget.  Thank you to all whose generous contributions made this possible!

• Expenses:  Our largest spending categories are personnel and building expenses, and our out-
lays for those two areas were $31,000 less than (better than) budget.  In all other areas combined, 
spending was right in line with our budget.

• Bottom line:  Our budget for the full year projects a deficit of $250,000 by the end of December, 
but that same budget anticipated that January and February would combine to give us a surplus of 
about $3,000.  Because of the above actual results for Revenue and Expenses, our actual surplus is 
$73,000.

• We extend a big THANK YOU to everyone who has helped us have a better-than-anticipated start to 2020!

• And… what about March and beyond?  Well, we’re gradually getting an idea of how the pandemic is affecting our finances.  In 
terms of costs, providing services and ministries through virtual means lowers our costs in some areas (e.g. we don’t have printed 
bulletins), but it raises them in others (e.g. we need the help of a production service to edit online services).  The local mission part-
ners we support have asked for an additional $45,000 in assistance, and we’re trying to figure out how to provide that.  We don’t, as 
yet, know how the pandemic will affect the ability of members to support the church with their pledges and donations.  

• Lastly, we know that some of our members will need more help than usual.  Therefore, for those of us who are able to add to 
our financial gifts to the church, this is a time when we can have a more profound impact than we’ve had in many years.  To those 
who are able to do so, we extend another big THANK YOU! 
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2020 First Quarter Giving Update
 The monthly Financial Update (see previous page) deals with our church’s Income Statement 
(revenue and expenses).  The expenses it deals with include the costs to run our church, such as 
personnel and building expenses.  It also addresses expenses that are managed by the church’s 
committees for areas such as Mission, Congregational Life and Christian Formation.  But, some 
of the generosity of our congregation never gets counted on the Income Statement.  
 An example of what gets missed would be a donation someone makes which is earmarked 
to the monthly food drive.  When that donation is received by the church, the church takes on an 
obligation to pass the donation to the food bank.  So, the accounting entry for the donation re-
cords a credit to a liability account on our Balance Sheet, rather than the revenue account on our 
Income Statement.  First Pres’s mission is to Make God’s Love Visible, but by following the proper 
accounting practices, a donation like this ends up being somewhat invisible on our financial 
reports.

 To help create more visibility to the overall generosity of the members of First Pres, the annual report presented each January at the 
annual meeting of the congregation includes an Annual Giving Statement. To help raise that visibility further, we’ll also start providing 
a quarterly look at earmarked gifts received and passed along by the church, and this is the first of those reports.
 In the first quarter of the 2020 calendar year, First Pres received $5,057 from members earmarked for our Sacred Music and Pasto-
ral Care Programs. In addition, we received $33,033 in donations from members which were passed along to organizations designated 
by the members.  These included:

Boy Scout Troop #7    $8,390 
Monthly Food Drives   $2,279
Habitat for Humanity    $   955
One Great Hour of Sharing   $4,150 
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief   $7,150   
Delonis Center    $   144   
Pilgrims of Ibillin    $5,000   
Ozone House     $1,505  

THANK YOU to everyone who made these donations and for Making God’s Love Visible!

Legacy Partner: Betsy McCallister
Give thanks to the God of heaven, for His steadfast love endures forever. Psalm 135:26  

 I have been blessed by fellowship at First Presbyterian Church for 29 years so becoming a Legacy Partner felt like a natural step.  
Ben and I arrived in A2 in 1991 and we were quickly introduced to First Pres by my Uncle Dave and Aunt Martha Krehbiel. A family 
connection may have brought us here but it is this unique church family that has kept us here.  
 Not only did this church provide great ministry for our growing family but it demonstrated Christ’s love beyond it’s beautiful 
walls better than any church we had been a part of. First Pres’s commitment to mission impressed me then and continues to today.  
Every single day, you can see lives improved by this congregation’s many ministries.  I wish this to continue forever.  
 Another part of First Pres that I love is our commitment to the future of ministry through the Resident Ministry 
Program. What a blessing our residents have been to our community and how wonderful to know that it is only 
the beginning!  I wish this to continue forever.  
 On a personal note, First Pres has been a foundation. Over the years it has provided a place to learn as well 
as teach, serve as well as receive, lead as well as follow, laugh as well as mourn, love, praise and pray,  but perhaps 
most importantly, it has provided a place to step out of a busy life and just be-in fellowship-in Christ- belong-
ing, forgiven and accepted. It has been a life affirming way to start and end a week. I wish this opportunity 
to be available for everyone in our community, always. 
 I am grateful that the Legacy Program provides a way for me to give thanks and support a 
healthy future for our church and our many ministries. 
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The Session - the governing board of the church - consists of twenty-four Elders elected by the congregation 
to three-year terms.  They meet monthly (except, usually, in July) to oversee the church’s financial and 
programmatic life, and to hear reports from the church’s staff, committees and working groups.  The Rev. 
Rick Spalding, as Interim Pastor, currently serves as Moderator; the two installed Associate Pastors are 
also voting members.  Elder Linda Rex is Clerk of Session.  During the Stay At Home order, meetings are 
conducted by video-teleconference. 

At the March 18 Meeting of Session ...
The meeting opened with prayer for the special needs of the congregation, and for all who are feeling especially burdened by the impact 
of COVID-19.  Session then proceeded to: 

1. approve the request by the Mission Committee
a) to allocate $7500 from the Local Mission Grant Fund to respond to the immediate, urgent needs of our Local Community 
Mission partners to feed and care for neighbors during the current health crisis;
b) to publicize a challenge to the congregation to donate special gifts to our local mission partners, either directly or through 
First Pres; and
c) to publicize a list of curated options for First Pres members and friends to volunteer, under safe conditions, with our local 
mission partners.

2. support the request from Christian Formation, in collaboration with Adult Education and Congregational Life, to sponsor local 
walks at Gallup Park as a venue for faith exploration.   Each walk, led by two members of First Pres, will have a central theme, to be 
reflected upon at designated intervals. 
3. approve the Christian Formation request to sponsor an Appalachian Trail Pilgrimage in June, 2020.  This will align with the 
Spring education series on climate change. 

Other Reports / Discussions . . . 
1. Rev. Jay Sanderford explained the guidelines offered by the Office of the General Assembly for electronic meetings during the 
current pandemic crisis.  We have been given permission to make decisions on the operations of the Church in this format.  How-
ever, until provision is made in our By-laws to allow virtual meetings, all decisions made will need to be ratified at the next in-per-
son meeting.
2. Gary Stahl, Deacon representative, reported the activity and work of the Deacons has changed significantly due to COVID-19.  
Deacons will be canvassing their Chapels via telephone to identify and minister to those in need and will modify and adjust their 
ministry as developing situations require.
3. Governance matters included:

a. Elder Diane Hockett provided an overview of the upcoming Confirmation Class Dinner and Session Meeting (currently 
scheduled for April 22, though rescheduling may be necessary) and the role of Elders in this important milestone for the young 
people of First Pres.
b. Rev. Rick Spalding reported on the progress of the Governance Task Force.  A small, core group is currently looking at our 
By-Laws, and working to map out the most efficient way to compile and update policies and procedures, and to develop a com-
prehensive Session Manual of Operations.  Office Administrator Linda Robinson is helping to consolidate all current policies 
and procedures.
c. A dinner meeting of Session, originally planned for February, is now being considered for either June or August.  Elders are 
to advise the Clerk, Linda Rex, of their preferred date.
d. Rev. Spalding reported that Staff has had to make many decisions very quickly on addressing the needs of the Church in 
light of restrictions imposed on in-person gatherings as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.   Video meetings are now being 
used to stay in communication; live-streaming opportunities for Sunday worship and community outreach are being consid-
ered.

4. Elder Katie Parker, Congregational Nominating Committee, said the Elder / Deacon Nominations Form, generally distributed 
as a Bulletin insert, will be included in the next Newsletter.   The Committee is trying to develop a means to submit nominations 
electronically. 

Session Highlights
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5. The Property Committee deferred presenting its comprehensive report until the Session can meet in person.  Elder Ken West-
fall, Chair, advised the report is an informational assessment (rather than a set of recommendations and priorities) of the physical 
condition of the church building and the estimated costs to repair or replace the critical infrastructure needs.  Having received the 
report prior to the Session meeting, several Elders thanked the Property Committee for its work.
6. The Finance Committee is continuing to review if and how Designated Funds and Restricted Endowments can be used to 
support the work of committees and the Church operating budget.   Using these funds when available would lessen the draw from 
Unrestricted Endowment funds.  Chair Bill Upton also reported several activities are planned for Legacy Partners Week in May.
7. The Strategy Planning Group had its kick-off meeting and Elder Sue Gott, Chair, said it was well-attended and energized to begin 
its work.  Finance and Property Committees provided valuable input.  An initial draft for Session review and comment is tentative-
ly planned for late Spring.
8. Personnel Committee reported that the work on revising (or creating) job descriptions that reflect current staff responsibilities 
continues.  This is necessary to develop a meaningful evaluation process.  Sage Consultants is providing strong support to the 
Personnel Committee.
9. Revs. Melissa Anne Rogers and Jay Sanderford expressed their gratitude and appreciation to Elders for their willingness to sup-
port an online meeting, allowing them to work closely with Staff to make the necessary decisions as events unfold.   Rev. Spalding 
echoed those sentiments and asked for feedback / suggestions for improvement on this first virtual Session meeting.

The next meeting of Session is April 15 at 7:00 p.m.

At the April 15 Meeting of Session ...
The meeting opened with prayer led by Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers asking for patience and strength as we continue to deal with the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and for those in our congregation bearing additional burdens of illness, grief, and separation from 
family.  Following a quick “refresher course” on the virtual meeting platform (Zoom), Session then addressed the business at hand:
• voted to decline pursuing a Payroll Protection Plan loan under the federal CARES Act stimulus package.  The Personnel Com-

mittee had recommended to the Finance Committee that an application be made; but the Finance Committee did not feel it was 
necessary or appropriate at this time, particularly since there are businesses and other employers in much greater need.  Finance 
brought the matter to Session; after considerable thoughtful discussion, by a vote of 18-8, it was decided not to apply for a loan at 
this time.  It was noted that, should another such stimulus package be made available at a later date, Finance/Session could re-visit 
the matter.

• deferred action on a motion from the Finance Committee to approve a special appeal to the congregation to 1) cover the added 
(and unbudgeted) expenses of creating and broadcasting virtual services and continue our many ministries with virtual meetings, 
and foster connectivity and inclusion among the members, and 2) allow First Pres to respond to the increase requests for funding 
from our local mission partners.  While acknowledging the need for additional funding, Session tabled the motion, encouraging 
Finance to re-submit its request with more details on costs, and on how any funds raised would be used.

• approved the adoption of an affirmation statement brought to Session from the Adult Ministry Workgroup of the Christian For-
mation Committee. Entitled Guidance for our Response as Christians to Public Health Crises, the statement of principle and action 
affirms what our role as Christians and as Presbyterians to be when facing a public health crisis, both immediate (COVID-19) and 
long-term (climate change).  

Guidance for Our Response as Christians to Public Health Crises – First Presbyterian Church Ann Arbor
People around the world currently face two public health crises that impact our lives and the earth and environment 
in which we live.  
The climate change crisis has been with us for decades; the PCUSA General Assembly passed a resolution in 2006 ac-
knowledging the role of human behavior in this crisis and calling on all Presbyterians to take steps as individuals and 
churches to achieve carbon neutrality. 
In 2020 we also face the pandemic of COVID-19, with direct and immediate challenges to our health and daily lives. 
“We hereby set forth our beliefs, affirmations, and commitment for facing these and other crises.” 
“God created the world and everything in it. As part of that creation, God created humans to tend to and partner with 
God in the creation and care for the world that God so loves” (Gen 1&2). we acknowledge with the Psalmist, “The 
earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it; the world, and those who live in it” (Psalms 24:1). We also believe that God 
continues the creation of the world. As Christians we are called to use our gifts as stewards of the earth and as loving 
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and caring neighbors in response to God’s call.  
Christ gave us the Greatest Commandment “To love God and our neighbors as ourselves” 
(Matthew 22:37-40) “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.”
In light of these scriptures, we approach all of creation with the peace of God. In particular we affirm the following.
We affirm…
• We affirm that the human capacities for love, empathy, compassion, and kindness, and for creating caring com-

munity together, are all awesome gifts from God.
• We affirm that the human capacity for honesty and integrity—so that we all may trust and rely upon each other’s 

eyes and ears and minds and hearts—is an awesome gift from God.
• We affirm that the human capacities for competence, expertise, and knowledge-building—and for scientific, med-

ical, and technological advances—are all awesome gifts from God.
• We see no rift between God and love, between God and honesty, between God and science/medicine.

We believe…
• We believe that God is revealed in love, that God is revealed in honesty and integrity, that God is revealed in the 

scientific and medical understandings that help us to be faithful stewards of all of God’s creation.
• We believe that we are all part of God’s family, and that we are profoundly interconnected.  As a deeply intercon-

nected family, what happens to one of us happens to all of us; our collective health depends upon the health of 
each and every one of us and of the ecosystems we inhabit.

Therefore…
We commit to forming our response to public health crises with honesty and integrity, following the facts and recom-
mendations of the broadest consensus of medical and scientific professionals.  

Other Reports / Discussions ... 
1. Jim Campbell, Deacon representative, reported Deacons are contacting their chapel families frequently to inquire if anyone is in 
need of a pastoral visit or other ministry.  They are encouraging members to visit the Church website and its various links to stay in 
touch with the life of the Church.  Some Deacons are delivering face masks; others send Easter cards.
2. Governance topics addressed;

a. Rev. Jay Sanderford reported the Stated Clerk of Presbytery of Detroit has provided several policy documents released by the 
General Assembly relating to the “virtual church”.  A priority of our own Governance Task Force, currently at work on revi-
sions to our By-Laws, will be to amend them to include provisions for virtual Session meetings.
b. Rev. Evans McGowan talked about the upcoming Meeting of Session on Wednesday, April 22 (via Zoom) at which eleven 
youth will be confirmed. (The dinner which traditionally precedes the meeting is being postponed.)
c. The Strategic Planning Group will be holding a workshop with Session on Saturday, May 16, to review the work done to-date 
and seek input.   A draft is targeted for completion by late June.
d. Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers shared a draft, COVID-19 Pandemic Funeral and Memorial Policy, detailing available options 
for funerals and memorial services during this period of social distancing. It also offers suggestions for digital pamphlets and 
memorial service bulletins, and other resources.

3. Revs. Rick Spalding, Melissa Anne Rogers, and Jay Sanderford expressed their gratitude to the Staff of First Pres for working so 
quickly and creatively to transition from an in-person to on-line ministry.  The challenges have been great, but the rewards equally 
so.
4. The Property Committee shared pictures of a proposed front entrance ramp design.   Elder Ken Westfall, Chair, asked for feed-
back and input.
5. The Finance Committee reviewed the February financial report; revenue is exceeding expenses.  The Committee is continuing 
to examine the Designated Funds and Restricted Endowments to determine if monies can be used to support the Church Operat-
ing Budget and reduce withdrawals from the Unrestricted Endowment Fund.

The  next meeting of Session is April 22 at 7:00 p.m.


