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Rev. Melissa Anne was recognized at the Washtenaw Community College 2019 Women’s 
Council Luncheon. The event honors women who have made significant contributions to 

the Washtenaw County community. 

Highlighting the Resident Ministry Alumni Weekend
 On Saturday and Sunday, June 1 and 2, First Pres will 
celebrate our Resident Ministry Program with our first-ever 
Alumni weekend. Saturday features a Resident Ministry Breakfast 
with presentations by former Residents, Revs. Angela Ryo and 
Evans McGowan and conversations with two of our admired 
Residency Program Coordinators, Revs. Eldon Beery and Budge 
Gere. Sunday will highlight the Revs. Lindsay Conrad and Nancy 
Benson-Nicol as our keynote preachers for the 8:00, 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. worship services. A special Coffee Hour reception will 
highlight the contributions of our Residents to First Pres and their 
influence in Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 We experience first-hand the continuous contributions of 
Residents to our life at First Pres. They preach, teach, visit, laugh, 
lead, pray, and influence our lives in real and meaningful ways. 
As one of our distinctive and successful programs, First Pres will 
welcome our tenth cohort of Residents in August 2019 as this 
innovative program continues to influence Presbyterians across
the United States. Rev. Dr Lee Hinson-Hasty of the Presbyterian 
Foundation says this about our influence: “We celebrate with you 
two decades of launching an amazing cohort of more than 30 
Residents into pastoral ministry. The expansive geographic and 
generational impact of your collective contribution to the larger 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and national community is deep 
and wide.  A church culture that seeks, finds, prays for, forms, 
and funds the next generation of pastoral leaders is pooling up in 
pockets around the nation and what First Presbyterians in Ann 
Arbor pour into that rising tide is significant and notable.” 
 When Andrew Frazier, Khayla Johnson and Amy Ruhf begin 
their Residency in mid-August of this year, they will continue the 
tradition of excellence in Presbyterian ministry and leadership 
development that was begun in 2001 with the first ever cohort 

of Residents, one that 
included Revs. Sung 
Soo (Sam) Jun, Robert 
Woodruff and one of 
our featured preach-
ers for our Alumni 
Weekend, Nancy 
Benson-Nicol. Beyond 
Ann Arbor, First Pres 
Residents lead major 
congregations around 
the country: Rev. Jenny 
McDevitt at Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York, Rev. Lindsay Conrad 
at First Presbyterian in Mankato, Minnesota, Rev. Brennan Blue 
at St. Luke Presbyterian, Minnetonka, Minnesota, Rev. Sara Wiles 
at Bethany Presbyterian in in Tacoma, Washington and Rev. Matt 
Nickel at historic Jefferson Avenue Church in Detroit. And 
former Residents shape the vital work of strong congregations 
in Cincinnati, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis, Palm Beach, 
Albuquerque, Edwardsville, Illinois, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 
Virginia Beach, Virginia and Charlotte, North Carolina.  
 Celebrate this remarkable ministry on June 1 and 2 as we 
acknowledge the generosity and gracious 
heart of First Pres that has been poured into 
the lives of so many Residents, who have in 
turn shared the wide and bountiful love of 
God in so many congregations across the 
United States and around the world!   
 See you in church!
  Jay Sanderford
  Associate Pastor
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Worship & Music

Summer Worship, Open Hours, Office Hours
Remember, for easy access during the week, carry your fob!  Fobs are available to members for $10 each. Contact the Church 
Office for yours. 

Summer Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Friday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Summer Building Access For Those WITHOUT Key Fobs: 
Volunteers can buzz you into the building: 

Monday - Friday 8:30 - 4:00 p.m.    
Saturday No Entry
Sunday   Building is unlocked 7:15 - 5:00 p.m..

Summer Building Access For Those WITH Key Fobs:
Monday - Thursday    8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Building is unlocked 7:15 - 5:00 p.m.

Exceptions: 
• On holidays such as Memorial Day, Labor Day, etc., the building is 

closed and there is no key fob access.
• This year, the building will be closed Thursday, July 4 through Saturday, 

July 6 For annual floor maintenance.  Worship will be held as usual on 
Sunday, July 7.

• On Sundays there is no key fob access because the building is unlocked.  
When no events are scheduled after worship, the building may be 
locked early. 

Get Ready to Evacuate!
Our annual church evacuation drill will take place on June 9, following 
the 9:30 a.m. service.  Remember, there’s no 11:00 a.m. worship service 
that day because of the church picnic, and we want to see how fast we can 
(safely) get you outside into the sunshine!  Watch for details in the bulletin. 

Sunday Worship 
June 9     

8:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall  
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
No 11:00 service – Church Picnic

June 16, 24 & 30  
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

July 1-29     
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall
9:30 a.m.  Outside Worship

August 5- September 1
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall  
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Pentecost is Sunday, June 9 - Wear Red to Worship!
The Pentecost Offering will be accepted at all services as well as at 
https://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute/donate/donate-first-presbyterian. This annual 
PCUSA offering supports the needs of children at risk as well as youth ministries including 
Youth Adult Volunteers (YAV). Forty percent of the offering will be retained to support the 
First Pres Youth Ministry Scholarship Fund which enables all young people, regardless of 
need or circumstance, to participate in the conferences, retreats, projects and adventures 
that are the foundation of faith formation.  
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All-Church Picnic - June 9
Come to the all-church picnic on Sunday, June 9, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. This year, enjoy our summer travel 
theme, Satchel’s BBQ from Detroit, A FIRE TRUCK, inflatables like “The Cliffhanger” slide, and lots of fun for children of all ages! 
String bassist, composer, arranger, bandleader and Ann Arbor jazz hero Paul Keller leads his Paul Keller AT SUNDOWN Quin-
tet as they perform from 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on the Circle Terrace. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/all-
church-picnic-reservation-2019/  Cost is $10 per person if you pay by Friday, June 8 at noon. $12 per person if you pay at the door 
(maximum $50 per nuclear family). Children 5 and under are free. 

Congregational Life

Fire Trucks & Fobs: A Safety Update
 A FIRE TRUCK! June 9  is our annual picnic preceded by our annual evacuation drill.  Have you ever wondered where a 
fire truck would need to be parked on a Sunday morning? This year, we are including a fire truck as part of the evacuation drill 
so you can see just that. The Fire Marshall is coming ahead of time to mark off the essential fire lane, and as we exit the church 
for the picnic, we’ll see what that big ol’ truck looks like in our drive!  This will allow us to plan Sunday morning parking more 
effectively. As an added bonus, kids (and adults) can enjoy and explore the truck and fire fighters up close. 
 Do YOU Need a Fob? - If you are a church member who enters the church any other day than Sunday - YOU NEED A 
FOB.  While we have welcome center volunteers, their job is to welcome visitors.  No one is here to ‘buzz’ you in after 5:00 p.m. 
and doors ARE NOT to be propped.  Propped doors are an invitation for others (and furry varmints) to enter the church.  Con-
tact the Church Office to obtain your fob. 

Parking Passes for Worship During Art Fair 
The Ann Arbor Art Fair is Thursday, July 18 -Sunday, July 21.  For worshippers on Sunday, July 
21, parking will be allowed as usual on Hill Street and Washtenaw Avenue. First Pres youth will 
sell our First Pres parking spaces to the public beginning at 11:10 a.m. to raise money for youth 
mission. If you are able to park at the Forest Avenue Parking Structure that day, thank you! Free 
parking passes will be available in the Church Office Sunday, July 7 through Friday, July 19.  They 
will allow members of our congregation to park for free during Art Fair on Sunday, July 23 in the 
Republic Parking Structure, 650 South Forest Avenue, one block from the church.  Use yours to 
park, attend the 8:00, 9:30, or 11:00 a.m. worship service, then go and enjoy the Art Fair at no additional cost.  For more infor-
mation, contact Essie Koenig-Reinke, Youth Ministries Coordinator at 662-4466, ext. 353, or essie@firstpresbyterian.org
 

Learn about our Stained-Glass Windows on YouTube! 
Ann Andrews, a long-time member of First Pres, is a resident expert on the history and evolution 
of the beautiful stained glass windows in our Sanctuary.  In a digital-film walk through on You-
Tube, Ann guides viewers through the history and artistic detail of the unique stained glass panes 
that portray the life of Jesus Christ.  The tour is a featured program on a locally-produced web site 
of Ann Arbor-area history  which includes an interview with the late Bill Stegath. To view, just click 
on this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNoAJh9rjVU. There is no charge to access. Spe-
cial thanks to Dale Leslie for creating this project, and to Jim Campbell for the video production. 
You can see this at the Watchman of the Tracks on the Youtube channel.
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Presbyterian Women
Bill McPherson & Linda Robinson Honored - During the May annual meeting Bill McPher-
son and Linda Robinson were honored with honorary life membership pins for giving of them-
selves above and beyond to our church. This award given annually is the highlight of the year and 
well deserved by both Bill and Linda. Their full bios are on the PW Bulletin Board across from 
the Welcome Center.  See for yourself how awesome Bill and Linda are!

Lex Allum, Scholarship Recipient - Lex Allum was given the PW scholarship to help with her continuing 
religious studies at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. In March she was approved as a Candidate on 
the ordination track.  Lex writes in her application for the scholarship that she would like to eventually serve 
in parish ministry but knows she will end up “Wherever the good Lord takes me.”

Love Carved In Stone - Beginning in September PW will use the Horizon Bible Study 
Love Carved in Stone - A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Gamble.   Each month, each of 
nine lessons will look at how each commandment (word) is an invitation into the passionate life with God 
and with each other. Please join us every third Wednesday from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., September – May, to study 
God’s words.  Study guides can be purchased ($10.00) by contacting Meg Brown (lmegbrown@gmail.com) by 
August 1. 

T2A2 Summer Update
20s & 30s (T2A2) Small Group meets at 7:00 p.m. at Chris Wahl’s house many Sundays this summer to read the biblical books 
of Esther and Ruth. Bring your questions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey! We invite all in their 20s and 30s 
to come and build community with us. For more information, contact Rev. Dorothy Piatt at dpiatt@firstpresbyterian.org. There 
are several breaks from Small Group during the summer, including ...

June 9  All-Church Picnic
June 16  Shakespeare in the Arb/Frozen at the Summer Festival
July 7 Independence Day Weekend
July 21 Art Fair
August 4  Dublin Irish Festival
September 1 Labor Day Weekend

Christian Meditation
Note: No meeting on June 1
Christian meditation will be held on Saturday, June 15, in Monteith Hall at 8:30 a.m. All are welcome. For more information, 
contact Jeanette Kibler,  jeanette.kibler@gmail.com.

An Invitation to Belong
Tuesdays, June 4 & 11, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., Lewis Room

     Why not make First Pres your official church home?  You can join as a full member, or an “affiliate” 
(someone whose primary membership is lodged elsewhere).  Membership classes last a brief time but help 
you find connections, answer questions, and share insights about who we are and provide a foundation in 
Reformed faith. Class members often develop meaningful friendships with each other.                                 
  The next new members class will be held Tuesdays, June 4 and 11, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., in the Lewis Room. 
We’ll provide some snacks and decaf coffee. The joining takes place on Sunday, June 16, at the 8:00 a.m. 
new member breakfast and the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  Interested? Contact Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers at 
355-2351 or mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.

First Press in August & September
The next edition of First Press will be issued August 1. Submissions are due July 10. The Fall Start Up (September) 
edition will be issued the last week of August. Submissions will be due August 10.  Submissions should be sent to 
publications@firstpresbyterian.org. Questions? Contact Mary Jones at 662-4466, ext. 349, or mjones@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Faith In Action

Poverty Does Not Take the Summer Off
For many, summer brings a slower pace, and time off from school and other activities, including church programs. Unfortu-
nately, during summer children lose the support that schools provide the rest of the year.  This is also the time that some of 
our Local Mission activities really need volunteers. If you have a few hours some weeks, please consider volunteering with a 
First Pres sponsored community partner:

Hunger/Access to Food
Community Kitchen, Delonis Homeless Shelter – preparing and serving a meal every Wednesday evening and/or 
helping guests communicate with loved ones through the Delonis Card Program. https://firstpresbyterian.org/mission/
local/delonis-center
Hope Clinic Food Pantry,Ypsilanti– helping guests select groceries, and praying with them as requested the First Satur-
day of every month (July 6, Aug. 3, Sept. 7).  https://firstpresbyterian.org/mission/local-missions/hope-clinic-food-pantry
Breakfast Program, St. Andrew’s Church - preparing and serving breakfast every morning. 
https://breakfastatstandrews.org/
IHN at Alpha House Family Shelter--preparing and serving dinner for guests, and/or planning activities for children 
after dinner. There are several dates available for your family or group to help. https://www.alphahouse-ihn.org/volunteer
Community Action Network Summer Meal Program – purchasing and assembling meals for youth summer camps at 
several locations in Washtenaw County. Families or groups can do this together. https://www.canwashtenaw.org/makea-
meal-summer

Tutoring/Academic Support
Peace Neighborhood Center –tutoring Monday-Thursday mornings, starting June 24 and especially in August during 
the Academic Bridge Camp. The camp prevents students from losing skills and helps prepare them for the new school 
year. https://peaceneighborhoodcenter.org/get-involved/

Time to Sort, Pack, & Ship for the Philippines!
Thursday - Sunday, June 27, 28, 29 & 30   
Teachers and children in the Philippines are eagerly awaiting the arrival of 
“balikbayan” boxes of school supplies and books from volunteers at First 
Pres. Donations are already pouring in for the annual  School Supply Rescue 
& Recycling project. All we need is YOU! This year there are two different 
packing locations and dates:

Thursday, June 27 - Friday, June 28, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pack elementary school books and supplies at the Rezmierskis’ garage (1050 Elmwood Drive, AA).
Saturday, June 29, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. & Sunday, June 30, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Pack middle and high school books and supplies at the Brouwers’ barn (7201 Webster Station Dr., Dexter) 

There are jobs for everyone, sorting, counting, or packing, sitting or standing, for a short while or for all four days – whatever 
you can give is valuable and worthwhile.  If you cannot travel to the Philippines, this is a way to share your energy and love 
with very needy children. See you there!

Welcoming Our Confirmands
First Pres welcomed Confirmands Ethan 
Hamden, Alex Hummel, Lance Maugh, Sarah 
Meyers, Lucy Schneidewind, Lana Smith, Chloe 
Sprauge, Thomas Swindle and Joey Wisniewski 
as our newest members April 28-29.
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Niger Happenings
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
Psalm 32.8   
 Instruction. These past months have been full of being instructed and the privilege of in-
structing. Michael continues working with multiple trainings in CHE. We have had a Christian 
friend and counselor working with one of our children and us to improve the way we manage 
emotions in the home. We’re also looking for God’s instruction in discerning the future of CHE 
and our family in Niger. Please pray for us in these things and keep up your great support and 
encouragement that helps us in this learning and serving!

Niger... A Possible NEW International Mission Team! 
 In the same country as PC(USA) Co-workers Michael and Rachel Ludwigs (Niger), PC(USA) Co-workers Jim and Jodi 
McGill have been devoted to two projects. Jodi works with a new nursing school and Jim with WaSH (Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene).  Church member Cheong-Hee Chang recently visited Niger, met the McGills and Ludwigs and learned about their 
work as well as student hosting centers. At the 2018 Mission Bazaar, we raised funds to help support 
a similar student hosting center near the Ludwigs’ town, Maradi. 
 To initiate the Niger Mission Team, we will invite the Ludwigs on June 16 to learn more about 
their work in Niger. Cheong-Hee will introduce the work of McGills. Please join us to be part of a 
possible new NIGER Mission Team. Learn about the projects and what First Pres can do to work 
with one of the least developed countries in the world. Please contact Cheong-Hee (heechang@
umich.edu) if you have any questions. 

Niger Day at First Pres! The Ludwigs & McGills visit June 16! 
Watch the Sunday Bulletin for more information. Michael and Rachel Ludwig AND  Jim and Jodi 
McGill will visit Sunday, June 16. Learn more about the important work these mission co-workers are doing in Niger.   

Thanks from the WCC Student Emergency Food Pantry
Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, THANK YOU for your recent donation of 200 plus food items to 
the Washtenaw Community College (WCC)  Student Emergency Food Pantry.  Your continued support has allowed WCC to 
provide a little over 330 bags full of nonperishable food items in the past year.  Not only are we grateful, but our students are as 
well.  By providing them food, it helps keep them in school.  Thanks again for your support!  Here are some quotes from visi-
tors on how the pantry has helped them ... “Keeps me healthy for a few weeks,”  “[It helps me] to become more focused in class 
without being hungry,” “It has helped me because I’ve struggled to get groceries,” “Please continue this good service.”
 Liz, Cheryl, Leslie & Carol - The SRC Staff 
 

ESL Art & Architecture Tour of First Pres
 On a delightful spring afternoon in April, the English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Ministry conducted its annual Art and Architecture Tour at First Pres.  From its incep-
tion 2014, the tour has been continually enhanced and conducted by tutor and First Pres 
member Pam Ehrhart.  It  is very well received by the international learners who partici-
pate in weekly language groups.   
 Pam has named the tour, “First Presbyterian Church Art and Architecture as a Jour-
ney in Time.” She begins on the front lawn, proceeds through the front doors and into the 
narthex, down the center aisle of the sanctuary, and, ultimately, to the chancel focusing 
on the neo-gothic architecture and symbolism in the stained glass windows. We were fortunate to have had Paul Haebig, First 
Pres’ interim organist, demonstrate the Schoenstern organ.
 Sincere appreciation for the tour was expressed by the learners themselves:  “I personally pretty much like this tour.  Actu-
ally, this is already the second time that I visited here.” “ I like the history of the First Presbyterian Church as well as the archi-
tecture.” “I appreciate Pam’s instruction.” “I love the atmosphere here!”  For further information on the ESL Ministry at First 
Pres contact Ruth Primas at ruthp@umich.edu.   
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$75,000 Given By First Pres’ Local Mission Grant Program
 For 2019 the Local Mission Grant Program re-assessed the concerns of the community as well as 
the congregation and decided to continue placing top priority on three areas of local need, 1)community 
mental health, 2) shelter/housing/homelessness and 3) hunger/food/nutrition. Additional priority areas 
include emergency assistance & coordination of care, social justice, sdvocacy and education, youth/chil-
dren, and vulnerable elderly.
 We received applications from 15 local community agencies. Each application was evaluated by 
eight to ten members of the Local Mission Committee, and was then discussed with the group to deter-
mine the award amount:

Ozone House - Mental Health for At Risk College Students $10,000 
Habitat of Huron Valley - House of Faith, $10,000 
Fort Street Presbyterian - Community Garden and Nutrition Education, $10,000 
Cass Community SS - Lots for Tiny Homes, $8,000 
Hope Clinic - Mental Health for Uninsured, $5,000 
Community Action Network - Brick School Community Center, $5,000 
Community Action Network - Housing Support Program, $5,000 
(IHN) Alpha House – Family Shelter, $5,000 
Friends in Deed – Emergency Assistance, $5,000
Peace Neighborhood - College Prep, $4,000 
Riverside Gathering - Weekly Dinner, $3,500 
Breakfast at St. Andrew’s - $2,500         
Interfaith Center for Peace & Justice - Poverty Narratives, $2,000 

Thanks to your generosity, many of our neighbors in need will find help and hope! For more information 
please visit https://firstpresbyterian.org/mission/local-missions/local-mission-grant-program or direct 
questions to Martha Kershaw at mdkershaw@sbcglobal.net.

Children & Families

Summer Vacation Bible School - - Life in Jesus’ Time
June 18, 19 & 20    9:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
 Our VBS campers experience the life and family customs of Bible times by 
visiting the arts and crafts Marketplace shops, traveling to the Story Teller’s tent, 
attending Synagogue School, playing games, and more.  Register your young 
fives - fifth graders at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/vacation-bi-
ble-school-child-registration/. Friends are welcome!
 Volunteer!  There are many ways that adults, middle schoolers, and high 
schoolers can volunteer.  Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/
vacation-bible-school-volunteer-registration/ Questions? Contact Beca 
Torres-Davenport at btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org or Cindy King at 
cking@firstpresbyterian.org.

Sign Up for Camp Westminster! 
Spots are still open for Camp Westminster, Adventure Camp July 28 -August 3 and 
scholarships are available. Second through ninth graders are invited to attend and 
learn more about God, explore nature, and make new friends. Tenth graders and up 
can enroll in high school camps, typically lasting two weeks. Sign up at 
https://campwestminster.com/summercamp/registration-information/.
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Celebrate Summer at the All Youth & Family Pool Party! 
Sunday, June 2, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Bring your family to Peggy and Carter Hodgson’s house (5566 Ciderberry Dr., Brighton, MI 48116) and jump into summer with 
us! We will swim, eat good food and spend time celebrating the end of the school year together. We look forward to seeing you 
there! Email Essie to RSVP for yourself and your family!

Corner Health Center Book Drive A Success!
4th & 5th Grade Spring Mission Project
THANK YOU, First Pres congregation, for supporting the 4th and 5th grade mission project! 
Over 300 books for infants through teens were delivered to Corner Health Center in Ypsilanti, 
MI, providing books for use their waiting area AND offering young families a chance to take 
books home to read together. Corner Health Center firmly believes reading fosters creativity, 
imagination, love of learning, and hope. 
 
A New Look at Faith Formation
On May 8th, all Christian Ed. groups gathered together for dinner and enjoyed a thought-pro-
voking discussion about the paradigm shift from age-segregated education into dynamic Chris-
tian Formation, using our head, heart, and hands to grow in Christ from cradle to resurrection. 
Rev. Angela Ryo, Associate Pastor of Christian Formation at Kirk in the Hills, Bloomfield Hills, 
MI challenged us to think outside our comfort zone and reimagine what Christian Formation 
looks like at First Pres. There was excitement and eagerness for the future. We look forward to 
continuing the process.

Youth Ministry

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:14-16

When:  Sunday, June 23 - Saturday, June 29 
Who: All youth (incoming 6th - graduated Seniors) 
Cost: $150 per student. Scholarships & Family Rates available 

Middle and high school students are invited to become extensions and bearers of God’s grace to the Metro Detroit area for a week. 
Students will plan to usher transformation into the world but should also expect the risk of being transformed themselves. Those 
who are called, contact Essie Koenig-Reinke at essie@firstpresbyterian.org to reserve your spot before June 5.

First Pres Youth Ministries’
Presbytery of Detroit Youth Mission Blast! 

Triennium Youth Conference 2019!  
Every three years 3,000 Presbyterian youth from around the country gather on the cam-
pus of Purdue University for five days of conversation, recreation, worship, learning and 
fun… in other words, Triennium! Keep our youth in your prayers as they join the Detroit 
Presbytery delegation in attending this outstanding youth conference.  They will experi-
ence God’s love in powerful and compelling ways and will learn how to serve Christ with 
intelligence, energy, imagination, and love.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  
Adams High School (Rochester, MI) 
Kayla Coen 
Daughter of Melissa & Rick Coen
Granddaughter of Ralph & Ginger Winter
Attending Belmont University

Dexter High School 
Nicole France 
Daughter of Jennifer & Chet France 
Attending the University of Michigan 

Huron High School
John “Jack” Santinga 
Son of Peter & Dianne Santinga 
Attending The University of Michigan

Pioneer High School
Lydia Schaafsma 
Daughter of Nancy VanderKuyl & 
Jim Schaafsma 
Attending The University of Michigan

Kate Knibbs 
Daughter of Diane & Randy Knibbs
Attending Washtenaw Community College

Saline High School
Ethan Bilby 
Son of Sheila & Keith Bilby 
Attending Washtenaw Community College

Charlie Rogers 
Son of Melissa Anne & Jim Rogers 
Attending Hope College 

Skyline High School
Leina Kaehr 
Daughter of Monte & Makie Kaehr
Attending The University of Michigan

Claudia Morville
Daughter of Susan & Peter Morville 
Attending The University of Colorado

Aedan Mulcrone
Son of Renee & Jim Mulcrone
Attending Michigan State University

UNDERGRADUATE  &
ADVANCED DEGREES
Peter Beck
B.S., Cellular & Molecular Biology
University of Michigan 

Sarah Fuhrman
B.S., Mechanical Engineering
University of Michigan 

Christina Fosheim-Hoag  
B.S.E., Computer Science 
University of Michigan

Maddie Mervis 
B.S., Biomolecular Science
University of Michigan 

Margaret Poppe 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering
University of Michigan

Ian McKenny
B.A., Public Policy  
University of Michigan 

Erin Tichenor
B.A., Sociology,
Boston University

Connor Baechler
B.B.A., Business Administration
University of Michigan

Congratulations 2019 Graduates!
Listed below are the names that were received as of  May 15. 

Graduates

Campus Ministry: UKirk Summer Update
We had a full campus ministry year, with our weekly regular programs and some 
new initiatives this year, like the mission trip to Puerto Rico and the student/young 
adult yoga class, which have both been a success. We wrapped the year up by 
celebrating our graduating seniors with a special brunch, and offering hospitality to 
all students with our Michigan Meltdown event, an ice cream social in front of the 
church on the last day of classes. It was a fun afternoon with nice weather and even 
our volunteers had a great time!  This summer we’ll take a break from our regular 
college lunch and Wednesday@8 programs, but we’ll still still be around to meet 
up with students for coffee and we’ll still offer our yoga class. Please talk to Evans 
McGowan at emcgowan@firstpresbyterian.org if you’re new or want to meet up for 
coffee and talk to Blair about yoga at bbuckley@firstpresbyterian.org

Ukirk @ UMich
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Financial Update
The Session and the Finance Committee are committed to providing regular financial updates to our members and friends.  The 
following financial information is for the month of April and year to date for the 2019 fiscal year. 

For the month of April:
Total income received:  $ 187,225
Total expenses:   $ 148,036
Surplus):   $   39,189

Year-to-Date through April:
Total income received:  $ 709,753 (31.2 % of our annual budget)
Total expenses:   $ 605,973 (26.6% of our annual budget)
Surplus :    $ 103,780

 FYI, two important initiatives take place over the Spring and Summer months in the Finance Committee.  First, the 
Stewardship Work Group is planning for the annual giving appeal that happens in September/October each year.  The pledges 
committed during this period will fund First Pres’ expenses in 2020.  Our combined support allows First Pres to provide 
meaningful worship, fund mission efforts, maintain facilities, provide Christian education, support meaningful ministries 
and rich congregational life, and pay our staff to breathe life into all these activities.  First Pres can’t do these things without your 
support.  Thank you!  
 Second, Session committees begin work on the 2020 budget so it can be approved in December and presented to the 
congregation at the annual meeting in January.  Session and Finance will incorporate the ongoing work of the Vision and Mission 
work group to align the 2020 budget with their findings/roadmap.  Pledges received in Fall 2019 make the budgeting process 
easier, as we are more certain of the incoming revenue to cover projected expenses.  Again, thank you! 

Legacy Partners – Lorna Prescott
        What a privilege it was to be asked by Endowment & Special Gifts to write why Jerry and I included First 
Presbyterian Church in our wills. Both Jerry and I were brought up in the First Presbyterian Church of Flint, 
Michigan. I sang in the youth choir and Jerry played basketball in the gym so 1st Pres was part of our early 
years. I remember my father saying and teaching me to be supportive of the three Cs in our lives ... communi-
ty, church and college which he included in his will. So we have been fortunate to be able to follow suit. 
        We were married in Flint First  Presybterian Church and our two oldest children were baptized there. 
Then coming to Ann Arbor in 1966, we joined First Presbyterian Church right away and later had our two 

younger children baptized here. From there worshiping each Sunday, being Sunday school teachers, serving as Deacons and Elders 
were part of the activities we enjoyed being part of. We lived by the motto “those who pray together, stay together.”
 Now, being a widow, I find myself relying on and praying for God's guidance and support. Jerry's ashes are in First Pres’ Memorial 
Garden and I plan to be next to him when the time comes. Our hope is that our children will remember us as part of our church both 
eternally and monetarily.

Financial Stewardship

Transitions

Your 2020 Stewardship Work Group hard at work!

We Celebrate the Birth of: 
Lucy Tharp, March 6, 2019, daughter of  Kerry and Darin 
Tharp, and granddaughter of  Sandy and Mark Fogerty.

Samson Kuszak, March 1, 2019, son of  Jillian and Tony 
Kuszak, and grandson of  Terri and Cary Tripp.

Lorna and Otto Oslin, son and daughter of Anneke and 
Corey Oslin, grandson and granddaughter of Alison Hol-
combe, and great-grandson and great-granddaughter of 
Machree Robinson and Marilyn Vander Velde.

We Grieve the Death of:
Wilbur Argersinger - May 14  

We Celebrate the Marriage of: 
Beatrice Santinga and Eric Krutel - April 6
Kelsey King and Thomas Kaercher, May 11
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Rev. Dorothy Piatt – Resident Minister Reflection
Once again we are coming to the end of two years with our current cohort of Resident Ministers.  
Rev. Dorothy Piatt shared some reflections of her time with us. 

What attracted you to Resident Ministry program at First Presbyterian?
The way First wholeheartedly embraces the work of developing pastors to serve God and others in 
today’s world is impressive. Mentors suggested the Resident Ministry program would enable me to 
explore congregational ministry comprehensively with particular emphases on pastoral formation, 
congregational relationship building, communal contextualization, reciprocal action and reflection, 
and vocational discernment. The program’s immersive approach, dedicated supervision and men-
torship, peer fellowship and communal learning, and opportunities for regular worship leadership 
— as well as giving and receiving constructive feedback on ministerial skills — seemed like catalysts 
for mutual challenge and growth.

Did your experience here meet your expectations?
 The RM program has allowed me to be part of a collaborative ministry team with a large congregation, to balance varied 
roles and responsibilities of being a pastor, and to lay the foundation for theologically enriching ministry that reaches back to 
mine Reformed wisdom, stays present to the contemporary needs of God’s people and creation, and looks forward with hope 
and excitement to how the Church can serve God's kingdom/kindom during a time of adaptive change.
 I have been pleasantly surprised at how warm and welcoming this community is for a large church. I also didn't envision 
the church would undergo as much transition as it has during the past couple years; however, walking alongside the congre-
gation and fellow staff members during this period has been an amazing learning experience. It has been a blessing beyond 
measure to have such outstanding colleagues in ministry, from our lay leaders and administrative staff to our pastoral and 
program staff. It has been a joy to belong to such a transformative community of learning, faith, and service! It's also inspiring 
to witness the congregation moving forward with hope and renewed senses of creativity and collaboration. I hope I've made 
unique, positive contributions to that process.

Did your experience help you to discern what area of Ministry you would want to seek in your next call?
 Absolutely! People at First Pres encouraged me to stretch into my love for congregational ministry by learning from every-
one around me (peers included) how to grow in preaching, pastoral care, teaching, and leading while remaining authentic to 
who I am as a person and pastor. When this cohort began our RM experience, I was just beginning to allow myself to envision 
working within congregational ministry after a positive internship experience in Nashville. This church — members and staff 
alike — has taught me so much even while also learning from me and affirming my call. 
 It has been such a challenging and rewarding two years, and I'm going to miss the First Pres community tremendously!

Resident Ministry Corner

2019 All Church Gathering - Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island 


