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 Psalm 98 inspires us to “Sing to the Lord a new song.”  
From its beginning, the Music Ministry at First Presbyterian 
has endeavored to fulfill the mission of leading the congrega-
tion in worship.  As the Interim Director of Music Ministries 
for the past seven months, I have witnessed the dedication 
of hundreds of First Presbyterian members striving week in 

and week out to “Make a joyful 
noise to the Lord”!  As we work 
together to build our future, it 
has been impressive to be part 
of the leadership team and to 
see firsthand how the staff and 
congregation have risen to the 
task of continuing to be a force 
for good in the community.  First 
Presbyterian has a well-deserved 

reputation as a congregation that highly values social justice 
and mercy.  That reputation continues today.  Every one of you 
plays an important role in your daily encounters to represent 
the “body of Christ, the community of believers”.  Our January 
Rotating Shelter program is a wonderful example of this.
 My tenure as the Interim Music Director at First 
Presbyterian will come to an end on February 24.  My wife 
Susan Froelich and I would like to thank all of you for your 
friendship and kindness.  Your warm embrace has been 
appreciated.  We will continue to be members at First Presby-
terian and to support its programs.  Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to serve as your Interim Director of Music 
Ministries.  
 God bless you all.

Peace,
Rick Ingram

Author Howard Markel Speaks at Lunch & Learn
Thursday, February 14 at noon
 Mature Ministries welcomes Dr. Howard Markel to our February Lunch & Learn.  Dr. 
Markel’s new book is The Kelloggs: The Battling Brothers of Battle Creek. We encourage you to 
purchase the book on your own and bring it for Howard to sign. Reservations are required for 
this event. Sign up soon, lunch is $5.
 Dr. Howard Markel is a NYT-bestselling author, the George E. Wantz Distinguished 
Professor of the History of Medicine, and director of the Center for the History of Medicine at 
the University of Michigan.  About his new book, the National Book Review called it “Insight-
ful and entertaining . . . A revealing window into America as it evolved from the Civil War to 
World War II." Booklist’s starred review said that “sibling rivalry has rarely been so dastardly 
and delectable.” 
 The movie, “The Road to Wellville,” based on a different book about the Kellogg brothers, will be viewed as a follow 
up, on Thursday, February 21, at 10:00 a.m., in the Curtis Room. There is no cost for this event, and popcorn is provided! 
Sign up for both events in the Church Office, or  at www.firstpresbyterian.org.

A plethora of Presbyterians at the Annual Meeting
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Worship & Music
Piano Donated in Honor of Judy Slade
First Pres sends heartfelt thanks to Bill Slade for his gracious donation of a Kawai grand piano in memory 
of his dear wife Judy.  Judy was a long-time member of the First Pres Chancel Choir.  The piano will be 
located in the Social Hall and will be used for congregational singing at many events in the future.

Glory to God Hymnal Coming ... to the Sanctuary!
A new purple hymnal, Glory to God, is replacing the blue Presbyterian Hymnal!  The goal is to have the hymnals in our Sanctu-
ary by April 21, Easter Sunday. It will guide our singing and enliven our congregation’s worship for a long time to come.  While 
new to the Sanctuary, we’ve been using this hymnal in Monteith Hall since 2013.  Also, we use hymns from Glory to God in 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship several times a month. Session and our music staff are familiar with the new hymnal and are in full 
support of bringing this tremendous resource to the worship life of First Pres. Note: The only difference between the hymnals 
we will have in the Sanctuary (purple) and the ones we use in Monteith (red) is the color of the cover. 

 Why a new hymnal? It’s time! Glory to God is an official hymnal of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
which develops a new hymnal about once a generation. It features more than 850 songs and uses inclusive 
language with reference to the people of God, and expansive language with reference to God. Glory to 
God brings back favorites such as Rock of Ages, Judge Eternal, and Throned in Splendor and includes new 
selections like 21 pieces from the Taizé community and hymns from the global church. The hymnal brings 
together many musical traditions and eras, imparting the salvation history of the Christian faith combined 
with appropriate theological language when it comes to talking about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
There are 30 pages of liturgy in the front that follow traditional Reformed worship practices. 
  Donate a hymnal in memory or in honor of a loved one!  The cost is $22 per hymnal. We will put 

a bookplate in each hymnal that is purchased, reflecting your donation.  Order now at www.firstpresbyterian.org.

Rev. George Lambrides & Youth Sunday on February 24 
 Worship at 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. -  Rev. George Lambrides will preach on “Interfaith Connec-
tions.”   He will  focus on what it means to him to live in a multi-religious society, discussing his own “call” 
to connect with the multi-religious population in Washtenaw County.  
 Rev. Lambrides is the  Co-Director of the Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County, an organi-
zation that helps create a local culture of understanding and inclusion through education, dialogue and 
shared practices. In his American Baptist career, Rev. Lambrides has been a church pastor, including AT 
the First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, and 
palliative care hospital chaplain at the U M Health System.

 Worship at 9:30 a.m. - A wonderful worship service is being planned and led by the youth in 
celebration of Youth Sunday. Join us as we share in this worship experience together. 

Financial Stewardship

Financial Update
The Session and the Finance Committee are committed to providing regular financial updates to our members and friends. 
The following financial information is for the month of December and year to date for the 2018 fiscal year which ended De-
cember 31, 2018. The 2018 year-end financial report and the Church budget for 2019 was presented at the annual meeting of 
our congregation on January 27, 2019, and is available for review in the Finance Office.

For the month of December: 
Total income received:  $ 230,861 
Total expenses:   $ 236,435
Shortage:    $    (5,575)
  

Year-to-Date through December:
Total income received:  $ 1,911,096 (101.1 % of our annual budget)
Total expenses   $ 1,820,179 (96.3% of our annual budget)
Surplus    $       90,917
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First Pres Needs Your Help!
Living God’s Love – Stewardship 2019
 Thank you to all who responded with their 2019 Financial Pledge and Opportunities to 
Serve forms! As of January 31, 2019, we’ve received 485 pledges totaling $1,455,018, or 85.6% 
of our $1,700,000 goal. If you have not yet turned in your commitment forms, now is the 
time!
 The 2019 church budget was presented at the congregational meeting on January 27, 
2019, and there will be a shortfall based on current pledges and proposed expenses.  Any 
shortfall will have to be covered by undesignated bequests or a reduction in expenses by 
cutting back church programs.  
 Please consider your response to God’s invitation to Live His Love, and return your 
pledge forms to the Finance Office or pledge online at www.firstpresbyterian.org/contribute 
as soon as possible. With your help and engagement, First Pres will continue to Live God’s 
Love in our congregation, our community, and around the world.

Legacy Partners … Jim Clark & Nancy Janz Clark
 The Janz-Clark family has been blessed to be part of First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor for over 40 years. This church 
has been a wonderful source of comfort in times of challenge as well as a place to celebrate many blessings in our lives. While 
some of the faces have changed over the years, the caring relationships and supportive environment have been a constant source 
of inspiration to our family.
 The vibrancy of this church depends on an on-going commitment to programs such as children’s ministry, pastoral care, 
music programs, mission programs and so many more. It also requires the ability to fund new initiatives or grow programs that 
set the church apart and invite new ways to embrace God’s work in our community and the world. New ideas and/or expanding 
programs often require additional funding. For example, we are grateful to have been a part of First Pres when we accepted the 
challenge of establishing a Resident Minister Program to further train ordained ministers. How proud we are that First Pres con-
tributes to the mentoring of such promising future church leaders while also deriving tremendous benefit from their meaningful 

service to our church.  A healthy endowment will ensure that new exciting and essential programs 
such as this can be sustained for future generations. 
 In our estate planning we asked ourselves, where would we like to see our legacy continue in 
the future?  First Presbyterian was a certain choice. We have so benefited in our faith journey from 
the support of ministers, the range of programs, the cherished relationships and the comfort of 
knowing that we have a church home. While we do not know what God plans for this church in the 
decades ahead, we do want to be part of making certain that First Pres has an opportunity to grow 
and be vibrant for the generations that follow. We hope that all of you will give the Legacy Partner 
Program careful consideration in your plans for the future!

Congregational Life
Cookie Exchange for Valentines!
On Sunday, February 10, the Congregational Life Committee is sponsoring a cookie exchange during 
Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. in the Social Hall.  Just bring two dozen cookies of your choice and you’ll go 
home with a bag of totally different cookies.  Sounds easy?  It is!  If you want to decorate or shape the 
cookies for Valentine’s Day, all the better.  If you are not so inclined, that’s great, too … just bring your 
favorite batch to share. Questions? Contact Gail Grady at 222-0772 or gailgradycm@yahoo.com. 

Christian Meditation
Join us for Christian Meditation Saturdays, February 2 and 16, at 8:30 a.m. Refresh yourself with a time of prayer and 
contemplation. Questions? Contact Jeanette Kibler at jeanette.kibler@gmail.com or 646-9795. 
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Men’s Breakfast – People Are Watching!
Saturday, February 9, 9:00 a.m.
  Each of us leaves a lasting impact and legacy on the people we meet. Whether we realize it or not, 
our lives may from time to time be thought of by others in ways that give them strength, guidance, and 
encouragement. During this study, we’ll think about those who have impacted us, and consider how we 
might be more mindful of the ways our lives impact others. The cost for the breakfast is $5. 
 Our guest speaker is former resident minister,  the Rev. Dr. Aaron P. Janklow, now the Executive 
Pastor of the Royal Poinciana Chapel in Palm Beach, Florida. Aaron completed his Ph.D. in Christian 
Ethics and Practical Theology at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland in July 2017, and during his five 
years in Scotland served as assistant minister at St. Giles’ Cathedral, the High Kirk of Edinburgh, which 
was the site of the Scottish Reformation under the leadership of the Cathedral’s minister at the time, John 
Knox. Importantly, he has a heart for volunteerism and outreach, and has worked with Best Buddies and 
participated in numerous mission trips around the world, and worked with local non-profits. Aaron is 
engaged to Laurel Hoffman, and will marry this summer, in Florida. Come welcome Aaron!

First Pres Yoga 
The truth, even though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am the chosen child of God, precious in God’s eyes, 
called the Beloved from all eternity, and held safe in an everlasting belief.    - Henri Nouwen

Believing and embracing our identity as God’s beloved also calls us to take care of the bodies God gave us. Do this by joining us 
for the First Pres yoga class this month! This beginner-friendly yoga class will meet Thursdays, February 7 and 28, from 5:00 – 
6:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. Questions? Contact Rev. Blair Buckley (RYT 200 Certified Yoga Instructor) at bbuckley@first-
presbyterian.org or 662-4466, ext. 354.

All Church Gathering at Mackinac Island’s Grand Hotel
Friday, May 3 - Sunday, May 5
 Reserve a room now for the All Church Gathering at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island! This two-night retreat will be a unique opportunity to get away, spend time together, 
explore an amazing part of Michigan, and stay at a historic hotel at phenomenal rates. Join 
staff and members for two nights and days of extraordinary fellowship and worship! There 
will be some activities for all ages, and plenty of time to explore the island. Reserve your spot 
now at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/all-church-retreat-may-2019/
 Cost: We are pleased to offer a rate of $131.00 per person (double occupancy) and $197.00 per person for single occupancy. 
Childrens’ rates:  0 - 9 years are free, but the baggage fee of $8.50 still applies; 10 - 17 years, $65 per day;  and 18 and over $149 per 
day. This includes a full breakfast and five-course dinner. Note that all rates are subject to the 19.5% added charge, 6% sales tax, 2% 
Mackinac Island assessment and $8.50 baggage handling charge. Transportation to the island by ferry is not included.
 
Mature Ministries Book Conversation Open to All Adults
Sunday, March 31 at 4:00 p.m.

 This Lenten season join us at Mary Smith’s house on the westside of Ann Arbor to read and discuss 
Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor.  Learning to Walk in the Dark provides a way to find 
spirituality in those times when we don’t have all the answers. Taylor has become increasingly uncomfortable 
with our tendency to associate all that is good with lightness and all that is evil and dangerous with darkness. 
Doesn’t God work in the nighttime as well? Taylor asks us to put aside our fears and anxieties and to explore 
all that God has to teach us “in the dark.” Through darkness we find courage, we understand the world in new 
ways, and we feel God’s presence around us, guiding us through things seen and unseen. Often, it is while we 
are in the dark that we grow the most.  Learning to Walk in the Dark is available from Nicola’s, Barnes and 
Noble, and Amazon. To learn more about the book we highly recommend listening to the podcast “Life After 
Dark,” by Kate Bowler, found at https://katebowler.com/barbara-brown-taylor-life-after-dark-s2e2/
 Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. RSVP to Mary Smith at marykerrick.smith@gmail.com 
or 669-4399,  the Church Office at 662-4466, or Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Congregational Life Happenings
Your Congregational Life Committee is working extra hard 
to make First Pres a warm and welcoming place.  We have a 
variety of activities coming up that will allow you to visit with 
old friends, meet new friends and share the fellowship of our 
wonderful community!  Here are a few that are coming up in 
the next few months: 

Men of Faith Breakfast with Rev. Aaron Janklow,
former Resident Minister
Saturday February 9 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cookie Exchange - Sunday February 10, 10:30 a.m. 
Bring two dozen cookies to Coffee Hour and take a dozen 
home, just in time for Valentine’s Day.

Women of Faith Brunch with Rev. Jana Reister, 
former Resident Minister 
Saturday March 2 at 11:00 a.m.

Ash Wednesday Dinner - Wednesday, March 6, 6:00 p.m. 
Have dinner before or after the 5:00 p.m. Family Friendly and 
7:00 p.m. Taizé worship services. Reserve your spot at 
 www.firstprebyterian.org.

New Member Class - Sunday March 10, 11:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
Sign up to attend with Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers at mrogers@
firstpresbyterian.org

Lenten Small Opportunities:
Benedictine Spirituality - Rev. Annette Fraser
Learn more about the paradox of quiet contemplation and 
working toward social justice. Watch for more information on 
this and other small groups forming soon.  

Questions or comments? Contact Congregational Life Chair 
Karla Olson-Bellfi at karlaolsonbellfi@gmail.com or Rev. Rogers 
at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.

Presbyterian Women in February
9:30-10:30 a.m.  - Horizon Bible Study 
in the Lewis Room. Jeannette Faber 
leads lesson 6, “God with Us in Our 
Trials”,  from God’s Promise: I Am With 
You by Amy Poling Sutherlun.   

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.  Welcome & Business Meeting
including the PW support letter, selection of Lifetime 
Membership honorees, promotion of the Birthday Offer-
ing, and a World Prayer Day reminder.

11:00 a.m.  - Noon   Program  
“New First Pres Gun Violence & Gospel Values”
Learn about our church’s newly developed policy state-
ment and action plan on gun violence and gospel values 
from church leaders and a community liaison officer 
from the Washtenaw Sheriff’s Department. View and 
discuss excerpts from Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun 
Violence the 2013 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance PBS 
Documentary. Learn ten things you can do to prevent 
gun violence. Note: men and non-Presbyterian friends 
are welcome to attend the program and lunch.

Noon  Lunch ($7) in the Social Hall. Make your 
reservation in the Church Office.

NEW! PW Weekly Bible Study
You are invited!

A Presbyterian Women weekly Bible study has begun 
that uses the William Barclay Commentary. The study 
is kicking-off with a two-month study of Paul’s letters to 
the Thessalonians. Currently ten women are participat-
ing.  There are still chairs around the table for any that 
wish to join!

Faith in Action
Hats and Socks at Delonis
On a cold December 19th evening at the Delonis homeless shelter, 114 sets consisting of a warm 
cap and two pairs of heavy socks provided by our Church were distributed to the evening meal 
guests. These were purchased from Walmart, Saline about at cost.  Words cannot describe the 
gratitude that is expressed by the homeless for this First Church tradition.  The few remaining sets 
were either given to overnight arrivals or taken to the Neighborhood Peace Center. 

Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass
Our highly successful Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass Community Social Services is again scheduled 
for the month of March.  For five years, we have collected paper towels and detergent, items always in 
demand at Cass, as part of our year-round support of Cass. Please drop off paper towels and detergent 
during the month of March in the baskets provided in the Welcome Center.  This is a great opportunity 
for family members of all ages to participate. Questions?  Contact Sue Jeffers, sjeffers1@me.com.
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How  First Pres’ Local Mission Grants Make a Difference
Two of the 2018 Local Mission Grants helped provide Food and Shelter to our vulnerable neighbors.
 Cass Community Social Services’ Travis Permanent Supportive Housing Project provides hous-
ing to formerly homeless men. It is part of a comprehensive support program that is developed to fit the 
needs of the individual resident. Each of the 17 men has his own bedroom but shares a common kitchen, 
eating area, and meeting/recreation area. A First Pres Local Mission Grant of $8,500 helped provide elec-
trical work, window repairs, seating modules and a flat screen TV, among other renovations. By providing a stable and supportive 
living situation, we are helping these men move toward their goal to assume independent, self-sufficient lives!
 Food Gatherer’s Summer Food Service Program provides low-income children with meals during school break, when they 
are not able to receive subsidized breakfast and lunch at school. Last summer, a First Pres Local Mission Grant of $4,500 provided 
approximately 13,500 meals to 610 children at 28 sites throughout Washtenaw County. By providing regular nutritious food we 
helped fight poverty and the consequences of poor nutrition, thereby helping secure brighter futures for these local children!
 The application process for 2019 Local Mission grants is underway. Learn more at https://firstpresbyterian.org/mission/lo-
cal-missions/local-mission-grant-program. We need volunteers to evaluate the applications and determine awards in late March. 
Please contact Martha Kershaw (mdkershaw@sbcglobal.net), Rev. Sanderford, or Rev. Koenig-Reinke.

Letter from Food Gatherers
Food Gatherers’ Summer Food Service Program
 Thanks to the support of the First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, in summer 2018, Food Gatherers operated Meet Up & 
Eat Up, the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) in Washtenaw County, primarily serving low-income children in Ann Arbor, 
Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti Township. The SFSP meets a critical  community need by filling a service gap and providing summer 
meals to low-income students. During the summer months, child hunger is at a high level, as students who are eligible to receive 
free and reduced-price breakfasts and lunches when school is in session are without regular meals. We are excited to share with 
you the final figures from this year’s program:

Summer Food Service Program 2018
Number of meals provided by First Pres, Ann Arbor 13,500
Total number of meals served by SFSP 2018 30,235
Total number of children served 1,367
Number of sites served 28
Produce boxes distributed to families (20# per box) 816
Additional pounds of groceries distributed 1,382

 According to the USDA, only one in ten children in the U.S. who are eligible for free summer meals actually get those 
meals. Thanks to the help of the First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, we have made significant strides in closing this gap – 
in 2018 we were able to reach 17% of food insecure children with summer meals.
 Compelling data has been emerging on the health implications of poverty. A 2016 University of Michigan study found that 
for every 1% increase in low-income status there was a 1.17% increase in the rate of overweight/obese children. Additionally, 
there is a 70% chance that an overweight adolescent will remain overweight or obese as an adult, increasing the likelihood that 
these children will eventually develop one or more diet-related illnesses. By providing regular nutritious meals we help secure 
brighter futures for these children! Thank you to the First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor for fighting hunger where we live!

Adult Education
Adult Education on Sundays @ 9:30 A.M. 
The Bible at 9:30 a.m. in the French Room/Library
“The Bible Speaks:  What Does the Bible Say About….?”   
So, what do Christians believe?  Join the discussion to explore the big ideas of the Christian faith. The group turns to the Bible 
as the source book of our Christian faith.  Bring your questions!  February discussion topics are 

February 10 - Sin  
February 17 - Original Sin  
February 24 - Grace
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First Friends in Monteith Hall
This group focuses on spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for individuals and couples seeking to connect faith 
and life. All are welcome!

February 3 – Human Trafficking, led by Peg Talburtt 
February 10, 17 & 24 – Selections from Adam Hamilton’s DVD Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White: Thoughts on  
Religion, Morality and Politics will be viewed and discussed. 

Adult Education on Sundays @ 11:00 A.M.
Exploring the Faith in Monteith Hall

Continuation of “Our Well-Being” Series - What does it mean to ‘be well’?  This series will look at different aspects of 
Well-Being, from physical and mental health, to our relationships, community, organizational, and spiritual health. 

February 3 - Mental Wellness with Dr. Cindy Crawford
        Life can be stressful!  Come to share and learn about how to stay mentally healthy in spite of the 
stressors we encounter on a daily basis.  We will identify stressors, personal responses to stress, as well 
as how we try to manage it.  Stress reducing strategies will be shared and guidance on how to get help if 
you find yourself, or someone else, in a place where the stress is no longer manageable.
        Dr. Cindy Crawford works  in private practice offering comprehensive counseling for adults and 
older adolescents.  She uses a combination of psychodynamic and cognitive behavioral approaches to 
work with clients struggling with anxiety, depression, ADHD, self-confidence, loss/grief, and relation-
ship difficulties.  

February 10 - Relationship Wellness with Lisa Pasbjerg, DCSW
        Life in the Blue Zone: The power of relationships to make you happy, make you healthy and even 
save your life!  “Blue zones”are unusual places where people are happier, healthier, and live longer than 
the vast majority of the world. In this interactive session, learn what you can do now to build more and 
better relationships personally and in our church community and live more “in the zone.”
        Lisa Pasbjerg is the founder and principal of Focused Coaching based here in Ann Arbor. An accom-
plished and ICF credentialed coach, she provides senior leaders, V.P.s, and director-level  “high poten-
tials” with the executive coaching and leadership development services they need as individuals and as 
organizations, to develop extraordinary performance through positive and powerful change.

February 17 - Compassionate Organizations with Jane Dutton 
        So what is a compassionate organization and why should we care?  A healthy organization is one 
that is also compassionate. In this interactive session, we will explore how we would know whether 
our organization is compassionate and what difference it makes to us as individuals and as a collective 
community. 
        Jane Dutton is a semi-retired professor of Business Administration and Psychology at the Ross 
School of Business. She has been studying and writing about compassion in workplaces for over 20 
years. In her newly semi-retired state, she is living out the mantra “more joy, less stress.” Jane is married 
to Lloyd Sandelands, who is also on the faculty at the business school. She delights in the fact that her 
two daughters live in town as well as her son-in-law and two grandsons.

February 24 - What Does a Healthy PCUSA Church Look Like? with Charon Barconey
        As the Body of Christ, it is time for our annual check-up! Are we healthy? Are we vital? A physical 
examination ensures that the body stays in good health and exposes areas needing attention. Together, 
we will discuss the seven “marks” of vital congregations and address any areas of concern.  The goal of 
this “check-up” is to confirm that we are on track to being the church God has called us to be.
        Charon Barconey is the newly elected Associate Executive Presbyter for the Presbytery of Detroit. 
Charon served the Presbytery as Youth Mission Coordinator and as a Commissioned Ruling Elder, 
serving as pastor to Hope Presbyterian Church in Detroit. She is a fourth generation Presbyterian, grad-
uate of the Ecumenical Theological Seminary Urban Ministry Program and proud mother of  Michael 
and Jordan.
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February First Forums
Join us at 12:15 p.m. in the Curtis/Founders Rooms. A light lunch will be served ($5)

February 17     Organizational Health            Dr. Jane Dutton 
“How Can We Awaken Compassion at First Presbyterian Church  (and Beyond)?” We will build 
on research from organizational studies to wrestle with how we can unlock more compassion in our 
church and in other organizations as well. We will focus on three pathways for awakening compassion 
and unearth together practical steps we can take to facilitate compassion here and now in our church 
(and beyond).  Following the Word in Today’s World

First 
Forums

Children & Families

Families @ First Fondue & Bingo Night
Come for great food, great company, and a great time!

WHO:  First Pres Family & Friends 
WHAT:  Families@First Fondue & Bingo Night
WHERE: Youth Room at First Pres
WHEN:  February 16, 2019 5:00 - 6:30 p.m

Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport at  662-4466 or 
btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org

Youth Connection
UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS 

All Youth Lock-In! - Saturday, March 9, 4:00 p.m. - Sunday, March 10, 10:30 a.m. 

Join us for another exciting lock-in! This time we will be splashing our way through the indoor water park at Splash 
Universe in Dundee. It’s going to be a great time of fellowship, and fun – don’t miss it!   Click HERE to sign up. Contact 
Essie Koenig-Reinke (essie@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information. Cost is $25 per student and bring a snack to share! 
Pick-up and drop off at First Pres.

BELIEVE Conference 2019 - Friday, April 26 - Saturday, April 27

All current 6th - 8th Grade Students are invited the Middle School Believe Conference 
at Hope College in Holland, Michigan. It will be an incredible experience where you 
will meet other students from all over the state, listen to good music, and spend time 
growing in faith together. Click HERE to see a video from our trip to BELIEVE last year! 
Contact Essie or RSVP if your 6th-8th grader is interested in joining us at BELIEVE this 
year. Click HERE to sign up. Contact Essie (essie@firstpresbyterian.org) for more 
information. Cost is $150 per student. Family rate is $225 total for two students from 
the same family.

Montgomery Trip in Review 
Our youth and leaders spent four days in Montgomery Alabama, walking the same streets as 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and visiting seven different Civil Rights Movement museums. 
We talked, walked, prayed, and ate our way through the week. It was an incredible experience, 
one which we will carry with us for years to come. Be sure to catch one of us to hear more 
about this trip! 

Youth visited  the Dexter Baptist Church Parsonage, 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s home  in 1952.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1thTzuBxg2yt4GzJc-JAyEpfPEMdUgfkYylGH-otOCWi-fQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s2Aa68dtgrlPknSwto_1y3kjpQYWhl-g/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2z5UM3ZaNljnSj26L2GNZ0aFfqehs2Fdv8pTPRfEHgxGO4g/viewform
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Campus Ministries at First Pres
 Campus Ministry began the Winter Semester with a strike... that is, a 
strike in bowling!  Eleven students kicked off the semester at Revel and Roll, 
many of whom bowled a triple-digit score.  We have students with many 
talents!  It was a perfect way to end the first day of classes and begin the first 
of our Wednesdays @ 8 PM small group.  The following week, the group 
visited the Rotating Shelter to converse and play board and card games with 
the men who are hosted by the church for two weeks each January.  The 
group continues to meet on Wednesday evenings throughout the semester 
for fellowship and faithful small group discussion.

UKirk@UMich

Resident Ministers’ Corner
 Nancy Benson-Nicol was a member of our first group of Resident Ministers 18 years 
ago.  She is now Development Officer for Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Austin Texas.  Recently she was asked how her time as a Resident Minister here had been 
helpful to her.  “The model of the program itself  – specifically, the cohort element – 
identifies up-front the value of establishing collegial relationships with other clergy, no 
matter what the context, call, or service.  To have ongoing conversation partners on 
matters of theology, the practices of ministry, the church and the changing culture, as well 
as prayer partners and circles of accountability, is a tremendous resource.  In recent years, 
seminaries and divinity schools have nurtured this aspect of preparation, but at the time of 
my participation in Residency, this was rather innovative.”
 Rev. Benson-Nicol has worked on behalf of Presbyterian-related seminaries with the  
Theological Education Fund which nurtured her passion for ensuring the sustainability 
of these schools and introduced her to the fundraising field.  Last February she received 
an invitation from the vice-president for development of Austin Seminary to join their 
development team. After some prayer, discernment and research, she gladly accepted that 
invitation.  She also has done many preaching and speaking engagements including with 
the Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gatherings in 2009 and 2012.  You can find one of her talks on You Tube.
 Her message to First Pres is:  “May God continue to enable, in fullness and in truth, the ministry and witness to which you are 
called.  Amen”
 Even as we celebrate one of our original Resident Ministers, we are preparing to call our next cohort.  Applications are being 
received and screened, and finalists will visit here in early March. We are continually enriched by the ministries of our current 
Residents:  Reverends Piatt, Koenig-Reinke and Buckley.  It is a joy to be a teaching congregation.

 Weekly Sunday College Lunches and coffee breaks on campus continue to be a time of connection with students as we 
check in on their stress and anxiety levels, as well as take a break from the grind of school.  Several of our students will be gradu-
ating this year and are actually working and volunteering part-time with a lighter class load!
 Do keep in mind many of our seniors - including Maddie, Chad, Peter, Michael, Christina, Emma, Abby and Andrew - who 
are interviewing for jobs and applying to graduate schools, from medical school to law school to advance degrees in computer 
science.  Congratulations to Margaret and Jenni, each of whom accepted offers in Michigan to work at General Motors!  Please 
also pray for our students who are going to Puerto Rico over Spring Break, March 2 - 9, to volunteer with the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance ongoing recovery efforts from Hurricane Maria in 2017.  Look for a list of their names in the upcoming 
March Newsletter!




