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 On the clear, cold days of this season of diminishing light, 
have you noticed what happens to the sky just a few minutes 
before daylight finally succumbs to dusk?  Once the sun has 
vanished below the horizon, a deep blue light hovers above the 
dwindling glow for a few minutes, and the silhouettes of the bare 
trees remind us that we’ve entered the season of waiting, the 
season of hunkering down, the season of the deep.  
 That deep blue is a color you’ll recognize immediately 
when you see the new paraments and stoles for Advent that will 
make their debut on December 1.  They’ll help steer us into a 
time when deep calls to deep – when darkness and cold spark a 
conscious hunger for light and warmth – when we marshal our 
spiritual energy to guard the little flames of hope that anticipation 
kindles.
 There is paradox embedded in the wisdom of the way the 
Christian church tells time.  The last page of the secular calendar 
proclaims an ending just a few weeks away – but Advent marks 
a precocious beginning of things: a new liturgical year, renewed 
expectation, hope that startles us to life.  While the earth in our 
latitude drifts into the sleep of winter, the language of our spiritual 
practice speaks urgently of awakening.  The commercial clamor 
around us is all about decorating every surface; but Advent insists 
that we go deep.
 And these are times that take us down to the depths, aren’t 
they?  The despair that comes in contemplating the condition of 
our abused, beleaguered planet… the fear that wells up as hatred 
and violence are enacted in so many places...  the sorrow that fills 
the places where the sense of community that used to hold us 
together has succumbed to estrangement and distraction...  the 
anger that flares at the apparent erosion of our values and virtues 
– integrity, courage, equity…  Deep calls to deep.  Can it be that 
the four candles we’ll light over these next Sundays will awaken
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                                                                    New Advent paraments and stoles

in us enough hope, peace, joy and love to help our world-weary 
spirits push back the darkness?
 Recently a friend urged me to watch at TED talk by Sikh 
activist Valarie Kaur.  She begins by evoking the pain of child-
birth, then widens her focus to the struggle and suffering of our 
present world, and wonders: what if the darkness around us is 
not the darkness of the tomb but the darkness of the womb?  As 
any mother knows, birth is a near-death experience.  But startling 
new life is waiting on the other side of the tribulation of birthing; 
and the way to it, Kaur says, is to breathe – and push.   
 As the new season “dawns” in the dusk of the year, we on the 
staff want to invite the First Pres family to breathe and push into 
the paradox of beginnings in a season of ending, of light in a time 
of darkness, of waking up in the midst of a culture that sometimes 
seems dead-set on lulling us into complacent sleep.  The theme-
word we’ve chosen to beckon us into the season is (A)wake.  
[See the explanation of this theme elsewhere in the newsletter.]  
Advent is for being and for doing – for breathing and for pushing.  
It’s about something that happens, and something that we are.  
 To the Christian community in Rome, Paul wrote:  “…You 
know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed: the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Romans 
13:11-12).  Yes, we know what time it is: it’s Advent at 
First Pres – time to be and to do, time to awak-
en, time to meet God in the dawn of hope that 
comes even at the dusk of the year.
            Faithfully, 
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Advent Events
Glacier Hills Advent Worship
Monday, December 16 at 10:30 a.m.
Join the staff of First Pres and residents of Glacier 
Hills in the Hanson Room for this special Advent 
worship service and refreshments. All are welcome! 

Longest Night Worship  
Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m., Monteith Hall
We know the darkness — both literal and figurative – that comes around the Winter 
Solstice. For those grieving, uncertain, facing illness, or feeling melancholy during 
the holidays, this season is especially hard. This service speaks to the sadness we feel. 
Invite your heavy-laden friends and  neighbors to come, light candles and be com-
forted by music.  Stephen Ministers provide refreshments for a time of fellowship 
afterwards.

Advent 2019

(A)wake
In the theme of the season, those 
letters, in that provocative arrange-
ment, speak to us as both verb and 
adverb, simultaneously: they point 
us toward a state of being that is 
alert and mindful, attentive and 
open – while also naming some-
thing that happens, sometimes 
to us and sometimes because of 
us.  Advent is about both being 
and doing.  Scripture reminds us 
that God is doing a new thing and 
that God is making of us a new 
creation.   We hope that Advent 
will be a season of awakening and 
wakefulness – and that we’ll find it 
easier to keep hope alive if we keep 
each other awake to what God is 
up to in these deep times.

Don’t miss this incredible event!
Intergenerational Story Slam & Strolling Reception
December 8, 6:00 p.m.
 Join us for an all congregational event – the Story Slam, (think “Moth”-like presentation) with eight 
stories and the singing of Christmas Carols in the Sanctuary, followed by a strolling reception. Members 
offering short-stories include Tom Venable, Renee Mulcrone, Alice Holderby, Keith Phillips, Ruth Rowse, 
Peggy Hodgson, Callie Feyen, and Georgia Goodman, with Christmas carols sung in between. This event 
will not last longer than 55 minutes. 
 Afterwards stroll throughout the church and enjoy cookies, hot appetizers, soups, and delicious 
nibbles, with great conversation with friends old and new. At various locations you will hear the music of 
harpist Deborah Gabrion, the Community High School Jazz Quartet, the a cappella singing group, “For 
Good Measure” and others! On the lower level therapy dogs will be ready to cheer people of all ages and 
a cookie frosting station for children will be presented by the youth. If you’d like to volunteer to be a 
host, usher or guide, contact Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org 

Worship on December 29 
There will be one family worship service on Sunday, December 29 at 10:00 a.m. Childcare will not be available. Families are 
encouraged to worship together and children of all ages are welcome (as always) in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Worship Services: 
3:00 p.m. - Nativity Service

Candlelight Worship Services
5:00 & 7:00 p.m. - Lessons & Carols 
11:00 p.m. -  Communion, Rev. Dr. Spalding preaching

Parking on Christmas Eve
Please be considerate in parking choices as many visitors join us for worship on Christmas 
Eve. For our able-bodied members, overflow parking is available only at the Forest Street 
structure (free that day), a short walk down Forest Court. Please do not park at the 
adjoining sorority houses.
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Advent Happening Craft Event
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
 Candles, cookies and crafts…oh my! Bring 
the family and join in the fun as we prepare for 
Christ’s arrival We’ll have crafts, cookie decorat-
ing (allergy-friendly available), candle making and 
more in the Social Hall on Saturday, December 
7, anytime from 10:00 a.m. until noon.! Advent 
Happening is a free multi-generational event with 
projects for all – about age 2 to 102. Friends and 
neighbors are always welcome and encouraged!
 It’s as much fun to volunteer as it is to attend! Want to help with a craft?  
Contact Beca Torres-Davenport for more information.
 Child care will be provided to children three and younger upon request. Make 
a reservation for childcare by contacting Beca Torres-Davenport at btorres-daven-
port@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466 ext 342. 

Advent Email Devotional
Receive daily email devotions written by members and staff during Advent. Sign up 
to receive them at www.firstpresbyterian.org  or contact the Church Office. 

Family to Family Christmas 
 Adopt a Family - Sign up at Coffee Hour on December 1 or 8 to “adopt” a local 
family by purchasing gifts and/or food according to their needs. Donations may be 
made to purchase gift cards for families not directly adopted, or used to assist 
families at Peace Neighborhood Center during the holidays. 
 Volunteer - You can give the gift of your time by helping deliver gifts or work-
ing the sign-up table. Volunteers are especially needed to help deliver gifts on the 
afternoon of Sunday, December 15. 
 Questions about adopting a family or volunteering?  Visit www.firstpresbyteri-
an.org or contact Julie Morrison at jdornmorrison@gmail.com or 646-5351.  

Christmas Eve Nativity Service
        All children are invited to participate in our “come one, come all” Christmas 

Eve Nativity Service for children ages 
three and older. There are non-speaking 
parts for a multitude of children: Star-
bearers, Angels, Shepherds and Magi. All 
children are also invited to join the choir 
that will sing on Christmas Eve.  Kellie 
McInchak leads our children’s choir in 
rehearsal every Sunday from 10:30  to 
10:55 a.m. Children are encouraged and 

welcomed to participate even if they didn’t start with the choir in September.
 A Pageant parent information meeting will be held Sunday, December 8, 
at 11:00 a.m. in the Lewis Room. Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport, 
Coordinator for Children & Family Ministry. Do you have family here on Christmas 
Eve and would you  like your child/children to participate? Just complete the pag-
eant sign-up form at www.firstpresbyterian.org or a paper copy found in the Sunday 
School classrooms.

Advent Banners & Colors 
 The Sanctuary will look a little different 
this Advent. In August, the Worship 
Committee voted to change Advent’s liturgi-
cal color from purple to royal blue to differ-
entiate it from Lent. They also commissioned 
artist and quilter, Beth Taylor of Durham, 
NC to create new paraments for the pulpit, 
lectern, and communion table and stoles for 
our pastors. 
 Also, First Pres members created two 
identical paper-lace banners in October de-
signed by artist, Ellen Phillips. They will hang 
on the beams of the Sanctuary each Sunday 
of Advent.

Ellen Phillips On Banner Design

 “The designing of banners is more than 
an art commission, it is a spiritual exercise.  I 
always begin with the particular scriptures 
that I am 
given for 
the project.  
I read the 
scriptures 
and then live 
with them 
for a while, 
waiting to 
see what comes.  Brenda Euland, a 20th cen-
tury writer called this process “moodling” and 
I find that as I moodle, thoughts and ideas be-
gin to take shape.  Sometimes I see a particu-
lar design, I never know when or where (once 
I got a design from an old manhole cover) and 
that design will be exactly what is perfect for 
the banner. This moodling time is actually, a 
contemplative process wherein I allow and 
trust the Holy Spirit to guide my thoughts, 
inspirations, and designs.” 

First Sunday of Advent - The scriptures 
for this first week are dark, even sorrow-
ful.  Isaiah 64:5 wonders how we can 
even be saved. . .we have all become un-
clean . . .like filthy rags. Yet, there is still 

hope that the Messiah will come and that the 
darkness will fade. My design for this banner 
is minimal and unclear.  The only thing that 
can be identified are the rays of a slowly rising 
sun, a sure sign that the light will shine.
Continued next page
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Peace Neighborhood Center
 Toy Drive - December 15: Join First Pres 
Children, Youth and Families in supporting the local 
Peace Neighborhood Center Holiday Toy Drive. On 
December 1, children and youth will meet together 
to prepare hearts and minds in the spirit of gener-
osity during the Advent season. We encourage your 
family to purchase a new toy for a child and bring it 
to church from December 1-15. Donations will be 
delivered to Peace Neighborhood Center for their Toy and Food Holiday Distribution 
held December 20 -23.
 Volunteer to Help Distribute Toys & Food: The Peace Neighborhood Center 
needs help with their Holiday Toy and Food Drive on December 20, 21, and 22, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on December 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We are looking 
for volunteers to sign up for two hour blocks, four people per session. Duties will 
include sorting toy donations, stocking the toy room, restocking as necessary, helping 
families shop, bagging and boxing items, taking items to vehicles, and assisting office 
staff with paperwork if necessary. 
 Questions? Contact Martha Kershaw at mdkershaw@sbcglobal.net or
 Rev. Khayla Johnson, kjohnson@firstpresbyterian.org to sign up

Caroling, Card Making, Hot Cocoa, and Fellowship
 Awake with a song in your heart, make a joyful noise!! We invite all children and 
families of First Pres to gather for Christmas caroling and card giving. 
 Sundays, December 8 & 15, card-making will be available on in the Fam- i ly 
Space (Room 301) during the 10:30 a.m. choir time. Let us know how many are com-
ing at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/christmas-caroling/    

 Saturday, December 21, 10:00 a.m. - 
to noon, we will gather together at 
Glacier Hills Senior Living Community from 
10:00 a.m. - noon. We’ll start with a light 
snack, then work in groups to spread joy 
and cheer through the hallways. Questions? 
Contact Beca Torres-Davenport.

Christmas Offerings:
Christmas Joy Offering, Accepted Sunday, December 22
This offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that support church leaders among us – retired, present and 
future – who have pointed us to God.  50% of your gifts assist current and retired church workers and their families who are in finan-
cial need.  50% of your gifts make it possible for students to attend Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities 
of color. In Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” What a powerful gift, the 
gift of ... being with. Let us give generously to support and be with our past, present and future leaders in their time of promise and 
their time of need. 

Christmas Eve Nativity Service Offering 
This year, we invite children, friends and members of our church to bring a gift of new hats 
and gloves as their offering.  Families are encouraged to work together to pick out these 
items. The gifts can be purchased in variety of styles, sizes and colors.  During the Christ-
mas Eve Nativity Worship at 3:00 p.m., we invite the body of Christ to bring their humble 
gifts to the manger. After Christmas, these gifts will be taken to the Peace Neighborhood 
Center and shared during the many cold months to come. 

Second Sunday of Advent - The 
scriptures for this Sunday describe 
The Peaceable Kingdom, a topic 
that has inspired artists for cen-
turies.  I came across an Amish 

painting that I found delightful, with the 
gentle lion embracing the happy little lamb 
and the cow peering over the lion’s shoulder.  
“They shall neither harm nor destroy on all 
God’s holy mountain.”

Third Sunday of Advent - 
This third Sunday of Advent 
is all about the “gladness and 
joy that will overtake (the 
redeemed) and sorrow and 
sighing will flee away” (Isaiah 

35:10). I came across a picture of a tapestry 
designed by Hildegard of Bingen, a German 
abbess and mystic who lived 1098 -1179.  
The stars seemed to dance and the sprouts 
of water spraying out all over the desert all 
seemed to express the total joy that will be 
felt not only by the redeemed but by the very 

earth.  

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent - On this fourth 
Sunday of Advent, the 
figure of Mary, ready 

to give birth, is front and center.  This birth, 
this physical incarnation of God with us, 
celebrates the fullness of God’s love. I have 
designed the profile of Mary and surrounded 
her with roses and lilies, the flowers which 
symbolize her. With Mary, we all anticipate 
the coming Messiah.



5

The 2019 Christmas Eve Offering 
 This offering will support two living communities for special needs adults –  Intentional 
Communities of Washtenaw and His Eye Is on the Sparrow.  Our gifts will enable the young 
adults who are part of these communities to receive the care and support they need to navigate 
the routines of daily life with dignity and purpose.     
 Our First Pres church family is blessed to have six young adults with special needs who have 
grown up at First Pres and are active members of our  Promises group. Many of them either live 
in one of these communities, or are supported by them in some way. Our Promises group and 
our Local Mission team have partnered with these organizations at key times to support not 
only our members, but all the specially-abled adults in those communities.  Our Promises group is grateful to be known and cared for 
by all of you at First Pres. For more information, visit His Eye is on the Sparrow and Intentional Communities of Washtenaw. 

Following the Light of Advent 
Resources to feed your soul and lighten your spirit.   

• Goodness and Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas, editors M. Leach, J. Keane & D. Goodnough - A collection of 
short readings for each day in Advent from notable writers including Thomas Merton, Frederick Buechner, Harper Lee,  
Anna Quindlen, Willa Cather, Annie Dillard, Mary Oliver and many others. 
• Keep Watch with Me: An Advent Reader for Peacemakers, C. Brown & M. McCray - An interesting, spiritual enriching 
resource of Advent reflections to quiet the soul, help us listen for God and reminds us to step out in the world to with 
faith, hope, mercy and justice.  Offers a short scripture text and a reading for each day in Advent.  
• Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, Amy Jill-Levine - An exploration of the biblical texts surrounding 
the story of the birth of Jesus.  Follow the Christmas narrative through the stories of Zachariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the 
journey to Bethlehem and the visit from the Magi.  A rich look into the role of women in first-century Jewish culture.  

Get Ready for the Winter Retreat - February 21-23
All 6th-12th grade students are welcome to attend the winter retreat to SpringHill Camp in Evart, MI. Trip cost is $150 for the week-
end and payment is not due until January 19. Scholarships and family rates for two or more students are available.  If you’re an adult, 
we would love to have you volunteer and join us as a leader. Register at www.firstpresbyterian.org or contact Rev. Mark Mares (734-
888-4925 or mmares@firstpresbyterian.org). The deadline to register for this retreat is December 22. 

The Youth’s Voice
Meet Brianna McLaughlin, a 7th grader involved in Youth ministries here at First Pres, who shares about how she sees God’s love being 
made visible. 

“I have been going to First Pres since I was born, and I have always seen God’s love in many aspects of it. There are the coffee 
hours and ice cream socials. We all join to eat and drink with old and new friends that we only see at church. There is so much 
of “Oh! I haven’t seen you since…” and “Did you see?  They’re back!” We all seem to know each other in one large community 
and feel comfortable in each other’s presence. We feel comfortable simply walking up to someone, starting to talk, and getting to 
know each other. Then there are the Youth Programs. Every Sunday, we meet to talk about how much God loves us and to have 
fun. We go out to arcades, eat ice cream, and sing together. Even if we aren’t talking directly about God, you feel God’s presence. 
We even have lock-ins (sleepovers where we watch movies, go out for a midnight donut run, play lots of fun games, and stay up 
very late)! These are just some of the ways that God has shown his love for us all at First Pres.”

High School Summer Taizé Pilgrimage Trip 2020! 
The Taizé community in France is one of the world’s first ecumenical monastic orders. From its
monastic origins in the war-torn southern France in the 1940s, to its emerging mission as a
pilgrimage site and spiritual focal point for millions of young people throughout the world. Every 
summer, young people from all over the world travel to the Taizé community to live with the 
brothers for a week, worshipping with them, doing workshops together, all while they and we seek 
to live a modest mission: to pronounce peace and reconciliation to the church and the world. All 
High School students, aged 15 and up, are invited to join us this summer, June 20 -29. 

Youth Connection



6

Presbyterian Women
Look for Presbyterian Women during the Story Slam Strolling Reception  in the Curtis & Founders Rooms for desserts!

PW Gathering – Wednesday, December 18
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.      Bible Study in the Lewis Room
Mary Engelhardt leads Lesson 4  from Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at The Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble.

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.   Welcome & Business in Monteith Hall 
PW will enjoy a Christmas Cheer activity.               

11:00 a.m. - Noon   Carol Smith on Nicaragua Mission
Carol Smith, Nicaragua Mission Team Chair, discusses First Pres mission work in Nicaragua  
– our partnership with with CEPAD, the importance of multi-generational trips, and the cur-
rent political situation in Nicaragua. The Nicaragua Mission Team is planning a trip in 2020. 

Noon    Lunch in the Social Hall ($7)
Please make your  reservation with Joyce Himebaugh at 971-0873. 

Congregational Life
Hooray for Karla & Lynne!
Our engaged and busy committee manages all-church events and some small group gath-
erings, including new member classes. We’ve been gifted with the strong leadership over 
the last year of Elder Karla Olson-Bellfi as our chair, and Elder Lynne Lande as our vice-
chair. Both have been huge assets to us! Karla has been the point person on everything from 
all-congregational lunches and potlucks, new member breakfasts, and the Annual Picnic and Story Slam events. Under her leadership, 
we have grown in our efforts to strengthen coffee hour and solicit more feedback about what fellowship opportunities are desired at 
First Pres. Lynne has been a steady presence to guide and help, while also chairing our Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC).  
We are indebted to Karla and Lynne for serving this last year, and look forward to welcoming incoming Chair Marti Wendler.  

Advent Mature Ministries Lunch and Learn
Thursday, December 12 at Noon, Social Hall
Join us for Dr. Tom Sheehab’s talk about “Innovations in Health Care: Why do Physicians 
Still Have Waiting Rooms?” Dr. Shehab spent 12 years as a practicing physician specializing 
in gastroenterology. He earned his M.D. from Wayne State University, performing his resi-
dency, chief residency, and fellowship training at the University of Michigan; he also earned 
his Master’s in Medical Management from the Heinz School of Management at Carnegie 
Mellon University. During his time as a physician, Dr. Shehab brought a new understanding 

to physicians doing things because “that is how it has always been done” vs. embracing innovations used in many 
other businesses. In 2014, Dr. Shehab began a “new” career with Arboretum Ventures, a leading healthcare ven-
ture capital firm where he now serves as Managing Director. We will hear his story of transitioning from clinical 
medical practice to venture capitalist specializing in advancing innovation in health care. Lunch is $5. Please sign 
up in the Church Office, or contact Rev. Rogers for more information.

Women’s Bible Study and Reading Groups
• NEW! Horizons Bible Study - Tuesday, December 17, 9:30 a.m., Vance Room
• Journeys Book/Bible Study, Thursdays, December 5 & 19, 11:30 a.m., Founders Room
• William Barclay Commentary Bible Study, Fridays, 10:30-Noon at Meg Brown’s 
• Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays,  9:00 a.m., Curtis Room
• Women’s Reading Group, Fourth Wednesday, 1:00 p.m., in members’ homes 
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ROTATING SHELTER: 
Sharing Warmth 
with Our Neighbors
First Pres opens its doors again, January 7 - 21 to 
provide sleeping space for up to 25 men directed 
here by the Shelter Association. Last winter more 
than 100 First Pres volunteers offered friendship 
and wonderful hospitality.  Our guests comment-
ed that First Pres offers hospitality as much as it 
offers shelter. We are looking for evening (7:00 - 10:00 p.m.) and overnight hosts each 
night, and morning (around 7:00 a.m.) drivers on the weekends. There are at least three 
hosts each night, so you will get plenty of sleep. You can also help by donating hot food, 
snacks, gloves, hats, socks, hand warmers, and new long underwear. We also welcome 
First Pres groups whose members would like to serve together or host a specific night. 
Veteran volunteers will be present to help orient others. Questions? Contact Jeannette 
Middleton, msjett@aol.com. Sign-up  near the Welcome Center or 
at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/rotating-shelter-volunteers-2020/ 

Financial Stewardship

It’s Time for a Change!
Look for new baby changing tables 
installed in the restroom in the right 
stairwell of the Social Hall and in the 
handicap accessible bathroom on the 
second floor by the Church Office. 

A Review from the Stephen Ministry Book Nook 
        Women Rowing North (2018) is Mary Pipher’s ninth book. Perhaps the book, Reviving Ophelia is one of her 
better known works. Pipher explains the title, “rowing North” (vs sailing North) saying “because to stay on course 
we need to make an effort, choose a positive attitude and maintain a strong sense of direction as we travel toward 
winter.” Her chapters contain many wonderful, quotable, philosophic reflections: Travel Skills, The People on the 
Boat, and the Challenges of the journey. 
        My personal favorite concerns grandchildren. In it she reminds us – we are not being called upon to issue an 
opinion – as grandparents. Certainly read this chapter if you are a grandparent ... it is full of sage advice. I had to 
smile as I read it!      - Cyndy Colton

Financial Update
The Finance Committee and Session, First Pres’ 
governing body, are committed to providing regular 
financial updates to you, our members and friends. 
The following financial information is for the month 
of of September and the 2019 fiscal year which ends 
December 31, 2019.

For the month of September :
Total income received:  $139,467
Total expenses:  $127,831
Surplus:  $11,636

Year-to-Date through September:
Total income received:  $1,329,493 
(70.3% of our annual budget)
Total expenses  $1,317,575 
(69.7% of our annual budget)
Surplus:  $11,918

Questions? Contact Bill Wood, Chair of the
Finance Committee, at wwood594@comcast.net.

Finance Office Hours
The Finance Office holiday hours are as follows to assist you
with any First Pres related financial inquiries or transactions:

Monday-Tuesday, December 23-24  ...................... 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 25 ........................................ Closed 
Thursday, December 26 - Friday, December 27 . 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 30   ........................................... 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 31   ........................................... 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 1   ........................................... Closed
On Thursday, January 2 , 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. office hours will resume. 

Questions? Contact Anna Miller, Finance Manager, at 662- 4466, ext. 344 or 
amiller@firstpresbyterian.org.

2020 Offering Envelopes
2020 offering envelopes will be available for pick up outside the Finance 
Office beginning Thursday, December 19.
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About the Numbers
 The favorable variances year to date are primarily due to:  pledge income better than budget, personnel expenses less than budget 
due to staff vacancies earlier this year, no surprises/emergencies in property, and a Nicaraguan mission trip planned for 2019 did not 
occur. You may recall that the 2019 budget included approval for up to $266,629 in transfers from Unrestricted Bequests to balance the 
budget (deficit spending).  We are happy to report that we have not had to access those funds through September.  As committees wrap 
up year-end activities and deliver programs/services, we may have to use some of those funds, but nowhere near the projected amount.    
 We are working on FPC’s 2020 budget as you read this.  Session will consider the budget in December and will provide final 
approval in January when the 2020 Stewardship results are known.  The budget will be shared at the Annual Meeting in January.  Our 
combined support makes it possible for First Pres to Make God’s Love Visible in our community and around the world.  Our faith com-
munity and exceptional staff are doing amazing work, and the future looks bright! 

LEGACY PARTNERS 

Dan and Jennifer Edwards
Nearly 16 years ago, we joined First Pres as a young couple who recently relocated from Chicago. As 
our family grew, we knew we had to make long-term provisions for our young boys and decide how 
to continue supporting our favorite organizations through estate planning. This church has always felt 
like home, with inspiring music and so many caring, loving people, many of whom are like family to us. 
Our boys were both baptized here, and they have participated in choir, Sunday School and Christmas 
pageants. We love our church family and the role that our congregation has in supporting one another in 
our local and global communities, in educating future generations of ministers, and in coming together 
to worship through music and prayer. Being a Legacy Partner allows us to continue supporting all that 
we so strongly believe in after we have gone on to our heavenly home.

Celebrating A Recent Legacy Partner Gift - Yvonne Greull
 Yvonne Ayad Greull was born in Cairo, Egypt and came to the United States as a young woman.  She received 
her undergraduate degree from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland and completed her graduate stud-
ies at UM  and EMU. She was employed by the Ann Arbor Public Schools as a junior high and high school French 
teacher for eleven years and an English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher for seventeen years. 
 Preceded in death by her infant daughter, Karen Sue, and her husband of 12 years, Dr. Gerhard Greull, Yvonne 
carved out a life as an independent, self-sufficient woman. She became a citizen of the United States and loved this 
country. She loved adventure, exploration, nature and travel – destinations included North America, South Amer-
ica, Eastern and Western Europe, the Middle East, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Oman, China, Japan, Brazil, Romania, Ha-
waii and New Zeeland.  While she loved travel, Yvonne was the bon vivant at home in Ann Arbor where many friends and neighbors were 
fortunate to enjoy her fabulous dinner parties. 
 Yvonne was first and foremost a woman of faith. She arrived at First Pres in 2014 and loved the excellent preaching and rich worship 
experience on Sunday mornings. Yvonne had only one complaint about First Pres. The Sanctuary would often be too hot in the summer – 
interfering with the worship experience and discouraging attendance. She decided this was the perfect area to direct her legacy gift. It was 
Yvonne’s hope she could be instrumental in making the church a more comfortable worship setting for years to come. Her legacy gift was 
specifically earmarked for air conditioning in the Sanctuary. The spirit and life of Yvonne Ayad Greull remains with our church community 
in the Communion of Saints. 

Faith in Action
Habitat House of Faith Work Days
 Please join us in the deconstruction phase of our Habitat House of Faith December 6 - 7.  
The home is located at 792 Ford Boulevard in Ypsilanti.  Deconstruction is great fun  – Get rid 
of life’s frustrations as you bash in walls and tear out cabinets!
  Eight to twelve volunteers are needed per day. Volunteers must register and complete an 
online waiver by the Monday before your work day (only one waiver necessary per calendar 
year). Please arrive on site by 9:00 a.m. for safety and project instruction. Learn more about 
our Habitat House of Faith at www.h4h.org/HouseofFaith
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Adult Education  Note: There will be no Adult Ed classes on December 29.

9:30 a.m. Offerings
The Bible at 9:30  December 8 - 22   French Room/Library
Note: Class will NOT meet on December 1 or December 29
The Bible at 9:30 is studying three things: How the Bible came to be; Galatians; and Ezra-Nehemiah. Class meets in the French Room/
Library, and all are welcome. Bibles and name tags are provided.

First Friends    December 8 - 22   Monteith Hall  
Spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for those seeking to connect faith and life. 
December 8 -   Altar in the World,  “The Practice of Waking up to God”
December 15 -  Altar in the World,  “The Practice of Paying Attention”
December 22 - Altar in the World, “The Practice of Walking on the Earth”

11:00 a.m. Offerings
Exploring the Faith  December 8 - 22    Monteith Hall   
Real Poverty Solutions: Broke, Hungry, Homeless in Ann Arbor
Many of our neighbors are often hungry, lack affordable shelter and cannot pay for basic needs of food, shelter, 
health care, education, transportation and healthy relationships. Knowing the good work and effective programs 
of our local mission partner organizations helps us bridge the gaps, support the caring projects of many individ-
uals and organizations and be engaged at some level.  Learn more about how First Pres is actively engaged with a 
variety of outstanding partner organizations.   

December 8:  Ellen Schulmeister, Executive Director, Alpha House
December 15: Derek Miller, Executive Director and & Frankie Moore, Development Director for CAN,  
 Community Action Network 

Milestone Ministry- 4th/5th Grade “Amazing Stuff”

Mark Your Calendar!
 Sunday, January 5 - Role of Women in Presbyterian & Reformed History, Theology, and Practice
Dr. Amy Plantinga Pauw, Professor of Doctrinal Theology at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, will lead two sessions fo-
cusing on the role of women in Presbyterian and Reformed history, theology and practice. The discussions will be of interest to both 
men and women of all ages who are hopeful about the role of the church in family life and in the world today.”  
 New Winter Adult Education Series Begins - Ministry to the Marginalized: Facing the Challenges of Dementia and Mental 
Illness with Hope This seven class series will meet Sunday, January 12 – Sunday, February 23. Come to learn more about dementia 
and mental illness, the particular challenges faced by those with these brain disorders and their families, and what churches can do 
to help.

Children & Families
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 The 2020 class for fourth and fifth graders, “Amazing Stuff: God’s Gift for Growing Up,” will meet 
Sundays January 12 and 19,  and February 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 11:00 a.m. Note: Class will not meet during the 
Annual Congregational Meeting on January 26. 
 This 6-week course offers wonderful information for both your child and you as your family begins 
navigating the physical and emotional changes of preteen/teen years with a faithful approach. We have a 
magnificent team of teachers comprised of nurses and doctors who are members of First Pres.  The corre-
sponding class for parents whose children are enrolled in “Amazing Stuff” will meet at the same time in a 
different room. To register or for additional information contact Beca Torres-Davenport at 662-4466 ext 342 
or btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Campus Update:
 Campus Ministry was proud to partner with the student food bank at Washtenaw Community 
College in November, donating goods collected on Communion Sunday to an organization that has seen 
a 25% increase in need over the last year.  The Campus Ministry Work Group is working on new ways to 
engage students, from career networking to small group support to service-learning opportunities.  
 Our campus pastor Rev. Evans McGowan is on campus each Monday afternoon and Friday morning for “office hours” to check in 
with students and buy them a drink of their choice.  This has been a fruitful time to meet up with new students and touch base with regular 
members of the group.  The Wed@8 Small Group continues Wednesday evenings as we discuss the book of Ruth, life transitions and how 
our faith plays a role in the journeys of those in the bible and in our own lives. PCUSA campus ministries around the nation including 
UKirk@UMich contributed to an Advent Devotional entitled Words for Waiting.  You can follow along online at https://wordsforwaiting.
wordpress.com/.  Our entry appears on December 29. Printed copies will be available in the Church Office beginning December 1.
 Plans continue afoot for the alternative Spring Break Mission Trip to Puerto Rico, with a number of UM students connected to our 
ministry, the Methodists and other students studying Puerto Rico interested in serving alongside and learning about the island’s people.  
Your support of Campus Ministry helps make possible such unique and formative opportunities to students of various means!

Resident Ministry Corner

Our Past Resident Ministers Continue to Soar 
There is a great deal of good news about the career moves of some of our former Resident 
Ministers.  

• Eric Koenig-Reinke was installed as Associate Pastor at Red Clay Creek Presbyterian 
Church in Wilmington, Delaware on October 13. Rev. Mark Koenig (Eric’s father – 
also a Presbyterian pastor) gave the sermon.  

• Emily Béghin (2015-2017 cohort) was installed as Associate Pastor of First  
Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas on October 23.

• Dorothy Piatt was installed on November 17 as Associate Pastor for University &  
Social Justice Mission at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Charlottesville, VA. 
The church serves the University of Virginia and the community of  Charlottesville. 
Rev. Jay Sanderford preached and was joined by his wife Beth to celebrate with   
Dorothy and her family. 

• Aaron Janklow (2007-2009 cohort) currently serves as Executive Pastor at Royal 
Poinciana Chapel in Palm Beach, Florida. Aaron married Laurel Hoffman this past 
June. Congratulations!

• Rev Sam Jun has moved from Houston, TX to become Pastor of Northern Lakes 
Community Church/Presbyterian in Traverse City, MI.

UKirk@UMich

Cook Pancakes for College Students!
The Pancake Supper is Wednesday, December 11, 10:00 p.m. – midnight. As the Fall semester 
winds down, UM students are working hard and our pancakes and hospitality go a long way! We 
expect to serve 200 hungry students and we need your help! Sign up  to help at https://firstpresby-
terian.wufoo.com/forms/pancake-supper/, or contact Rev. Evans McGowan at emcgowan@first-
presbyterian.org. Volunteers are needed to help with outreach, setup, tear down/clean up, cooking, 
serving, and more. Don’t have time to help? Monetary donations are needed as well. To contribute, 
make your check out to First Presbyterian Church with Pancake Supper on the memo line. 
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