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 It has become a comfortable habit to sit down and write 
a message to you for a new month, in a communication – this 
newsletter – that’s meant to offer a glimpse of what the next 
handful of weeks will hold in our life together at First Pres.  What 
could be more familiar than calibrating yet another “click” of the 
turning calendar, another time-released dose of energy and en-
thusiasm stirred up by the Spirit of God in this beloved commu-
nity as we cross the threshold into yet another season?
 And instead…  here we are in a season that has scrambled 
our every habit, disrupted the rhythms by which we calibrate the 
flow of time through our days, and left us with little sense of what 
to expect or, even, what to hope for in the next handful of weeks.   
At a time when we look forward to the relaxation of winter’s grip, 
we find ourselves bound by relentless new disciplines of priva-
tion and withdrawal that nothing prepared us for.  A friend from 
Massachusetts sent a photo of a New England church with one 
of those moveable-letter signs out front, on which it says, “HAD 
NOT PLANNED ON GIVING UP QUITE THIS MUCH FOR 
LENT.”  
 And yet…  (That’s the almost-obligatory way the next 
paragraph has to begin, isn’t it?)  And yet – nevertheless – in spite 
of – notwithstanding…   And yet we mobilize our best energy, 
our resilience, our network of care and outreach, our trust in God 
and in one another.  That’s why we’re here.  And yet we put one 
foot in front of the other and choose life over death whenever we 
can.   
 The spiritual challenges of this new season call us to exam-
ine our faith for forms of resistance to several pernicious temp-
tations of this time.  We need to resist the cheap grace that tries 
to entice us to return to comfortable routines before it’s safe or 
responsible to do so – and the facile theology that holds that, if 
a pandemic happens, it must be because God wants it to – and 
the cultural individualism that privileges personal comfort above 
social welfare.  None of those forms of resistance to the rigors 
of this season come easily.  The way to the good news we expect 

the Easter newsletter to announce is through a kind of rigor the 
likes of which humanity has seldom had to practice before.  And 
yet … we all scour the landscape, the time, the season for signs of 
reassurance that will strengthen us to persevere.
 I found such a sign, quite unexpectedly, the other night at a 
Session meeting. 
 It was the first big meeting we’d set up using Zoom, the on-
line meeting technology that, somehow, can bring together all 24 
Elders (and, I’m told, up to 100 people – though, like Thomas, I still 
almost feel I need to see it to believe it) on one screen, and make it 
possible for them to see each other while having a single, commu-
nal e-conversation.  As the meeting began, Jay and Melissa Anne 
read the names of several dozen members and friends for whom 
the Session proceeded to pray – and I surveyed my screen, neatly 
divided into two dozen small rectangles, each containing one face 
framed in the distinctive light and background of its own home.  It 
struck me that I was looking at a living icon: a patchwork tapestry 
of faithful leadership.  My memory wandered to the sewing circles 
of churches I’ve known – how they’d stitch together a beautiful de-
sign that was also a profoundly functional instrument of comfort, 
using whatever material they had at hand.  Here before me was a 
quilt of pixils vividly alive, stitched together by God to keep us 
warm and safe through this present storm.  The evening’s delibera-
tions, to be sure, were sober and challenging – “and yet”, I thought, 
God has equipped this church with the leadership, the faith, the 
resistance it needs to abide.
 There’s a profound sense in which we have to 
say – newsletter or not – that, this year, we can’t 
know when Easter will come.  But neither did 
the original community around Jesus.  
They let God stitch them together and kept hope 
safe and warm, one day at a time.
 Which is also, for us, part of why we’re 
here. 
 Faithfully,
 Rick Spalding

A Different Kind of EasterA Different Kind of Easter
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Worship & Music
Holy Week & Easter Worship
In her sermon on the 5th Sunday in Lent, reflecting on the spiritual tsunami of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Rev. Rogers said, “So many things have changed.  But who God is, is not one of them.” Holy 
Week is a time when we learn and re-learn who God is - how good, how powerful, how loving. And 
though, this year, the circumstances of our pilgrimage through the climactic days of Jesus’s life are 
so startlingly different, the familiar story is still ours to hear, to follow, to learn from, to be trans-
formed by.  It might even be powerful in fresh ways this year, as we mark these holy days together. 
To partcipate in Holy Week Worship, visit these two sites as indicated below.

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ)
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/)

 
Maundy Thursday - April 9
Two services will remember the last full day of Jesus’s earthly life, culminating in his Last Supper with his closest friends - the 
sacred meal that became our sacrament.  
•  Supper Time (Whenever you gather for dinner) - We are unable to gather together “in person” so we’ve created a simple 

family-friendly liturgy that includes an Agape Meal–a love feast– that brings us together even while we eat and worship in 
separate places. There will be two simple Taizé songs pre-recorded on our youtube page for you to play and join in singing. 

•  8:00 p.m.  - View a short evening worship service, featuring a homily by Rev. Andrew Frazier, on Facebook.

Good Friday - April 10
 8:00 p.m.. - A simple service of liturgy, scripture, reflection, and prayer will be available on Facebook and YouTube.

Easter Sunday - April 12
• 7:00 a.m. - Begin your Easter celebration with a brief Easter Dawn Reflection with 

Rev. Jay Sanderford. Set on the Circle Terrace, find this short reflection on YouTube 
and Facebook.  Grab a cup of coffee and your laptop or phone, and let’s sit for a few 
minutes together as the Easter dawn breaks with holy light. 

•  9:30 a.m. -  Our joy may be tempered by Covid-19  but that only makes it stronger!  
This festive service will include a sermon by Dr. Spalding, sublime music, and resilient 
prayers for a struggling world in the spirit of the resurrection.  It can be viewed on 
YouTube and Facebook

• 11:00 a.m.  Listen, as usual, to our Easter service at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM radio either 
by tuning to 1600 on the AM dial or by listening online at https://www.waamradio.
com.  Print the bulletin at home (here) before the service so you can follow along with 
the hymns or have your Glory to God hymnal at hand.

An Easter Playlist 
Music touches our lives in so many ways.  Though it is only one component of our worship, in this strange time of quarantine 
we long for its pulse in our lives. On Easter Sunday, visit our new blog Viral Veritas  at https://viralveritas.weebly.com/and enjoy 
a small “playlist” of some of our favorite Easter hymns and songs.  May you find hope and joy on this Resurrection Sunday!  

One Great Hour of Sharing - PCUSA Responds to Covid-19 Pandemic
Accepted Easter Sunday, April 12 & Beyond
 Through OGHS First Pres and other congregations create a pool of resources to provide disaster assistance, alleviate hunger and 
invest in community-driven development. Thirty-two percent of the OGHS is directed to the Presbyterian Disaster Agency (PDA). In 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, PDA is drawing $2.7 million from its reserves for activities and programs in the United States 
and internationally and has set up a grant-making process for domestic and international short and long term recovery grants. 
 Thirty-six percent of OGHS is directed to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, to directly address the needs of neighbors near and 

The Empty Tomb. He Qi.  © Jean and Alexander Heard 
Library and the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,  a division 
of the Heard Library, 2007.
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Covid-19 & First Pres

far who are hungry. Thirty-two percent of the OGHS is directed to the Presbyterian Committee on Self-Development of People. The 
work supported through OGHS is more critical than ever. 

CO-votionals: Sheltering in the Refuge of God’s Heart
Beginning April 13, 2020 
Sign up to receive brief email devotionals written by our members to uplift us in a time of despair and darkness and fear. These spiritu-
al reflections will be based on scriptures, hymn texts, and poems. Subscribe today if you are not already getting the 2020 Lenten Email 
Devotionals.  Subscribe at www.firstpresbyterian.org.  All those receiving the Lenten email devotionals will remain on the list beyond 
Easter into these new co-votionals unless you unsubscribe yourself. Questions? Want to write? Contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@first-
presbyterian.org. 

Taizé Prayer Service
Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Our monthly Taizé prayer service continues virtually - moved one week later to accommodate Holy Week. Worship with us with sung 
and chanted prayers, meditation, silence, liturgical readings, and icons. There is no preaching. The service will be available on:

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ)
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/)

• Connect with us on Facebook and YouTube.  In the midst of all that is going on, we invite 
you to join us in the digital world. On Facebook we have daily videos from our staff and evening 
story time for the children among us. On our YouTube page, you will find videos of worship, 
classes and other interesting videos. 

• You can still get in touch with us.  Feel free to call  662-4466, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday.  You can leave a message at any time. the staff is still working … just at home!  
Email is a great way to get in contact. 

• Viral Veritas - https://viralveritas.weebly.com/   We’re pleased to announce that Viral   
Vertias  is now live! This blog arose as an attempt to speak a message of truth, hope, and love 
to the world in this uncertain time. Each week, three different staff members will speak about 
what’s on their hearts. Our living God calls us to love and support one another, and we believe 
that together we can do marvelous things and grow closer to God and one another along the 
way. 

• Meetings and classes have moved online. More opportunities for community and learning 
are available as we live into being a virtual church.  Contact the Church Office to find out more. 

The building may be closed but … 
• We are still worshiping! Listen to services on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM, 1600 AM on your radio dial, stream it at 

www.waamradio.com, or on the podcast at www.firstpresbyterian.org.  You can now watch the worship service at  YouTube (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ) or on Facebook  (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/). No 
matter how you experience worship, download the bulletin at  www.firstpresbyterian.org and follow along at home. 

Opportunities to Serve the Community
Our Local Mission Team is in constant touch with community mission partners and groups.  See page 10 for the list they 
compiled of some good, safe opportunities for individuals or families to help those in our community. 

Mask Makers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to sew homemade masks for our hospitals, food and shelter programs, 
Glacier Hills, and medically compromised members. If you are interested in joining our
First Pres sewing team, who have already produced over 400+ masks, contact Helena Prince at 
thprince@comcast.net
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Helping Fellow Church Members in the Midst of Covid-19 
Tips from Sandy Talbott, Parish Nurse

Congregational Life
Cancer: Now What? 
Sundays, April 19- May 24, 11:00 a.m.
This six week online class will use Cancer: Now What?, a book by Kenneth C. Haugk, founder of Stephen 
Ministries, as a discussion resource. Advanced registration is required. Low cost, used and sanitized copies are 
available. Call the Church Office to reserve one. Order a new book at www.stephenministries.org

Prayer Ministry Online
Go to the front page of our website to ask for prayers, or share joys! Those requests go to Rev. Rogers, who will share them with those 
you choose — prayer chain, prayer groups, and/or staff members. Prayer requests are sent out several times per week. Note — if you 
would like to be on the prayer chain to receive those requests and pray for others, please contact Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyte-
rian.org. All prayer requests are handled with care, and lifted up by those at home to Christ for His healing and grace to be with all in 
need —  to rejoice with those who rejoice, to weep with those who weep. 

PC(USA) Covid-19 Mental Health Resources 
From Donna Miller, PsychD, Associate for Mental Health Ministries, Compassion, Peace and Justice, Presbyterian Mission Agency
 Amid necessary physical distancing, it is inspiring to experience all the new and creative ways people are reaching out to one 
another to form a wider circle of caring and community. The simultaneously global, local, collective, and personal nature of this 
pandemic reminds us that ‘community’ is not bounded by buildings or a set of beliefs but by the reach of the love and compassion we 
practice.
 Many people are asking about mental health and looking for resources.  Excellent resources are available, with more being gen-
erated every day. Go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/covid-19-
mental-health-resources/ to access COVID-19 mental health resources gathered from trusted sources. Categories include resources 
for Everyone, Children, Congregations, Clergy & Mid-Councils and People with Pre-existing Mental Health Concerns. 

• How might I get groceries now that I need to stay home?      
Most area grocery stores now do home delivery.  Check online for your local store, and place 
orders there.  If you don’t have internet and need groceries, call a friend or family member to do 
that for you, or call the church.

• How can I safely help someone with Coronavirus?       
Deliver food/groceries (see below).  If they don’t have internet service, offer to place a grocery 
order for delivery to their home for them. 

Meal Deliveries During Coronavirus Times:
To safely deliver food/ a meal to someone with (or suspected) Coronavirus, follow these steps:

1. Use only disposable (or non-returnable) containers.
2. Do not go into the home.  Instead, leave food on front doorsteps, and contact family to let 

them know the food is there. 
3. Comfort foods are best… soups, bread or rolls, fruit.  
4. If you’re ringing a doorbell, use a tissue or your elbow to avoid hand contact. Or follow up with 

hand sanitizer.  Remember to avoid touching your face. 

Receiving Meals during Coronavirus Times
1. Ask for disposable containers in a disposable bag.
2. Request food be left outside or on a porch (to avoid contact). 
3. After bringing food indoors, wash hands thoroughly (avoid touching your face). 
4. As an extra precaution, transfer food from disposable containers to your own, dispose of  

containers, then wash your hands. 
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Our Next New Member Class Is Sunday, May 3
All are welcome!  Contact either Rev. Rogers or the Church Office if you would like to 
join First Pres. While the class is May 3, the joining takes place on Sunday, May 17.

STEPHEN MINISTERS are the ultimate in Telecare 
Our busy and engaged Stephen Ministers continue to meet with and listen to those 
who are hurting. If you don’t have a Stephen Minister, but would like one, please 
contact Rev. Rogers. We are ministering to those in need by phone, email, text, and 
video calls. We are praying with and for you. We continue to hold our meetings to support one another as caregivers, as well. For more 
information, contact Rev. Mel Rogers at 734-355-2351 or mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org 

DEACONS are reaching out to you 
Your deacon shouldl have emailed or called you recently. Did not get a call or email? Please contact Rev. Rogers. Slowly but surely over 
a three week period, Deacons are getting in touch with their chapel members. We are worried about each and every one of you. Please 
answer the phone or email message so that your Deacon knows what you may need, and the needs of your extended family, as well. It is 
a good opportunity, if you have never met your Deacon, to be in touch.

Pilgrimage on the Appalachian Trail 
June 20 - July 1
 We were created to cocreate and care for the world in which we live.  In many ways we have lost our connec-
tion with the earth; lost the sense of our calling to care for all of creation.  This summer we will take a pilgrimage 
to reconnect with nature and with the God who created it; to experience the soul of the forest through the prac-
tice of Shinrin Yoku (Forest Bathing). 
 We will be backpacking 100 miles from Buena Vista, VA to Catawba, VA on the Appalachian trail.  This will 
be a physically demanding pilgrimage.  Each participant will need to be able to backpack 10-15 miles/day on 
varying terrain with significant changes in elevation and they need to be able to do so carrying a pack weighing 
3040 pounds.  We will be tent/hammock camping in the back country on all days except our travel days.  
 The base cost for the trip is still being determined. Additional costs will include gear, meals, etc. A deposit of 
$200 is required by April 15 to secure your place. Interested? Contact Rev. Amy Ruhf at aruhf@firstpresbyterian.
org or 6624466, ext. 355.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Ways to Stay Connected in April
 Moderator Ginny Bell will continue to send out timely information in PW email blasts.  We invite and 
encourage any women of the church to be added to the emails.  Just let Ginny know at virginiabell2013@
gmail.com .  We encourage all who might be on Facebook to like First Pres’ Facebook page.  If you are 
interested in forming a PW Facebook group, please email joycehimebaugh@gmail.com .   We will explore 
using the ZOOM audio/video internet platform for our Horizon’s “Loved Carved in Stone” Bible Study with the help of our tech savvy Rev. 
Khayla Johnson. If you want to try meeting via Zoom, please contact us ASAP.  We Can Do This!

PW Religious Education Scholarship Applications Now Accepted
 Presbyterian Women is now accepting scholarship requests for the 2020-21 school year. Men and women beginning or in seminary, or 
religious education are encouraged to apply by the end of April. Contact Joan Bentz, Scholarship Committee  members (jdbentz@comcast.
net or  Felicity Williams (fwwilliams@gmail.com) or Virginia Bell, PW Moderator (virginiabell2013@gmail.com).  The application can be 
downloaded from the PW page at www.firstpresbyterian.org. This scholarship has a rich history as it honors dedicated women and men 
who were/are active members of First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, vital participants in the work of PW, and have given financial 
gifts to support this scholarship for students studying for the ministry.
 The original scholarship endowment was established in 1984 in honor of Doris S. Barnett. In 1990, the Kooyers family added memorial 
monies to this endowment to honor Joanne Kooyers, and designated those funds to aid women scholars. One more outstanding contribu-
tor to the ministry of our church and PW, Mable Rugen, was honored in 1999 when additional funds were added in her name. 
 PW continues to place a great deal of importance on scholarships and has been selling scholarship “shares” at church mission bazaars 
to maintain the ability to award scholarships.

September 2019 New Member Class
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Last Requests - Filmed (Partly) at First Pres
 First Pres had the unique opportunity in 2017 to provide space for the filming of kitchen scenes for 
the independent film Last Requests. According to film producer Kerry Girvin, “The cast and crew of Last 
Requests was honored to be able to film at First Presbyterian Church.” Last Requests is based on a short 
story by Giles Smith first published in a collection by writer Nick Hornby. It was adapted into a short 
film by director Courtenay Johnson, an Ann Arbor native who was baptized here at First Presbyterian 
Church. Watch it on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Drxe_dR8E
 The movie tells the story of Maggie who prepares the last meals of convicted men in Huntsville 
Prison in Texas. She’s cooked at the Huntsville Death House for 30 years but is retiring because the Gov-
ernor of Texas abolished the last meal requests of inmates. According to Courtenay, the film is important 
because it forces people to talk about the death penalty as well as something as simple as a last meal.   

Join the “FPC Mail Buddies”
Who doesn’t love to receive fun mail in the mail box??? Sign up today and begin a new faith-ful friendship! Each child or youth will 
be “matched” by a staff person with another member of the church that they may not know. Let’s connect in solidarity! This is a great 
opportunity we’d like to encourage families with children of all ages to try. Not only are you creating a new faithful friendship that can 
continue to grow on paper (and in person once we return to “normalcy”), but it’s also an opportunity for children to practice litera-
cy and gross motor skills for younger children. Have a child who can’t write? That’s ok, many people would love to receive crea-tive 
pictures as well to help brighten their days. We encourage parents to help “label” the drawing with whatever the child imagines it to 
be. Who knows? Maybe parents will meet a new friends as well!  Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport at btorres-davenport@
firstpresbyterian.org or Sandy at stalbott@firstpresbyterian.org for more information.

Bedtime Story & Devotionals
Tuesday, Thursday & Sundays at 7:00 p.m. 
We invite you to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/) for a short lives-
tream of a story and prayer. Wear your jammies, enjoy your bedtime snack or drink and snuggle down 
for a story. Each sharing will be about 5 to 15 minutes long. 

Summer Vacation Bible School Is On Hold
 In order to make an informed decision in light of the Coronavirus pandemic, VBS is on hold. Watch for more information about re-
scheduling. Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport at btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org 

Children & Families

Youth Connection

Front Porch Fridays for Parents
Have you lost track of what day it is when every day seems the same? Well, I invite all parents to join me on Fridays at 4:00 p.m., for 
a virtual happy hour hangout. I’ll be hanging out on my front porch on Friday to bookend my week with my laptop and my favorite 
beverage and would love it if you joined me. Download the Zoom software, contact me for the Zoom link at mmares@firstpresbyterian.
org, grab your favorite beverage, and come hangout – I would love to see you!

Virtual Youth Group 
Join us Sunday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for our Virtual Youth Group gath-
ering. We hope you will join us for some fun and conversation! Unfortunately, we 
will not be providing dinner at this time! ;) To participate, you need to download 
the Zoom software. Then use the Zoom link provided for all youth gatherings. If 
you need the link, please email Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org. 
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What’cha  Reading Wednesdays
Join us on Wednesdays, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. and share what books you are reading, and 
one major takeaway from the book that you want to share with the group! Use the link from our 
Virtual Youth Group! 

Virtual Confirmation
Confirmation continues! Join us on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. as we continue our confir-
mation journey with Rev. Evans on Zoom. You should have received a Zoom link via email, but if 
you have not, please email Rev. Evans at emcgowan@firstpresbyterian.org. 

FPC Mail Buddies – For Youth Too!
Youth are also invited to sign up today and be “matched” with a member of the church that they 
may or may not know. Connect and build faithful friendship no matter what your age is!

Dungeons & Dragons Adventure
Do you like using your imagination? Exploring new worlds? Laughing and having a good time! 
Join us for some Dungeons & Dragons fun! Contact Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org 
for more information! 

The Adult Education Team is moving study groups, Sunday school classes and gatherings online for the foreseeable future.  
Please stay tuned, check your email and First Pres’ website (www.firstpresbyterian.org) often for updates. 

Calling All Artists …
The Liturgical/Visual Art Team is soliciting  artists of First Pres to create art to reflect on climate change for the now virtual Adult Ed 
series “Living with Hope in the Time of Climate Change.” All art forms are welcomed! For more information, contact Dave Vander-
Meer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts at dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org.

ADULT EDUCATION OFFERINGS:

Adult Education

Living with Hope in the Time of Climate Change
Join us as we kick off our new Adult Education series “Living with Hope in a Time of Climate Change on April 
19.  Every Sunday between now and June 5 we will offer an opportunity to engage in meaningful activities and 
discussions about climate change.  All offerings will be available via the church YouTube Channel https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCi4UFJ0Spvowsk7EnVXs6CQ

April 19 at 2:00 p.m. - Starting the Conversation  
April 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Grace Ji Sun Kim Presentation
April  24, May 8, May 22, June 5 at 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Sign up at to be a part of this timely, relevant book group at www.firstprebyterian.org.  The group will read Jim Antal’s Climate 
Church, Climate World and meet via Zoom every two weeks. We will be working in listening pairs throughout this series to work 
through some of the important issues.  If you need a buddy, please contact Rev. Ruhf  to be matched with one. 

The Bible @ 9:30 
Sundays,  5:00 p.m. 
Join the discussion to explore the big ideas of the Christian faith as the group continues the study of Galatians. All are welcome. Have 
your laptop, smartphone and Bible ready.  Questions? Contact Rev. Ed Koster at ehkoster@aol.com. 

Journeys Book & Bible Study 
Second & Fourth Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.
The focus of this group is fellowship and discerning the word of God alive amongst 
us. All are welcome to join!  For more information contact Rev. Andrew Frazier at
 afrazier@firstpresbtyerian.org. 
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Good Reads:  A Book Discussion Group 
Friday, April 17, 10:30 a.m. - Noon
Join Rev. Jay Sanderford and other readers to new and interesting fiction, memoir, short stories 
and more.  Immerse yourself in good writing, explore important themes and enjoy free-flowing 
discussion via Zoom.  Our two books are Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks and Word by 
Word: A Daily Spiritual Practices by Marilyn McEntyre, available on Amazon. 

Men’s Study Group 
First & Third Fridays, 8:00 a.m.
The Men’s Study Group meets for coffee, conversation and study. In April, the group will discuss  The Parables of Jesus. The spring book, 
Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine, is helpful but not required.  Books are available through Amazon.  Questions? Contact Rev. Jay 
Sanderford,  jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org.

Ukirk@UMich
Puerto Rico, Escape Room, Oh My!
 Rev. Evans McGowan led a group of 19 people (including 14 students from UM, MSU, and 
WMU) to Puerto Rico in March over Spring Break to help with the ongoing recovery efforts from 
Hurricane Maria and the recent earthquakes.   Baby blankets from our Knit Night small group were 
delivered to mothers in the area affected by earthquakes.  One day the team helped around our host 
site, the Presbyterian Church in Anasco, with landscape, inventory and painting projects.  The other 
days the team worked at an organic community farm getting ready for the planting season.  Most 
farms in Puerto Rico have still not recovered from the Hurricane 2.5 years ago with 90% of produce 
currently being imported to the island.  This will be the first season in three years where these com-
munity members can harvest fresh produce.
 The team also had time to experience the culture and beauty of Puerto Rico, including touring 
Old San Juan, perusing a local art night, and visiting a bioluminescent bay.  And of course, there 
was much-needed rest and relaxation on the beach! Later in March, students bonded over problem 
solving an Escape Room. Our Campus group will collect food donations on April 5 for CAN, the 
Community Action Network. See more in Faith In Action. 

Church Leaders Are Needed!
Every organization needs leadership and First Pres is no different. Please consider 
if you or a fellow congregant might be interested in serving as an Elder or Deacon.

Elders - Elders provide overall leadership and direction for our congregation, which is especially important during this time of 
transition. Serving in this capacity requires the ability to listen, evaluate, and make sound decisions.  If that describes your abilities 
and interest, please consider becoming an Elder.  
Deacons - Jesus said “Love your neighbor.”   Serving as a Deacon is a direct way to do just that.  It’s an opportunity to stretch 
yourself and grow, meet interesting people and be of real help to your neighbors. Deacons get as much enjoyment from the expe-
rience as those they serve.  There really is no substitute for one-on-one personal interaction.  It is a wonderful opportunity to grow 
personally and spiritually. Deacons are a major part of the glue that holds First Pres together!

Want to learn more about serving as Deacon or Elder?  Talk to a pastor or contact any member of the Congregational Nominating 
Committee listed below.

Katie Parker, mgobluebarn47@yahoo.com; J. P. DiMaggio, dimaggios732@gmail.com; Callie Feyen, callie.feyen@gmail.com;
Robin Fosheim, robin.fosheim@horiba.com; Dan Francis, dancolumn@mac.com; Susan Holmes, susanholmes925@gmail.com;
Cassee Stem, cassee.stem@gmail.com; Mary Lynn Thompson, marylynnthompson@gmail.com; 
Bonnie Palmquist, kbpalm@att.net

Business of the Church
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Financial Stewardship
First Pres Financial Update 
• As of this writing, we have financial results for January, and it will be another week or so before February’s 

results are known.  Though the 2020 budget anticipates a deficit of $250,000 for the full year, the month of 
January provided a bit of a surplus.  

• Revenue:  Pledge receipts and contributions were $38,000 better than budget.  Some of the factors which 
led to this were one-time events that we wouldn’t expect to see duplicated in coming months.  The biggest 
of these was that some members prepaid their full 2020 pledges.  This not only helps January’s results but 
greatly helps our annual cash flow.  First Pres continues to be blessed by the generosity of its members!

• Expenses:  Our largest spending categories are personnel and building expenses, and our outlays for those two areas were $15,000 less 
than (better than) budget.  In all other areas combined, spending exceeded budget by $1,000, so total expenses were $14,000 better 
than budget.

• We still expect 2020 to have its financial challenges, particularly now that the Covid-19 virus has created so much uncertainty.  But 
January was a nice way to start off such a year.  To everyone who helped us off to this start, we extend a big THANK YOU!

• Bruce and Carol Clyde will co-chair the 2021 Stewardship Campaign.  They’re assembling the committee for that, and meetings will 
begin soon.  If you’d like to join that committee, please contact Bruce at bclyde@plastechsllc.com.  Your help will be most welcome. 

Faith in Action
Local Mission Grants Postponed
The Local Mission Grant Application Process has been postponed and the following letter has been mailed to Community Partners and 
Local Mission Grant Applicants from this and prior years.
 The COVID-19 pandemic has created a great deal of uncertainty for all of us. We know each of you is having to reorganize your 
priorities, resources and procedures in order to provide essential services to your clients while keeping them, as well as your staff, safe. We 
recognize that each agency will feel the impact of this public health crisis in different ways. 
We have decided to postpone our Local Mission Grant process for 2 months. Hopefully this will give us, as well as you, time to focus 
addressing the immediate needs of the most vulnerable individuals in our community. Hopefully we will then be able to re-evaluate our 
resources and priorities for the following months. 
 We know several organizations have already made an application for our Local Grant Program.  We will simply hold those applica-

LEGACY PARTNERS
Legacy Gifts – Charles and Marian Cares
  Marian and Chuck Cares were members of the church for 50 years.  Marian served as 
an elder and deacon; Chuck gave advice on church grounds over time. They with their fami-
ly of four, Chris, Sue, John and Alison joined the church after moving to Ann Arbor in 1959. 
Through many years of family involvement with First Pres, Sue and her siblings were inspired to 
offer a Legacy Gift in their parents’ name. 
 Sue shared stories about what First Pres meant to her parents and family. In the old days 
kids would walk over to the church from Angell School for handbell and choir practice. The 

music program remained a source of enduring enjoyment and pride. Marian worked with Triangle Nursery and ECIR … it became 
a family tradition to host International students for Thanksgiving. Both Marian and Chuck were deeply affected by an intergen-
erational mission trip to Cow Creek, KY. Marian loved working on Habitat projects, and in later years Chuck benefited from the 
Caregiver Support Group facilitated by the parish nurse.
 As a landscape architect Chuck was particularly devoted to the church grounds. Preserving and caring for land became a pas-
sion for him. That kind of protection brings responsibility and the Cares children made a commitment to help care for this proper-
ty by establishing a landscape fund.
 We thank the extended family, including eleven grandchildren and six great grandchildren for their family’s gift of impact to 
First Pres. Honoring values to care for the grounds at First Presbyterian Church is a commitment in perpetuity to the church and 
community at large.
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tions and give you all the opportunity to revise those documents to align with new criteria if you so choose.  Thank you for your forbearance.  
 In the short term, our priority is to protect access to food, shelter, medical and mental health for our neighbors in need. We would like to 
hear about your immediate needs for support: financial, volunteer, and supplies. Many members of our congregation want to know how they 
can best help others during this time, and we will do our best to direct our resources toward your requests.  
In this time, First Pres’ Local Community Mission Team has set aside a small fund to meet immediate emergent needs of our local partners 
and ministries for food, shelter, medical and mental health--- only the most critical human needs--- created by the Covid-19--Coronavirus.  
We will post some information about this program after April 1, 2020.  For more information, contact
Martha Kershaw  mdkershaw@sbcglobal.net and Jay Sanderford jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org. 
  Local Mission Team - Martha Kershaw, Rev. Jay Sanderford, Jim Peggs and Helena Prince

Community Action Network (CAN)  -  volunteers@canannarbor.org, 734-994-2985 ext. 131  
• Food Donation drop-offs are accepted at all locations. Visit www.canwashtenaw.org for a list of 

needed food.  
• Be a Make-A-Meal Volunteer. 
• Contribute financially. 

Food Gatherers COVID-19 - https://www.foodgatherers.org/?module=Page&sID=covid19 
• Financial Donations -  Provide Food Gatherers the most flexibility to best respond to emerg-

ing needs. Donate at www.foodgatherers.org/donate or call 734-761-2796.
• Donate Food at Food Gatherers - Food donations are accepted during regularly scheduled 

hours. For more information visit www.foodgatherers.org/givefood  
• Donate Food at First Pres - Bins are outside the Memorial Garden doors Monday - Thursdays, 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  Give Lunches with Love, pre-packed meal bags that provide ready-to-eat 
food.  Learn more at www.foodgatherers.org/givefood  

• Volunteer: Food Gatherers relies on volunteers to support their operations. For the safety of all, 
they have implemented additional food safety and sanitary measures in their warehouse and 
Community Kitchen. Learn more at www.foodgatherers.org/volunteer.   

• Know someone looking for food? Please refer them to www.foodgatherers.org/needfood or  
734-761-2796 for information on food available in the community.

Hope Clinic of Ypsilanti - https://thehopeclinic.org/covid-19   
• There is an immediate need for masks for the Dental Clinic and hand sanitizer for entrances.
• Pantry Donations - Visit their website for a list of needed donations. 
• Monetary Donations

Alpha House - 734-822-0220 

• Volunteer -  Contacti  Gail Einhaus, First Pres’ Alpha House Coordinator, at gail.einhaus@gmail.
com or Volunteer Coordinator Mark Heffner at mheffner@alphahouse-ihn.org.  

• Monetary Donation - Donate at www.alphahouse-ihn.org and click on “Donate Now”.

A Ludwig Family Update - Our PC(USA) Mission Partners in Niger
Note: Since we have received this update, all PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers have been called back to the United States in response to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.
 Thankful.  That is our primary state right now, after a super busy period of travel, training, and struggling with details.  Please ac-
cept part of our gratitude for journeying along with us, supporting us in prayer and financially, and continuing to be encouraged by the 
hope that we see springing up in Niger and our lives!  We recently heard back with amazing news that our son has been approved in the 
first (and maybe toughest) stage of the process of US citizenship! We’re also excited about the progress of our “oldest son” has made in 
preparing so much for his copy shop.  The metal structure is built and now has electricity!

Opportunities to Serve in this Covid-19 Crisis
Our Local Mission Team is in constant touch with our community mission partners and groups.  Several good, safe opportuni-
ties are available for individuals or families to help those in our community in a tangible way: 
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         Fourth major Community Health Education Training. We continue to 
teach pastors to reach out to their communities with practical techniques to ad-
dress common local problems.  We had great discussions with 25 pastors and one 
child nutrition worker, who will hopefully take back many things to their villages. 

         Current sub-projects. Clay Stoves: A big encouragement is that we have 
new interest in using clay stoves for saving wood.  It is a process of getting more 
feedback and experience among those who are using them to make them better 
and more practical.  Fish: Praise God that we’ve sold most of our fish.  We’re still 

ironing out distribution and food issues, but we’re working on expanding our learnings to one of the Bible schools and some evangelists.  
Outreach: A growing edge now is finalizing the details for teaching some of pastors and their wives to work at clinics in their towns as 
sanitation officers. The goal is they can use CHE methods to expand the work of the clinic in the community and develop many rela-
tionships in which they can share.

 As the week of the build went on more and more of our group of six volunteers departed for the US, so that by the day of the dedica-
tion ceremony, only Jeff and I were left.  I felt grateful and blessed to be in this faithful remnant.  Hundreds of friends, family, and neighbors 
turned out to hear remarks given by one elected official, members of the local Fuller Center chapter, the homeowners, and us.  Then I was 
given the honor of cutting the ribbon, and Jeff handed over the keys.  Kleinbooi and Valencia gave everyone who was interested a tour, and 
Fuller Center collected a long list of names of those wishing to be considered for a future project.  This chapter is fairly new, still working to 
become well-established, and we wish them every success, knowing that God will bless their work.

Mission in Cape Town 
Kathy Wirstrom
 On March 11, despite all advice to the contrary, my husband Jeff Taggart and I got on 
a plane headed to Cape Town, South Africa.  The trip to participate in a Fuller Center for 
Housing build followed by an adventure into Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Namibia had been 
planned for months, and the corona virus had a foothold only in northern Italy, outside of 
its devastating presence in China.  It still seemed like a good-enough idea to go.  
 Frankly, I had reservations.  But the more I prayed about it the couple of weeks before we left, the more certain I felt that going was the 
right move.  In many of the daily devotions from Lent in Plain Sight by Jill Duffield which I read in those weeks I felt encouraged to go on, 
to cast my bread upon the waters, to trust God that this trip was “a sure investment in the divine economy of grace and mercy.” (p. 29)
 Most people are familiar with Habitat for Humanity, but most have not heard of the Fuller Center for Housing. Habitat for Humanity 
International was founded in 1976 by Millard and Linda Fuller who sought a way to use their wealth to create affordable housing for those 
in need worldwide.  Tensions with the Habitat board led the Fullers to leave Habitat and establish the Fuller Center in 2005.  Both Fuller 
and Habitat are Christian organizations dedicated to providing simple, decent housing through volunteer labor and financial support.
 Our Fuller Center project was located in a northern suburb of Cape Town.  Though officially a non-racial society, de facto segregation 
exists in black, colored (mixed race), and white communities.  The home we worked on was in the colored neighborhood known as Wes-
bank.  Twenty years ago, the government built the houses in this neighborhood and gave them and the lots they sat on to the residents.  
Each of these poorly constructed “council houses” consisted of a tiny living room, a small galley kitchen, a single bedroom, and a bath-
room with sink and toilet only.  All of this crammed into 35 square meters, about 375 square feet.  Our homeowners, Kleinbooi and Va-
lencia Hendricks had lived in this tiny house with their two sons since the neighborhood’s beginning.  Our Fuller project was to complete 
an addition onto the original house, giving the Hendricks family a larger living room, 3 bedrooms, and a bathroom with both tub and 
shower.  Other Fuller groups had worked on the house before ours, so much of what was left for us to do was finishing work:  patch, sand, 
prime, paint, repeat.  Though the project was not entirely done when we left, Kleinbooi (a skilled construction worker) has the materials 
purchased by our group to finish up.
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At the February 19 Stated Meeting of Session 
Elders of the church, after opening the meeting with prayer (which included special needs of the congregation), … 

Session Highlights

Thank You for Giving Shelter
     The Rotating Shelter Committees extends their abundant thanks to Jeannette Middleton and John Yodhes for their many years of 
leadership of the Rotating Shelter Program. They have created a sound program that holds meaning for overnight guests and volunteers 
alike.  Thankfully, both intend to remain active on the Rotating Shelter team!  Going forward, the two co-chairs of the Rotating Shelter 
Team are Marcey Terrien  &  Jim Peggs. 
     Our 2020 event wrap-up meeting on March 8 generated strong agreement that each year the event runs more smoothly, calling this 
year “the best ever.”  Nevertheless, there were suggestions and discussion of areas to improve. The 2021 team is already thinking about 
suggested changes.  Our team meets in the Fall to plan for the January event. If you have participated in the program as a volunteer and 
would like to consider serving on the Shelter team, please contact Rev. Rogers.  The Rotating Shelter weeks for 2021 are January 4 - 18.

• received and accepted the 2019 Annual Statistical Report to our denomination as prepared and 
presented by Linda Robinson.

• confirmed Elder Katie Parker as the new liaison for Alexis Allum, a Candidate Under Care for 
ordination.

• approved the membership of the Strategic Planning Group, led by Elder Sue Gott.  Nomina-
tions were received from various sources and effectively represent the diversity within First 
Pres.  The group will begin meeting soon, targeting early summer to present a draft proposal to 
Session and a final summary by this fall.

• elected three (3) Elder Commissioners to attend the Stated Meeting of Presbytery on March 21.
• approved Property Committee’s recommendation to contract Nederveld, Inc., to conduct a site survey later this year.
• approved a Campus Ministries request to conduct a toiletry collection drive in April to support the needs of the campus commu-

nity in conjunction with the UofM food pantry, Maize ‘n Blue Cupboard, and School of Public Health.
• elected the 2020 slate of Corporate Officers as presented by Finance: Elder Bill Upton, President; Elder Bruce Clyde, Vice Presi-

dent; Linda Rex, Secretary; Bill Austin, Treasurer; Elder Bruce Thomson, Assistant Treasurer.

Other Reports / Discussions . . . 
1. Rev. Rick Spalding reported a sub-group of the Governance Task Force has been meeting to map out the most effective process to 

develop cohesive and comprehensive governance policies.  Initial work has included reviewing the current By-Laws and identify-
ing gaps and/or needed up-dates in existing procedures.  Rev. Tom Oxtoby is providing much-appreciated guidance for this work.

2. Session Committee rosters, including sitting Elders and co-opted members, will be finalized in March.
3. Property Committee advised that work continues on design options for a front-entrance ramp.  A meeting with the architect in 

late February is scheduled to review further design develop-ments.  Four (4) additional handicap parking space signs (Sunday only) 
were installed.  The boilers continue to be a cause of concern, with evidence of continuing and worsening corrosion.

4. Elder Katie Parker, Chair of Congregational Nominating Committee, presented an overview of their work and commitment to 
transparency and to adherence to the Book of Order.  The Committee will begin meeting weekly in late February to identify and 
nominate eight Elders and eighteen Deacons.

5. Elder Diane Hockett shared several initiatives and activities Christian Formation is developing which include opportunities for 
each age group and others for inter-generational experiences.  

6. Feedback was positive on the addition of these “Session Highlights” to the monthly newsletter – a good step to the goal of greater 
transparency between Session and church members.  It was also reported that reaction to the final report of Presbytery’s Admin-
istrative Commission has been positive, both from within First Pres and elsewhere in the PC(USA).

The Session is the governing board of the church.  It consists of twenty-four Elders elected by the congregation to three-year terms; 
they meet monthly (except, usually, in July) to oversee the church’s financial and programmatic life, and to hear reports from the 
church’s staff, committees and working groups.  The Rev. Rick Spalding, as Interim Pastor, currently serves as Moderator; the two in-
stalled Associate Pastors are also voting members.  Elder Linda Rex is Clerk of Session.  Their next meeting is on March 18 at 7:00 p.m.


