
Welcome to all! A special welcome to guests and newcomers. Let us know of your 
presence by signing the red pad which is at the end of each pew. Please introduce 
yourself to a minister after the service.

PRELUDE                              
Carols for Brass
Chorale Prelude on Christe, Redemptor omnium

C. Hubert H. Parry
 Noel IX    Louis-Claude Daquin

Christmas Cantata   Daniel Pinkham               
1. Quem vidistis, pastores?
2. O Magnum Mysterium
3. Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, tell us your story, speak to us!
Again, describe the vision of glory which on earth appeared.
Born for us was Christ Jesus.  We heard the angel chorus
Singing praises of the Lord.  Alleluia.
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O wonderous mystery, that even the lowly beasts might behold Him
Who though the Son of God, a Son of man on earth was born.  
Within a manger He did lie.
O blessed virgin worthy was thy womb that did carry our Savior Jesus Christ.

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all.
Be joyful all ye nations, with gladness serve the Lord.
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all.
Come before His presence, come unto Him with singing and exultation.
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all.
Now know ye: know that the Lord is God, strong and mighty
He created us, and not we ourselves.
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all.

                                                                            
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

CALL TO WORSHIP       
One:  It takes faith beyond imagining
All: to have come to hear this story.
One:  And so we gather,
All: the bewildered, the brokenhearted,
One:  the fragile and the hopeful,
All: the faithful and the faithless
One:  because all we have left when we stand in the world’s darkness
All: is this longing for love to be born once again.

* COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
O God of love, you have brought us together tonight and blessed 
us with your very self. Open our eyes to the light of Christ which 
glows in the darkness of a world separated from you. Speak to us 
now that we may hear the good news of your salvation. Bring us 
into the wonder of your presence. Fill us with that light and carry 
it out with us into our lives. Amen.

HYMN 49              Once in Royal David’s City   irby
Stand with the choir to sing Stanzas 2–4.

FIRST LESSON                        Isaiah 11:1–9 
 
     HYMN 48          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming           es ist ein’ ros’
   
SECOND LESSON                  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

ANTHEM         Of the Father’s Heart Begotten  arr. David Willcocks
   

THIRD LESSON                       Luke 1:26–35, 38  

HYMN 16       The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
gabriel’s message

  



FOURTH LESSON                 Luke 2:1, 3–7 

ANTHEM                            Nativity Carol John Rutter

FIFTH LESSON                       Luke 2:8–16

 *  HYMN 31                Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  mendelssohn 
          
SIXTH LESSON                 Matthew 2:1–12  

ANTHEM                          The First Nowell  Mack Wilberg

HYMN 47                              Still, Still, Still still, still, still
 

SEVENTH LESSON              John 1:1–14  

 *  HYMN 41                        O Come, All Ye Faithful adeste fideles

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS
 

Offertory                       Salvation Is Created   Paul Tschesnokoff
Salvation is created, O Lord, God almighty,
We praise Thee above: O Lord, holy Lord God. Alleluia.

                                                                                                
PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
The ministers light the first candle in each pew. Each person will light the 
candle of the next worshiper.  Please keep the lighted candle upright when 
sharing the light. 

Carol Sing
Please remain seated.

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing . . . 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!



Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, 
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent starts go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
                                    

BENEDICTION
Please extinguish your candle after the benediction and before leaving your 
pew. Carry the light of the Christ child in your hearts and know the blessing 
of Emmanuel, God with us. 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

*  POSTLUDE                                  Noel X     Louis-Claude Daquin

* Please stand in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in  
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and large print 
bulletins are available from the ushers. 



Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited 
to share in the activities of the church. A full description of church events may be 
found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. 

Worship leadership at 5:00 p.m. includes the Reverends Melissa Anne Rogers, 
Jay Sanderford, Eric Koenig-Reinke, and Dorothy Parks-Piatt; Alexis Allum, Austin 
Theological Seminary student; and members of the Confirmation class.

Worship leadership at 7:00 p.m. includes the Reverends Melissa Anne Rogers, Jay 
Sanderford, Blair Buckley, and Evans McGowan, and the Sprague family: Aaron, Lisa, 
Grant, Chloe, and Claudia Wendler.

We thank the choral and instrumental musicians for their worship leadership this 
evening as we celebrate the birth of Christ. Musical leadership includes Alex Wilson,
Timothy Krohn, Carrie Banfield-Taplan, Joseph McInchak, and Martha Farmer, brass;  
soloists Ava Westfall and Andrew McInchak (5:00) and Katie Cowen and Cassie 
Dutch (7:00); and Chancel Choir.

Ushers at 5:00 p.m. are Bill Austin (head), Spaulding Clark (captain), Jean, Alena, and 
Nicholas Song, Angela Yang, Omer Bellfi, Karla Olson-Bellfi, and Brian, Sara, Lucy, 
Molly, and Emma Schneidewind.

Ushers at 7:00 p.m. are Bill Austin (head), Paul Smith (captain), Carol Smith, Cindy, 
Tom, Callie, and Ethan Crawford, Doug and Carol Gottliebsen, Sandy Herold, and 
Holly, Aidan, and Chloe Majorprice. 

Christmas Eve worship services conclude with a Candlelight Communion Service at 
11:00 p.m. 

Our Christmas Eve offering will support Mar Elias Schools in Ibillin, Israel and the 
Hand in Hand Center for Jewish-Arab Education in Israel.  

The church building will be closed Tuesday, December 25, and Tuesday, January 1. 
The building will close at 4:00 p.m. December 26 – 28 and 31.

Next Sunday, December 30, we have one Family Service at 10:00 a.m. We will offer a 
prayer-ground for children to worship with us. Join us at the front of the Sanctuary, on 
the lectern side. Before the service, join us for coffee and treats to celebrate the year’s 
end in the Lounge, just outside the pulpit door, starting at 9:30 a.m.  

Year-End Finance Information: Please support the ministries of First Presbyterian 
Church with your year-end gifts. The IRS requires that books for 2018 be closed on 
December 31. Your mailed donation must be postmarked no later than December 31 
for your contribution to be applied to your 2018 financial statement. When paying your 
financial commitment with a credit/debit card, the commitment is for one calendar year. 
A new authorization form, available on our website and in the Finance Office, must be 
filled out annually. We encourage you to use our GivePlus app for your donations. 
2019 contribution envelopes for those who requested them are available outside the 
Finance Office.

First Pres hosts the Rotating Shelter January 7–21, 2019. Sleeping space will be 
provided for 25 men referred by the Shelter Association. Evening volunteers and 
overnight hosts are needed each night. Drivers are needed on weekend mornings and 
donations of hot food, snacks, gloves, hats, socks, hand warmers, and new long 
underwear are requested. Contact Rev. Rogers, Jeannette Middleton (msjett@aol.
com), or John Yodhes (677-4036), or the Church Office to find out how you can help.
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