
PRELUDE              
                    
LIFE IN THE CHURCH    Rev. Parks-Piatt 
          
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

One: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me  
   will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.”
All:  We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Choral Response      Light Dawns on a Weary World  
William P. Rowan

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes.
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

 Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2001. © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense.net  A-720542.
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* HYMN 106                 Prepare the Way, O Zion   bereden vÄg fÖr herran 

                
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of all, as we await your son to come and dwell among us, we 
confess that our world still does not look like Your Kingdom of 
Heaven. We confess that we need your forgiveness for things we have 
done and things we have left undone. You are our shepherd, your way 
is peace and yet there is still much violence in the world. You scatter 
the proud, and yet we cling to our own human abilities. You fill the 
hungry, and yet our neighbors still have empty stomachs. You lift up 
the lowly, and yet the least among us still struggles for survival. 
Refocus us on your light that is coming into the world. Open our 
hearts to your peace, to humbly trust in you, to feed the hungry, and 
lift up the downtrodden. Through all we do, in word and deed, let our 
lives and souls magnify you.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as 
forgiven people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” 
and respond, “And also with you.”

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Micah 5:2-5a  
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
   

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Luke 1:39-55        
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                            Rev. Koenig-Reinke

 HYMN 100      My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  
star of the county down

Please remain seated and sing the refrain when indicated.
                                           

WELCOME   

Proclaiming

Responding



OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory

* Doxology        
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*  Prayer of Dedication 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION   See Communion Card

* HYMN 132              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice in dulci jubilo
                                                                                      
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing. . . .

                         

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Large-print bulletins and hymnals are 
available from the ushers.

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including guests and newcomers, are invited to 
share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may be found online 
at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit the Welcome 
Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today is Peggy Jensen.

Candlelighters are Doris and Tom Granum. Ushers are Bill Austin (head) and Nancy 
Fox.

Today’s 9:30 a.m. service is our Family Worship and Christmas Pageant. This 
evening’s services include Candlelight Services of Lessons and Carols at 5:00 and 7:00 
p.m., and a Candlelight Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. Childcare will be provided 
at the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. services.  

Next Sunday, December 31, we have one service at 10:00 a.m.  Before that service, 
join us for coffee and treats to celebrate the year’s end in the Lounge, just outside the 
pulpit door, starting at 9:30 a.m. Anyone interested in singing with the choir next 
Sunday is invited to come to the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. The choir will not wear robes.    

Sending



The church building will be closed Monday, December 25, and Monday, January 1. 
The building will close at 4:00 p.m. December 26 – 29.

Year-End Finance Information: Please support the ministries of First Presbyterian 
Church with your year-end gifts. The IRS requires that books for 2017 be closed on 
December 31. Your mailed donation must be postmarked no later than December 31 
for your contribution to be applied to your 2017 financial statement. When paying your 
financial commitment with a credit/debit card, the commitment is for one calendar year. 
A new authorization form, available on our website and in the Finance Office, must be 
filled out annually. We encourage you to use our GivePlus app for your donations. 

2018 contribution envelopes for those who requested them are available outside the 
Finance Office.

A call for book donations - First Pres’ Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor (T2A2) 
will study Adam Hamilton’s Half Truths in January. If you studied the book this fall 
and are willing to donate your copy for a young adult/graduate student on a budget, 
please contact Rev. Parks-Piatt and drop the book off at the Church Office.

Save the date for our Women’s Retreat. Our retreat will be March 9 – 10 at Maumee 
Bay State Park. Sign-ups will begin in January.
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