
   

Making God’s Love Visible

                                                                                          (A)wake by Beth Taylor        

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 22, 2019  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  •  



GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY      Savior of the Nations, Come
Johann Sebastian Bach

As the opening voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself for worship.            
                                        
LIFE IN THE CHURCH   Andrew Frazier (9:30)

  Rev. Mares (11:00)    

HANDBELL INTROIT   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
      Sanctus Ringers  arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
   
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  OF LOVE  

 The Wood Family (9:30)
 Members of Promises (11:00)

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.”
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

One:  As we light our fourth Advent candle,
All:  We rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh.
One:  Come now, O Child of Mary.
All:  Come now, O Prince of Love.

* HYMN 102                       Savior of the Nations, Come 
  nun komm, der heiden heiland    
                                                                                                

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
From the deep we call to you, O God.
Here, in the midst of separations and estrangements that hedge our hearts,
       we struggle to hold at bay the unfinished anger and unresolved hurt
       that distract us from being the people you call us to be.
Yet you have kindled the light of love before us.
You meet us in the valley of the shadows of our failures,
        and bid us to awaken to the gentle power of your grace.
In these moments of silence, 
 we open our depths to your reconciling love.
Touch our deep longing with a sign of your presence,
 and, in Jesus Christ, forgive us for all that holds us apart
 from each other, from ourselves, and from you…

SILENT CONFESSION

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance devices 
and large-print bulletins 
and hymnals are available 
from the ushers.

(A)wake is our theme 
for Advent 2019. Those 
letters, in that provocative 
arrangement, speak to 
us as both verb and 
adjective: they point 
toward a state of being 
that is alert, mindful, 
open—while also naming 
something that happens, 
sometimes to us and 
sometimes because of us. 
Advent is about both be-
ing and doing. May it be a 
season of wakefulness and 
awakening to what God is 
up to in these deep times 
as we help each other to 
keep hope alive.

The Advent Wreath— 
four candles (three blue, 
one rose) in a perfect circle 
of evergreen symbolizing 
the eternity of God —helps 
us to “keep our lamps 
trimmed and burning” as 
we anticipate the coming 
of Christ, symbolized by 
the large white candle in 
the center.

Advent Paraments  
and Stoles were 
commissioned and made 
by quilter and artist, Beth 
Taylor of Durham, NC, for 
the pulpit, lectern, 
communion table, and 
stoles for our pastors. 



KYRIE  picardy
Text by Kim Long

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as God’s  
 people.  Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and respond, “And  
 also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

This is the Refrain of Hymn 113, Angels We Have Heard on High (gloria).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION         Brent Ivey (9:30)
Pat Gilbreath (11:00) 

    
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 7:10–16                                           

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                   

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES    Beca Torres-Davenport
 Children through grade five are invited forward.                  

             
ANTHEM                Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain  Carolyn Jennings

                           Chancel Choir, Children’s Choir, Youth Choir 
              Beca Torres-Davenport and Hannah Bowles, Liturgical Dance                   
       

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tidings proclaim to the world,
Lift up your voice, shout the good news: behold, your Lord comes to you.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will carry the lambs in his arms,
He will ever keep them safe from harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you.

He who made the stars in the heaven, He who fashioned the earth and the sea,
From time eternal he was God, the Alpha and Omega, he. Behold, your Lord!

He will come in power and glory, he will rule with mercy and truth,
Hope of the nations, light of all the world.

He will love the little children, he will hold them in his arms.
Love him and trust him as a little child. Behold, your Lord comes to you.

Advent Paper-lace 
Banners were designed 
by liturgical artist Ellen 
Phillips and were cut by 
members of First Pres. 
Ms. Phillips says: “On this 
fourth Sunday of Advent, 
the figure of Mary, ready 
to give birth, is front and 
center. This birth, this 
physical incarnation of 
God with us, celebrates 
the fullness of God’s love. 
I have designed the 
profile of Mary and 
surrounded her with roses 
and lilies, the flowers 
which symbolize her. With 
Mary, we all anticipate the 
coming Messiah.”



During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. If 
you are visiting with us, 
please leave your contact 
information so that we 
can reach out to you! 
Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see who 
is sitting nearby and greet 
each other by name. By 
signing in, you help us 
build stronger community 
connections at First
Presbyterian.

Today, along with our 
regular offerings, we 
will receive a special 
Christmas Joy 
Offering —a 
denominational offering 
that is evenly divided 
between support for 
retired church workers 
(present and future) 
and their families, and 
financial aid for students 
at Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges, 
particularly those from 
communities of color.  
You’ll find special 
envelopes for this offering 
in the pews. Checks may 
be made payable to First 
Presbyterian Church, with 
“Joy Offering” on the 
memo line. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Matthew 1:18–25
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                I See You  Rev. Dr. Spalding
                                           

RESPONDING       
           
* HYMN 90                                     Wait for the Lord   wait for the lord

Please sing three times. 
  

WELCOME  Rev. Rogers (9:30)
Rev. Johnson (11:00)

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory                     Born of Love and Light Eternal  arr. Edwin Childs
                                             Men of Chancel Choir             text: Richard Spalding
 Born of love and light eternal,
 E’er the worlds began to be,
Now the Word is breathed among us,
 Robed in flesh for all to see.
Now the majesty of Heaven
 Lies in deep humility – 
Evermore and evermore!

Angels, sing your starry anthems;
 Mother’s love, be bold and pure;
Sages, spill your costly treasures – 
 Still, a birth so cold, so poor.
So the heart of God is open:
 Tender love, salvation sure – 
Evermore and evermore!

Now the Light is sown among us,
 Mark of Heaven’s ceaseless care – 
Still enlivening our darkness,
 Still creating everywhere.
Grace and truth now dwell beside us,
 And, in time, our pain will bear –
Evermore and evermore!

Sovereign, Spirit, Light, Redeemer, 
 Word of Heaven, Child of earth,
Source and end of all our living,
 Bring our waiting hearts to birth!
Praise and thanks and prayer we offer,
 Sacred song and holy mirth – 
Evermore and evermore!
                 

*  Doxology     veni emmanuel
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.
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Before the Marvel of This Night - Love
MARVEL

*  Prayer of Dedication 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Rev. Sanderford

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

* HYMN 110                                     Love Has Come  bring a torch       
                                                                     
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      marvel

 
* CLOSING VOLUNTARY      Savior of the Nations, Come  J. S. Bach           

The organ selections 
this morning are two 
of J. S. Bach's settings 
of the chorale Savior 
of the Nations, Come. 
The opening voluntary 
features the chorale 
melody in the soprano 
voice with elaborate 
ornamentation. The 
closing voluntary 
includes three voices on 
a full ensemble in the 
keyboards. The chorale 
melody is played in the 
pedals on reed stops.  

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved.

WELCOME TO ALL! 
Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited to share in the life of the church. A full 
description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit the 
Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are Marlene and Victor Stoeffler.

Worship leadership includes Chancel Choir, Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, Sanctus Ringers, and the Liturgical 
Dance Team. Acolytes include Addy Carlisle.

Chancel flowers in Monteith Hall at 8:00 a.m. and in the Social Hall for Coffee Hour, are given in loving 
memory of Karl Charlson by his wife Eleonora and in celebration of the wedding of their daughter Ingrid 
Charlson and Scott Murray which took place in our Sanctuary yesterday.  A red rosebud celebrates the birth 
of Charles Alexander Doering-White (Arlo), born December 9, 2019, to Emily and John Doering-White. 
Grandparents are Paula and Charlie Doering.

The Church Office is staffed by Jane Bartman. Greeters are Marita Servais and Rebecca Gaffney (9:30) and 
Carole and George Hendrickson and Prue Heikkinen (11:00). Sound system volunteers are Bryan Magnuson 
(9:30) and Barry Leonard (11:00). Ushers are Bill Austin (captain), Jean and Nicholas Song, and Nancy Fox (8:00); 
Bill Austin (head), Paul Smith (captain), Dean Gilchrist, Doug and Carol Gottliebsen, Ali and Ava Westfall, Joe 
Schmidt, Holly Majorprice, and Carol Smith (9:30); and Bill Austin (head), Jeannette Middleton and Jim 
Douglass (co-captains), and Gregg, Vincent, and Stacey Pakela (11:00). 



The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel after the 9:30 and 11:00 
services. Prayer team volunteers are Pat Gilbreath and Diane Knibbs (9:30) and Katie Parker (11:00). 
Following the 8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “No one can 
believe how powerful prayer is and what it can effect, except those who have learned it by 
experience.” —Martin Lurther

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Radio Worship is 
broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Cookie bakers are Sarah Thomson, Nancy Fox, MaryLou Roberts, and Carol Smith. Child-friendly, 
peanut-free purchased snacks are available for children. 

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 does not meet today.

 First Friends meets in Monteith Hall to discuss Altar in the World 
 by Barbara Brown Taylor.

11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith does not meet today.
         

Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities:   
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Today is the deadline to register for two youth opportunities:
• a winter retreat for all youth at SpringHill Camp the weekend of February 21–23 
• a Pilgrimage to Taizé, France, for high school students, aged 15 and up, June 20–June 29

Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, welcomes you to College Lunch 
on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. service, coffee breaks during the week, and other fellowship 
opportunities. Follow us on Instagram @UKirkUMich for future events and past photos. Contact our 
Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information.

T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking 
to build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss Psalm 122. Bring your 
questions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey. Contact Rev. Ruhf, Haley Brown 
(habrown989@gmail.com), or Chris Wahl (cgwahl@umich.edu), for more information about this and 
other T2A2 opportunities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The church building will be closed Wednesday, December 25, and Wednesday, January 1. The building 
will close at 4:00 p.m. on December 26 –29 and 31.

There will be only one worship service next Sunday, December 29. Please join us for this Family 
Worship at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome!

Stewardship Update: As the end of the year draws near, we will send out an update on the 
steadfast giving of this congregation, and our hope to close or narrow the gap that remains between 
what has been pledged so far and what is still needed to allow us to realize our ambitious hopes.  
We’re so grateful for your support and any extra boost you can give to these efforts as the year ends.



Mature Singles meet this Friday, December 27, at 5:30 p.m., at Carlyle Bar & Grill, 3660 Jackson Road.

Help provide shelter January 6–19 for up to 25 men directed to First Pres by the Shelter Association. 
Contact Jeanette Middleton (msjett@aol.com), John Yodhes (677-4036), or Rev. Rogers to volunteer. 
Coats and other winter clothing donations for men will be collected until January 19 for 
distribution during the Shelter weeks. 

Year-End Finance Information: Please support the ministries of our church with your year-end gifts. 
The IRS requires that books for 2019 be closed on December 31. Make sure your donation is postmarked 
by December 31 for your contribution to be applied to your 2019 financial statement. When paying 
your financial commitment with a credit/debit card, the commitment is for one calendar year. A new 
authorization form, available on our website and in the Finance Office, must be filled out annually. 2020 
Contribution Envelopes, for those who requested them, are available outside the Finance Office. 

There is a new worship opportunity in 2020. Beginning Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., 
in Monteith Hall, there will be a monthly Taizé Prayer Service. This service will include songs, scripture, 
silence, meditation, and candles. All are welcome! A simple supper of soup and bread will be served in 
the Social Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m. Donations will be accepted for this meal.

Join a choir in 2020! There are many opportunities for you to participate in a choir or musical 
ensemble at FPC. Children’s Choir, Youth Choir (Youth + Creative Arts), Chancel Choir, Sanctus Ringers, 
Church Orchestra, and a new daytime bell choir for beginners (Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., beginning Jan. 
21), and the Liturgical/Visual Arts team. For more information, contact Dave VanderMeer.

The Men’s Study Group will meet Friday, January 3, continue meeting the first and third Friday 
mornings until May from 8:00–9:00 a.m. in the Lewis Room for coffee, study, and conversation. The 
winter book is Short Stories by Jesus, written by Amy-Jill Levine.  All are welcome! Books are available 
in the Church Office for $15.00. Questions? Contact Rev. Sanderford.

Delonis Center News: Continuing a long First Presbyterian tradition, each client at the Delonis 
Homeless Shelter received a warm winter cap and two pairs of socks on December 18. This joyous 
Christmas moment resulted in thanks, smiles, hugs, and a few tears. Rev. Sanderford led the 
distribution and said that the whole congregation should be proud of this outreach ministry. 

Christmas Eve Worship

Worship with us on Christmas Eve at one or more of these services:
Christmas Eve Nativity Worship Service

Tuesday, December 24, 3:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Services of Lessons and Carols

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 and 7:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service

Tuesday, December 24, 11:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
(Preludes begin at 4:30, 6:30, and 10:30 p.m., respectively.)

The Christmas Eve Offering will support two living communities for special needs 
adults: Intentional Communities of Washtenaw and His Eye Is on the Sparrow. We 
are blessed to have six young adults with special needs who have grown up in our church and 
are active members of our “Promises” group. Many of them either live in one of these two 
communities or are supported by them in other ways.

Childcare on Christmas Eve during the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. services is available by 
reservation only. Please contact Beca Torres-Davenport, to make a reservation. 

Christmas Eve Parking: Please be considerate in parking choices as many visitors join us for 
worship on Christmas Eve. Overflow parking is available in the Forest Street parking structure, 
a short walk down Forest Court. Parking is not available this year at nearby sorority houses.
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