
   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   December 15, 2019  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  •  

Making God’s Love Visible

                                                                                         (A)wake by Beth Taylor        



GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   
                                                                     Orchestra  arr. Jack Bullock
As the voluntary begins, let the time and the music help to center you for worship.

                                      
LIFE IN THE CHURCH   Rev. Rogers (9:30)

Andrew Frazier (11:00)    

FAITH IN ACTION              Rotating Shelter  David Deromedi 

HANDBELL INTROIT   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
    Sanctus Ringers          arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
   
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY   

 The King and Kaercher Families (9:30)
Tom Brandt, Cheong-Hee Chang, Donna Smith, and Nick Yankey (11:00)

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.”

One:  As we light our third Advent candle,
All:  We pray for hope, peace, and joy.
One:  Come now, O Child of Mary.
All:  Come now, O Prince of Joy.

* HYMN 82                     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus    hyfrydol
                                                                                                    

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
From the deep we call to you, O God.
Here, in the midst of weariness and sorrow that weigh us down,
            we struggle to put away the regret
            that prevents us from being the people you call us to be.
Yet you have kindled the light of joy before us.
You meet us in the valley of the shadow of our burdens,
            and bid us to awaken to the gentle power of your grace.
In these moments of silence, 
    we open our depths to your enlivening presence.
Sing a fresh song of joy to our deep longing,
    and, in Jesus Christ, forgive us for all that holds us apart
    from each other, from ourselves, and from you… 

SILENT CONFESSION

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance devices 
and large-print bulletins 
and hymnals are available 
from the ushers.

The text of the Opening 
Voluntary, O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel is most 
commonly paired with the 
tune “Veni Emmanuel,” 
which dates back at least 
to the 15th century. The 
text itself is a metrical 
paraphrase of the O 
Antiphons, a series of 
plainsong antiphons 
attached to the Magnificat 
at Vespers. The tune has 
been quoted in many 
forms, from classical to 
pop. 

The Advent Wreath— 
four candles (three blue, 
one rose) in a perfect circle 
of evergreen symbolizing 
the eternity of God —helps 
us to “keep our lamps 
trimmed and burning” as 
we anticipate the coming 
of Christ, symbolized by 
the large white candle in 
the center.

Some traditions call 
the Third Sunday of 
Advent "Gaudete 
Sunday." Gaudete is 
Latin for “rejoice.” The 
liturgical color for Advent 
is blue (purple is used in 
some congregations), 
but the third Sunday of 
Advent uses rose or pink 
as its color. Rejoice!



KYRIE  picardy
Text by Kim Long

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to greet one another with a sign of the peace God intends for us—

saying “The peace of Christ be with you,” and responding, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
Please sing twice:

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

This is Hymn 583, Glory to God (gloria).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION         Kate Silbert (9:30)
Jenna Mares (11:00) 

    
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 35:1–10                                           

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                   

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)  
 Children through grade five are invited forward.                   

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Luke 1:47–55
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                  Because Not Impossible  Rev. Dr. Spalding

                                           
RESPONDING                    

               
* HYMN 100                 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  

star of the county down  
                    

WELCOME  Rev. Johnson (9:30)
Rev. Mares (11:00)

(A)wake is our theme 
for Advent 2019. Those 
letters, in that provocative 
arrangement, speak to 
us as both verb and 
adjective: they point 
toward a state of being 
that is alert, mindful, 
open—while also naming 
something that happens, 
sometimes to us and 
sometimes because of us. 
Advent is about both 
being and doing. May 
it be a season of wake-
fulness and awakening 
to what God is up to in 
these deep times as we 
help each other to keep 
hope alive.

Advent Paraments  
and Stoles were 
commissioned and made 
by quilter and artist, Beth 
Taylor of Durham, NC, 
for the pulpit, lectern, 
communion table, and 
stoles for our pastors. 

Advent Paper-lace 
Banners were designed 
by liturgical artist Ellen 
Phillips and were cut by 
members of First Pres. 
Ms. Phillips says: “This 
third Sunday of Advent 
is all about the “gladness 
and joy that will overtake 
(the redeemed) and 
sorrow and sighing will 
flee away” (Isaiah 35:10). 
I came across a picture of 
a tapestry designed by 
Hildegard of Bingen, a 
German abbess and
mystic who lived 1098–
1179. The stars seemed to 
dance and the sprouts of 
water spraying out 
all over the desert, all 
seeming to express the 
total joy that will be felt 
not only by the redeemed 
but by the very earth.



During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. If 
you are visiting with us, 
please leave your contact 
information so that we 
can reach out to you! 
Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see 
who is sitting around 
them and greet each 
other by name. By signing 
in, you help us build 
stronger community 
connections at First
Presbyterian. 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS
 

Offertory                                         Ave Maria   Franz Biebl                                    
     Chancel Choir; Lorna Young Hildebrandt, Soprano; Heidi Hess-Willis,  
 Alto; David Magumba, Tenor; and Benton DeGroot, Bass

               
Angelus Domini nontiavit Mariae et concepit de Spiritu sancto.
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Domnus tecum, benedicta tu in mulieribus 
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
Maria dixit: ecce ancilla Domini, fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.
Et verbum cara factum est et habitavit in nobis.
Sancta Maria, mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus.
nunc et in hora mortis nostae. Amen.

The angel of the Lord visited Mary, who conceived by the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Mary said, behold the servant of the Lord. 
Let it be with me according to your word.
And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

* Doxology     veni emmanuel
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.

*  Prayer of Dedication 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rev. McGowan (11:00)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

* HYMN 79                      Light Dawns on a Weary World            temple of peace
                                                       
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      marvel

 
* CLOSING VOLUNTARY              Cantata BWV 140     J. S. Bach
                                                                              Orchestra

WELCOME TO ALL! 

Please know that all are invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events is online at 
www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, visit the Welcome Center, just outside the Social 
Hall. Greeting you there today are Anne Kloack and Debbie Swartz.

Musical leadership (9:30/11:00) includes Orchestra, Gerry Leckrone, director; Sanctus Ringers; Chancel Choir; 
and soloists Lorna Young Hildebrandt, Heidi Hess-Willis, David Maguma, and Benton DeGroot. Acolytes 
include Cora Meade.

The Church Office is staffed by Robin Agnew. Greeters are Carol German and Karen Mundus (9:30) and 
Gail Grady and Linda Lampman (11:00). Sound system volunteers are Bryan Magnuson (9:30) and Barry 
Leonard (11:00). Ushers are Bill Austin (captain), Michele Derr, and Nancy Fox (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Paul 
Smith (captain), Dean Gilchrist, Joe Schmidt, Clem Gill, Chris Wahl, Ali and Ava Westfall, Beth Sanderford, Brian, 
Lucy, Molly, and Emma Schneidewind, Karen Hockett, and Carol Smith (9:30); and Bill Austin (head), Jeannette 
Middleton and Jim Douglass (co-captains), and Gregg, Vincent, and Stacey Pakela (11:00). The prayer team 
is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team 
volunteers are Nancy Fox and Diane Knibbs (9:30) and Linda Lampman and Cyndy Colton (11:00). Following 
the 8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “Prayer is our way of entering into 
the happiness of God himself.” –Tim Keller

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Radio Worship is broadcast 
at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Cookie 
bakers are Betsy DiMaggio, Kim Byers-Granito, Lynn Millward, and Marge Higley. Child-friendly, peanut-free 
purchased snacks are available for children. 

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room to study the book of Galatians. 

 First Friends meets in Monteith Hall to discuss Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor.

11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith meets in Monteith Hall for a special presentation in the “Real Poverty   
 Solutions” series. Today’s presenters are Derek Miller, Executive Director of Community Action   
 Network (CAN), and Frankie Moore, Development Director of CAN.

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved.

The Closing Voluntary 
was written by J. S. Bach 
as part of his Cantata 
BWV 140.  It uses the 
hymn Wachet auf, ruft 
uns die Stimme by Philipp 
Nicolai, published in1599.  
It is often paraphrased 
as “Wake, Awake, for 
Night Is Flying.” This is an 
arrangement by Eugene 
Ormandy.
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Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities:   
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
5:30 p.m.   Mids and High School Youth Group Christmas Party 

 
Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, welcomes you to College Lunch 
on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. service, coffee breaks during the week, and other fellowship 
opportunities. Follow us on Instagram @UKirkUMich for future events and past photos. Contact our 
Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information.

T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking to 
build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss Psalm 122. Bring your ques-
tions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey. Contact Rev. Ruhf, Haley Brown (hab-
rown989@gmail.com) or Chris Wahl (cgwahl@umich.edu) for more information about this and other 
T2A2 opportunities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stewardship Update: As the end of the year draws near, we will be sending out an update on the 
steadfast giving of this congregation, and our hope to close or narrow the gap that remains between 
what has been pledged so far and what is still needed to allow us to realize our ambitious  hopes.  
We’re so grateful for your support, and any extra boost you can give to these efforts as the year ends.

Presbyterian Women meet this Wednesday, December 18, beginning with Bible Study in the Lewis 
Room at 9:30 a.m. A Christmas Cheer activity and a presentation by Carol Smith on our mission work 
in Nicaragua follow at 10:45 a.m. in Monteith Hall. Lunch ($7) is at noon in the Social Hall. Please make 
your lunch reservation with Joyce Himebaugh (971-0873). 

Mature Singles meet this Friday, December 20, at 5:30 p.m., at Outback Steakhouse, 3173 Oak Valley 
Drive. All are welcome.

Help provide shelter January 6–19 for up to 25 men directed to First Pres by the Shelter Association. 
Contact Jeanette Middleton (msjett@aol.com), John Yodhes (677-4036), or Rev. Rogers to volunteer. 
Coats and other winter clothing donations for men will be collected until January 19 for 
distribution during the Shelter weeks. Baskets for donations are located in the Welcome Center and 
outside the Church Office.

The Milestone Ministry class for fourth and fifth graders,“Amazing Stuff: God’s Gift for 
Growing Up,” meets on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. beginning January 12 and concluding February 23. 
There is no class on January 26 due to the Annual Congregational Meeting. The corresponding class for 
parents whose children are enrolled in “Amazing Stuff” will meet at the same time in a different room. 
Contact Beca Torres-Davenport to register or for additional information. 

All 6th–12th grade youth are invited to a winter retreat at SpringHill Camp the weekend of 
February 21–23. Cost is $150 for the whole weekend. Scholarships and family rates for two or more 
students are available. Register online or by contacting Rev. Mares by next Sunday, December 22. 

High School Summer Pilgrimage to Taizé, France! All high school students, aged 15 and up, are 
invited to participate, June 20–June 29. Cost for the trip is $1,500 (scholarships available). Fundraising 
opportunities are forthcoming. Register online or by contacting Rev. Mares. There is a hard deadline 
of next Sunday, December 22. A non-refundable deposit of $150 to reserve a spot.



The church building will be closed Wednesday, December 25, and Wednesday, January 1. The building 
will close at 4:00 p.m. on December 26 –29 and 31.

Year-End Finance Information: Please support the ministries of First Presbyterian Church with your 
year-end gifts. The IRS requires that books for 2019 be closed on December 31. Make sure your 
donation is postmarked by December 31 for your contribution to be applied to your 2019 financial 
statement. When paying your financial commitment with a credit/debit card, the commitment is for one 
calendar year. A new authorization form, available on our website and in the Finance Office, must be 
filled out annually. 2020 Contribution Envelopes, for those who requested them, are available outside 
the Finance Office. 

Advent is here! 
Mark your calendars and join us for these and numerous other opportunities:

Are you receiving our Advent Email Devotionals? If not, please sign up on our website.

Volunteer to Make God’s Love Visible at Peace Neighborhood Center December 20–23.
Youth (with parents) and adults are needed for 2-hour blocks. Duties will include helping families 
shop, and sorting and stocking toy donations. Contact Rev. Johnson for more information.

Caroling fun, hot cocoa, and fellowship are yours if you join us next Saturday, 
December 21, 10:00 a.m. to noon, at Glacier Hills Senior Living Community. For more 
information contact Beca Torres-Davenport.

The Christmas Joy Offering that we will receive next Sunday, December 22, reflects that God is 
with us, through the generous gifts that support church leaders among us—retired, present and 
future—who have pointed us to God. 50% of your gifts to Christmas Joy assist current and retired 
church workers and their families who are in financial need. 50% of your gifts to Christmas Joy 
make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of color.

Worship with us on Christmas Eve at one or more of these services:
Christmas Eve Nativity Worship Service

Tuesday, December 24, 3:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Services of Lessons and Carols

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 and 7:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary
(Preludes begin at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m., respectively.)

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
Tuesday, December 24, 11:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary

This year’s Christmas Eve Nativity Service offering is for Peace Neighborhood Center. 
All  are invited to bring a gift of new hats and gloves for this special offering. 

The Christmas Eve Offering will support two living communities for special needs 
adults: Intentional Communities of Washtenaw and His Eye Is on the Sparrow. First Pres 
is blessed to have six young adults with special needs who have grown up in our church and are 
active members of our “Promises” group. Many of them either live in one of these two 
communities or are supported by them in other ways.

Childcare on Christmas Eve during the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. services is available by 
reservation only. Please contact Beca Torres-Davenport, to make a reservation. Are you 
available to help with Christmas Eve childcare? If you can offer this wonderful gift to our 
families with young children, please contact Beca Torres-Davenport.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Robin Agnew, Administrative Assistant 

Liz Call-Boyce, Finance Assistant

Andrew Frazier, Resident Minister

Lisa Haddrill, Technology Coordinator

Dr. Paul Haebig, Interim Organist 

Almer Harris, Maintenance Specialist

Reverend Khayla Johnson, Resident Minister

Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator

Cindy King, Administrative Assistant 

Reverend Evans McGowan, Campus Ministries Coordinator

Reverend Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families

Kellie McInchak, Children’s Choir Director

Anna Miller, Finance Manager 

Merry Muilenberg, Welcome Center Volunteer Coordinator

Adrian Prundeanu, Facilities Manager

Linda Robinson, Office Manager

Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor

Reverend Amy Ruhf, Resident Minister

Reverend Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor

Reverend Dr. Richard Spalding, Interim Pastor

Sandy Talbott, Wellness Coordinator & Parish Nurse

Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of Children’s Education & Family Ministry

David VanderMeer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts 


