
PRELUDE              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 13th century
                   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus     Psalmodia Sacra, 1715
       There Is No Rose of Such Virtue 14th century England
     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence French carol
         
LIFE IN THE CHURCH    Rev. Sanderford (8:00)

Rev. Rogers (9:30)
Rev. Buckley (11:00) 

FAITH IN ACTION            Rotating Shelter  Brian Williams (8:00)
Jim Peggs (9:30)

Debbie and Jim Campbell (11:00)
    

Gathering

DECEMBER 3, 2017 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP
 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.

Advent 1 © 2017 John Stuart



       
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

One: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me  
   will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.”
All:  We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

     Choral Response      Light Dawns on a Weary World  
William P. Rowan

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes.
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

 Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2001. © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense.net  A-720542.

Prayer

* HYMN 12                               People, Look East besançon
                                   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty God, as we prepare for your coming, we bow before you 
sorry for all those things which we have done which we ought not 
to have done, for the cross words we have said, the disrespectful 
comments we have made, and the cruel deeds we have allowed to go 
unchecked. We have not loved you or those around us but have put 
our priorities above the common good.  We fear stepping into the 
light because our deeds will be exposed.  Not of our deserving but out 
of your mercy, forgive us.  Show us your grace that we might come to 
your Table of welcome. 

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as 
forgiven people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” 
and respond, “And also with you.”

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            Marti Wendler (8:00)
Annette Fraser (9:30) 
   Hana Kaehr (11:00)

Proclaiming



OLD TESTAMENT READING     Ezekiel 43:1-5 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30) 
Children through grade five are invited forward.   
  

NEW TESTAMENT READING     John 3:16-21    
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                             Come to the Light  Rev. Dr. Fair

HYMN 506        Deck Yourself, My Soul, with Gladness   Schmücke dich
Please rise in body or spirit when indicated:

Stanza 1 - Soloist/Choir
Stanzas 2-3 - All

                          
WELCOME  Rev. Parks-Piatt (9:30) 

Rev. Koenig-Reinke (11:00)
Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory (9:30/11:00)       God So Loved the World  John Stainer
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through Him might be saved.    John 3:16-17

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer     
One: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Responding



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People
The elements will be passed. Communion cups contain only non-alcoholic 
grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are located in the center cup on the wafer tray.

Prayer After Communion

* HYMN 44                     O Little Town of Bethlehem  st. louis
 As the congregation stands to sing, please bring your offering of food forward.  
Monetary donations may be put in the special communion envelope and 
placed in the baskets.
                                                    

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 
 the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
 We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
 as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.
 Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2001. © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense.net  A-720542.

                         
* POSTLUDE                            
                                
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices (in the 
Sanctuary) and large-print bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers.

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit 
the Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are 
Lorna Prescott and Barbara Mueller. The Church Office is staffed by Robin 
Agnew. Greeters are Carol Gottliebsen and Jane and David Schmidt at 9:30; 
and Linda Lampman and John and Dawn Pankopf at 11:00. Ushers are Bill 
Austin (head) and Michele Derr at 8:00; Bill Austin (head), Paul Smith (captain), 
Len Rezmierski, Angela Yang, Olivier Jolliet, Nicole Jolliet, Lee Roberts, Dean 
Gilchrist, Carol Smith, Jinx Cooke, Dick Cooke, and Kay Fuller at 9:30; and Bill 
Austin (head), Brady West (captain), Jeanette Middleton, Jim Douglass, Cindy 
Lambrides, Paul Goodman, and Georgia Goodman at 11:00. The prayer team is 
available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel, to the right of the 
chancel in the Sanctuary, after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. 

Sending



Prayer team members include Deborah Campbell following both services. 
Following the 8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion 
Table. “God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of 
prayer.” - Mother Teresa 

Candlelighters are Meng and Jean Tan (8:00), Bruce Thomson, Ann Thomson 
Kennedy, and Jeff Kennedy (9:30), and Monte and Maki Kaehr, Anna, Hana, and 
Leina (11:00). Children’s Choir is assisting at 9:30. Youth Choir and Brooke 
Phillips, soloist, are assisting at 11:00. The Recorder Ensemble includes Nicole 
Jolliet, Diane Knibbs, Marian West, Bruce Loughry, and Linda Speck (Director).

The chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Almira and Hubert White 
by their daugher, Jean; and in loving memory of Jackie Voss by the Burton Voss 
family. 

The pink rosebuds honor the births of Josephine Lyn DeLancey, born 
November 15, 2017, daughter of Jane Woodward and J. O. DeLancey, and 
granddaughter of John and Barbara DeLancey; and Anna Lorraine Loesel, born 
November 15, 2017, daughter of Lisa and Michael Loesel, and granddaughter of 
Don and Nancy Kaegi.

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Radio Worship is broadcast at 11:00 a.m., on WAAM (1600 
AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Communion Food Offering is today. As we come to the Lord’s Table 
to be fed and nurtured in our faith, we also come to feed others and lend 
support to those in need. Today’s financial contributions and food 
donations are for Food Gatherers of Ann Arbor.

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 
a.m. worship service. Cookie bakers are Barb Carlisle, Elsa Stuber, and 
John and Dawn Pankopf. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks are 
available for children. 

Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
Childcare and Sunday School classes are held for crib through fifth 
graders at 9:30 a.m. Childcare is available for preschoolers at 11:00 a.m. 
Worship activity totes and Busy Hands activity baskets are available at the 
entrances to the Sanctuary for children attending worship at 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Choir is 10:30 – 10:55 a.m. in Room 300.

Christmas Pageant Parent Meeting is in the Lewis Room at 11:00 a.m.

Youth Ministry Opportunities: 
All-Youth Munch & Mingle is in the Youth Room at 9:20 a.m.

Sunday School and Confirmation Classes begin at 9:30 a.m.

Youth Choir (grades 6 - 12) rehearses at 4:30 p.m.

All-Youth Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.



NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Youth Presentation 
is in Monteith Hall, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. The presentation, for youth (6th - 12th 

grades), is on suicide prevention and early warning signs of mental illness. 
More information can be found on our website, or by contacting Essie 
Koenig-Reinke (Essie@firstpresbyterian.org). 

Adult Education Opportunities: 
The Bible @ 9:30 is engaged in a study of the book of Acts in the French 
Room/Library. Rev. Ed Koster is the facilitator. All are welcome for study 
and robust discussion. 

First Friends meet in Monteith Hall at 9:30 a.m. to discuss “Peter and 
Paul and the Christian Revolution,” a DVD-based study. First Friends is a 
self-directed adult group providing a safe place for people to share 
concerns and receive Christian support. All are welcome.

Exploring the Faith meets at 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall to discuss 
“Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited: Isaiah and the 
Prophets.” Presenters are Revs. Sanderford and Parks-Piatt. 

Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, invites all college students to 
meet in the Welcome Center after the 11:00 a.m. service each Sunday so 
we can treat you to lunch. We also invite you to attend “Wednesdays @ 
8:00,” a weekly gathering for fellowship and faithful conversation at the 
Michigan League. For more information, see Revs. McGowan or Buckley.

T2A2 Lunch & Plan is at 12:15 p.m. in the Founders Room. A light 
lunch will be served. Whether you are a member or a first-time guest in 
your 20s or 30s, please come share your ideas about how we can shape 
our time together next year. We will make plans for social gatherings, 
service, and spiritual formation. 

T2A2 Small Group meets at 7:00 p.m. at Chris Wahl’s house. 
Wherever you are in your faith journey, we invite all in their 20s and 30s 
to come and build community with us. For more information, contact 
Rev. Parks-Piatt (dparks-piatt@firstpresbyterian.org).

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Letting Love Show – Stewardship Update:  As of November 27,          
434 pledges totaling $1,409,054 have been received. This represents 83% 
of our $1,700,000 goal. If you have not turned in your pledge yet, First Pres 
still needs your help as we begin planning the 2018 budget. Thank you!

Mature Singles meet this Friday, December 8, 5:30 p.m., at Metzger’s 
German Restaurant, 305 Zeeb Road. All are welcome.

Volunteers are needed for our annual Pancake Supper for UM 
students on Tuesday evening, December 12. Visit https://firstpresbyterian.
wufoo.com/forms/pancake-supper/ to volunteer. If you have questions, 
contact Rev. Buckley. 



Family Christmas Pageant
All children are invited to participate in our “come one, come all” 
Christmas Pageant for children ages 3 and older. Because Christ-
mas Eve falls on Sunday this year, the Christmas Pageant is at 9:30 
a.m. on Christmas Eve morning. There are non-speaking parts for 
a multitude of children, and middle school and high school youth 
are invited to take leadership roles. All of our children are invited 
to sing as a part of the pageant. Doris Granum leads our children’s 
choir in rehearsal every Sunday from 10:30 to 10:55 a.m. Between 
now and Christmas the children will be learning the choir music 
and our whole repertoire of Christmas carols. Children are en-
couraged to participate even if they didn’t start with the choir in 
September. There is a parent meeting this morning at 11:00 
a.m. in the Lewis Room. Rehearsals are December 16 and 21. 
Register online by December 5. 

Join Mature Ministries (Hilltoppers) on Thursday, December 14, at 
noon in the Social Hall for a preview of our 2018 outing to Henry Ford’s Fair 
Lane Estate in Dearborn. Mark Heppner, Vice President for Historic 
Resources at the Historic Ford Estates, is our featured speaker. Lunch ($5) 
will be served prior to the presentation.

“Light Dawns on a Weary World” Christmas Hymn Festival and 
Reception is Sunday, December 17, at 3:00 p.m. This is a wonderful event 
meant for the whole family to attend together. For those who would like 
childcare for children under age two, make a reservation by contacting 
Debbie MacVey (dmcvey@firstpresbyterian.org) no later than December 12. 

T2A2 Holiday Cookie Exchange is Sunday, December 10, 2:00 - 5:00 
p.m., at the home of Catalina Esquerra. For more information or directions, 
email Catalina (justcallmecat@gmail.com). 

The Longest Night Service is Wednesday, December 20, at 7:00 p.m., in 
Monteith Hall. This service recognizes the encroaching darkness, both 
literal and figurative, that comes at this time of year. For people grieving, 
experiencing uncertain times, facing illness or loss of any kind, or 
melancholy during the holidays, this service speaks to the sadness we feel. 
Invite neighbors, friends, and loved ones to attend with you. The service 
includes candles of remembrance, the music of harp, flute, and oboe, 
moving hymns, and a sermon by Rev. Rogers. Stephen Ministers will provide 
hot cider and cookies for a time of fellowship afterwards.

Are you spending Christmas Day alone? Would you open your 
Christmas Day table to include a church member who otherwise 
would be alone? The Congregational Life Committee hopes to put 
people together on this most special day to share a meal. Whichever side of 
the invitation you are on, please contact Rev. Rogers.
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Ann Arbor, MI  48104
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Reverend Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor/Head of Staff

Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor
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Sandy Talbott, Wellness Coordinator/Parish Nurse

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Anna Miller, Finance Manager 

Adrian Prundeanu, Facilities Manager

Linda Robinson, Office Manager

Lisa Haddrill, Technology Coordinator

Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator/Pastor’s Assistant

Cindy King, Administrative Assistant/Children’s Education Assistant

Robin Agnew, Administrative Assistant

Almer Harris, Maintenance Specialist

Megan Roemer, Finance Assistant

Special Offerings in December 2017 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) Christmas Joy Offering will be 
received on Sunday, December 17. Donations support retired church 
professionals and other church workers in times of need and the 
development of future racial ethnic leaders of our diverse, national 
church.

Our First Pres Christmas Eve offering will support SafeHouse Center, 
an Ann Arbor 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose mission is to 
provide safety, support, advocacy and resources for survivors of sexual 
assault and domestic violence and their children, and to work relentlessly 
to change the systems and attitudes that allow this abuse to continue. 
Your gifts will be used to fund work with youth (Teen Voice), and to 
provide children’s programming designed to break the cycle of domestic 
violence.


