
GATHERING     
                                                                                                                 
PRELUDE                              Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  Mark Patterson

WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH   Andrew Frazier

FAITH IN ACTION               Peace Neighborhood Center Christmas Gift Drive 
  

* HYMN 88                                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  veni emmanuel
    Please sing stanzas 1, 6 and 7.                                                                                           

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  West Highland Way Pilgrims Jennifer Day, Jan Fisher, and Nancy Pflasterer   
   Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.

Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day the Lord is coming.
Sing out your joy, for soon Christ will be born!
Wake up, keep alert for Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.”

One:  As we light our first Advent candle,
All:  We pray for the holy hope of God.
One:  Come now, O Child of Mary.
All:  Come now, O Prince of Hope.

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       marvel
Now, choir of heaven, rise to sing
the hymn that prophets longed to hear:
a child of God has come to bring
an end to sorrow, death, and fear.
Now rise to sing your hymn of hope,
let it resound around the globe:
sing hope; sing hope; sing blessed hope;
sing hope; sing blessed hope!

   Music is Hymn 125, Before the Marvel of This Night. Text is by David Gambrell.

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
God of light and life, you set before us today the challenges of laying aside the works of darkness; of putting on the light 
of Christ; of being watchful and prepared for your coming in our midst in the person of Jesus Christ. As the people of 
God in this place we know that a crucial part of our witness is in revealing Christ to the world through the way we love 
and care for one another. Forgive us when people do not see any evidence in us of the One who is to come. So many 
people, young and old, grope helplessly in the gloom of despair and suffering, yearning for the light of hope to dawn 
in their lives. Remind us that the light of Christ shines through people like us. Merciful God, cleanse our hearts and 
minds of all that hinders us from loving you and loving our neighbor so that our lives radiate faith active in love, as we 
watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more in the person of Jesus Christ...

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

*  PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as God’s people.    
 Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and respond, “And also with you.” 
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* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
Please sing twice:

While we are waking, come; while we are waking, come.
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waking come.

This is an adaptation of Stanza 1 of Hymn 92, While We Are Waiting, Come (waiting).

 PROCLAIMING   
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     Linda Strodtman
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 2:1-5                         

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Matthew 24:36-44                                                   
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                                                        Keep Awake, Keep the Watch  Rev. Ruhf  

                                                                             
                                                                             RESPONDING   

* HYMN 97                                                                    Watchman, Tell Us of the Night aberystwyth
                                                                                                                                       

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS  Andrew Frazier
Offertory                                                                                         

*  Doxology     veni emmanuel
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.

*  Prayer of Dedication 
 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  See Communion Card

  
SENDING

* HYMN 102                                                                        Savior of the Nations, Come   Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland      
Please sing Stanzas 1–3.
                                                         

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Praise we sing to Christ the Lord
Virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
Praise we sing eternally.
     This is Stanza 4 of Hymn 102, Savior of the Nations, Come.

                                                                                                                                        
* POSTLUDE                                                     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  Michael Larken

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. Large-print bulletins 
and hymnals are available from the ushers.The Prayer for Forgiveness is adapted from a Confession written by Rev. Mindi and posted on 
the Rev-o-lution blog (http:rev-o-lution.org). 


