
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
November 10, 2019  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.    

Making God’s Love Visible

Into This Living © Jan Richardson (janrichardson.com)
“Now God is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to God all of them are alive.”

Luke 20:38 



GATHERING

PRELUDE                                          Preludio  Giovanni Bolzoni
                                                                                                                                                         
WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH Rev. Sanderford (9:30)

Andrew Frazier (11:00)

FAITH IN ACTION                  Alpha House  Gail Einhaus  
                                            

* CALL TO WORSHIP     
One: This is the message we have heard and proclaim:
All:  God is light, and in God there is no darkness at all!
One:  God is love,
All:  and whoever abides in love abides in God.
One:  God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
All:  God sent God’s own Son that we might live through him.
One:  Beloved, if God so loved us,
All:  we ought also to love one another.
One:  We love because God first loved us;
All:  if we love one another, God lives in us.  

—adapted from 1 John, 4
 

* HYMN 409                                    God Is Here!    abbot’s leigh
                                                                                                             

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Here in this familiar place, generous and merciful God, we gather 
together in longing for the inspiration of Your presence, for the 
soothing touch of Your forgiveness within our consciences, for the 
stirring vision of Your will even in this wounded world. We gather 
together in hope, that the power of Your word and the whispering 
of Your beauty, the healing silence of our prayers and the sincerity 
of our community, will awaken in us the image and likeness of Your 
Son Jesus. In these moments of courage and peace, lift from us any 
burdens of regret that hold us apart from the power of Your 
reconciling love…

SILENT CONFESSION

KYRIE  Lee Afdahl
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Kyrie - Lee Afdahl

               
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance 
devices and large-print 
bulletins and hymnals are 
available from the ushers.

Kyrie: The composer of 
the Kyrie was the Director 
of Music and Organist at 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Rochester, MN. Lee 
was the President of 
the Handbell Musicians 
of America and is now 
retired.



* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience 
 as God’s people. Greet one another saying,  “The peace of Christ be with    
 you,” and respond, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Please sing twice. This is Hymn 587, Alleluia! (celtic alleluia).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Sharon Sheldon (9:30)
Ed Koster (11:00) 

    
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Haggai 2:1–9                                      

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                                                       

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)   
Children through grade five are invited forward.

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Luke 20:27–38                    
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                               Who We Are to Each Other Rev. Dr. Spalding
             

RESPONDING            
                                                                        

* HYMN 49                                   The God of Abraham Praise leoni
                                                                         

WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS (9:30)        Karla Olson-Bellfi
Joining the church today are Charlie Balaan, Nancy Powell, Brent Ivey, and Dave 
VanderMeer. Also being introduced today are new members Dan Musser, 
Marlee Brown, and their children: Tilly, Maverick, Cece, and Pippa.

Hymn of Welcome        Blest Be the Tie That Binds  dennis
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:  
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS    Rev. Johnson (9:30)
Rev. Ruhf (11:00)

Our “talk” with 
children from 
Kindergarten through 
Fifth Grade offers 
God’s Word to children 
in a way that  they 
can best receive it. 
This weekly habit helps 
to guide children in their 
faith journey and invites 
them to actively 
participate in the life 
of the Church as they 
develop into adolescents. 
With great care, the topic 
is selected in partnership 
with the scriptures for 
the day and illustrated 
with clear language and 
simple examples. The 
children come to know 
that Jesus loves them 
and has a word just for 
them, and they come to 
understand how scripture 
fits into the patterns of 
worship that guide our 
time together (gathering, 
proclaiming, responding, 
sending.) While meant 
primarily for children, this 
conversation invites adults 
to listen in for what may 
be a deeper message of 
faith that speaks just to 
them.



Offertory Anthem                 Sing a New Song  Schütz/Jennings
                                                           Chancel Choir
                     Kelly McDermott, flute; Ralph Kauffman, double bass

Sing a new song to God the Lord, 
Sing and give praise with one accord. 
For God’s salvation God doth give,
That, through God’s mercy, we may live.

Worship the Lord in holiness, 
Hymns of great joy to God address.
Honor God’s works and bless God’s name. 
God’s grace and truth to all proclaim.

Heaven above and earth below, 
Ocean and field God’s glory show.
All of God’s creatures sing God’s praise. 
Let us now too our voices raise.
Glory and thanks to God belong. 
Honor God evermore in song.

                                                                
* Doxology     lasst uns erfreuen  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

This is Hymn 609, Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow. 

*  Prayer of Dedication 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

* HYMN 644                    Give Thanks, O Christian People 
es flog ein kleins waldvögelein

                              
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
 May we in service to our God act out the living word,
and walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard.
As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord
to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord.     

This is stanza 4 of Hymn 757, Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples
 (kingsfold).

* POSTLUDE       Improvisation on Give Thanks, O Christian People   
                                                   Charlie Eidelman, organist              

During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. 
If you are visiting with us, 
please leave your contact 
information so that we 
can reach out to you! 
Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see 
who is sitting around 
them and greet each 
other by name. By signing 
in, you help us build 
stronger community
connections at First 
Presbyterian.

The Prayers of the 
People should include 
prayers for the church 
universal, the world 
and the nation, those 
in leadership, the 
community, persons in 
distressing circumstances, 
and those with special 
needs. The Lord’s Prayer 
concludes the Prayers of 
the People.

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved.



 

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Radio Worship is broadcast 
at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Cookie 
bakers are Barb Carlisle, Betsy DiMaggio, and Elsa Stuber. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks are 
available for children. 

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room. 

 First Friends meets in Monteith Hall to discuss “Listening to Jesus as a Jew” by Amy-Jill Levine.

11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith meets in Monteith Hall for a presentation in the series: “Affordable 
 Housing  in Our Town.” Today’s speaker is Bonnie Billups from the Peace Neighborhood Center.
         

Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities:   
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School on the Lower Level and in the Curtis Room (Confirmation class)  
4:30 p.m. Youth + Creative Arts in the Choir Room
5:30 p.m. Youth Dinner in the Social Hall
6:00 p.m. Youth Groups in the Youth Room

WELCOME TO ALL! 

Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited to share in the life of the church. A 
full description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please 
visit the Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are Diane Knibbs 
and Gail Grady. The Church Office is staffed by Robin Agnew. Greeters are Nancy Oliver and Hank and 
Debbie McQueen (9:30) and Carol Fletcher and Prue Heikkinen (11:00). Sound system volunteers are 
Bryan Magnuson (9:30) and Barry Leonard (11:00). Ushers are Bill Austin (head), Nancy Fox, and Michele 
Derr (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Len Rezmierski (captain), Dean Gilchrist, Joe Schmidt, Beth Sanderford, 
Keith Molin, Clem Gill, Elsa and Dick Stuber, and Angela Yang (9:30); and Bill Austin (head), Carter 
Hodgson (captain), Peggy Hodgson, Barry and Jeanette Swartz, and Joe and Karen Cox (11:00). The 
prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. 
Prayer team volunteers are Nancy Fox and Nicole Jolliet (9:30) and Michele Derr (11:00). Following the 
8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “Why do we need to pray? Because 
the Christian life is a journey, and we need God’s strength and guidance along the way.” – Billy Graham

Acolytes include Callie and Ethan Crawford.

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Nancy Deromedi on her birthday by her family and in 
loving memory of Heather E. Shephard by her daughter Cathy McKenny.

A red rosebud celebrates the birth of Grant Robert Gardner, born June 6, 2019. Grant is the son of 
Ryan and Julie Gardner and the grandson of Diana and Ron Gardner.

A pink rosebud celebrates the birth of Paisley Lynn Skalsky, born October 23, 2019. Paisley is the 
daughter of Michael and Jennifer Skalsky and the granddaughter of Mary and Larry Engelhardt.



T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking to 
build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss the Gospel of Luke. Bring 
your questions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey. Contact Haley Brown 
(habrown989@gmail.com), Chris Wahl (cgwahl@umich.edu), or Rev. Ruhf for more information 
about this and other T2A2 opportunities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Make God’s Love Visible Stewardship Update: As of November 4, 326 pledges totaling $1,185,815 
have been received. This represents 65.9% of our $1,800,000 goal. If you have not turned in your 
pledge yet, First Pres still needs your help as we plan the 2020 budget. Thank you for all you do to 
Make God’s Love Visible through the ministries of First Pres!

Alpha House Week of Caring is this week. It is not too late to Make God’s Love Visible by 
extending hospitality to some of those who are experiencing homelessness, those who have 
known lack of food security, lack of a warm place to live, and lack of safety for their children. If 
you are able to volunteer for this vital ministry, contact Anne Gere (argere@umich.edu), Paula 
Doering (paulahdoering@gmail.com), and Gail Einhaus (gail.einhaus@gmail.com; 646-6093).

The Stephen Ministry Continuing Education Series invites all to attend “A Parent’s Journey into 
Mental Health,” a presentation by First Pres member Collyer Smith, tomorrow evening, Monday, 
November 11, at 7:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall.

Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, welcomes you to College Lunch 
on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. service, coffee breaks during the week, and other fellowship 
opportunities. Follow us on Instagram @UKirkUMich for future events and past photos. Contact our 
Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org), for more information.

Mature Ministries Lunch & Learn is this Thursday, November 14. Join us for lunch ($5) in the Social 
Hall at noon and stay for a special presentation by Josie Schneider and Conrad Knutsen—”House 
Sitting–The Best Way to Travel the World.”

Mature Singles meet this Friday, November 15, at Knight’s Restaurant, 2324 Dexter Avenue, 
at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome!

A cancer conversation group meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month, in Room LL1. Contact 
Rev. Rogers for more information, or just show up.  If you have cancer, have had cancer, are caring for 
others, or just need a safe place to talk about your experiences and walk with others, join us.

The 2019 Forward in Mission Bazaar is next Sunday, November 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., in the Social Hall. This annual event is an opportunity to learn more about many of the mission 
programs in which First Pres participates, and to support those programs through the purchase of 
meaningful holiday gifts for family and friends. Sunday School classes, grades 1–5, will spend class time 
learning about the variety of mission works in which First Pres participates.  

Presbyterian Women Opportunities:
    An Evening Bible Study meets on Tuesday, November 19, at 7:00 p.m., in the Vance Room.

PW Gathering is Wednesday, November 20, beginning at 9:30 a.m. All women are invited to attend 
all or any part of the day’s offerings.

Bible Study is in the Lewis Room, 9:30–10:30 a.m.
Business Meeting is in the Lewis Room, 10:15–10:30 a.m. The Thank Offering will be received.
Mission Field Trip to the House by the Side of the Road, 10:45 a.m.–noon. Carpools will leave 
First Pres at 10:45 a.m. The tour will be led by church member Hank McQueen.
Lunch following the field trip is at Anna’s House restaurant, 445 E. Eisenhower Parkway. Please 
reserve a place at the table with Joyce Himebaugh (971-0873).



T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking to 
build community. T2A2 November Activities:

Hangout with Interim Pastor Rick Spalding this Wednesday, November 13, at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for our Wednesday hangout at Red Hawk Bar & Grill (316 South State Street) where we’ll get 
to know Rick and Rick can get to know the group!

Volunteer at Delonis Center on Tuesday, November 19, 5:00–7:30 p.m.
Help serve a meal to shelter guests with Food Gatherers Community Kitchen. We’ll also assist with 
clean-up at the end. Contact Haley Brown (habrown989@gmail.com) if you’d like to help out.

T2A2 Friendsgiving is Sunday, November 24, at 5:00 p.m.
Bring your favorite Thanksgiving dish as we gather to celebrate, give thanks, and share a meal 
together at Chris Wahl’s home. This will replace small group for the evening.

Volunteers are needed for First Pres’ fall work days for Habitat for Humanity of Huron 
Valley. Eight to twelve volunteers are needed per day for the deconstruction phase of our House of 
Faith, November 22 and 23 and December 6 and 7. The house is located at 792 Ford Boulevard in 
Ypsilanti. Volunteers must register and complete an online waiver by the Monday before your work 
day (only one waiver necessary per calendar year). Please arrive on site by 9:00 a.m. for safety and 
project instruction. More information may be found at www.h4h.org/houseoffaith. 

Leaf Raking Day is Saturday, November 23, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Enjoy good fellowship, 
Washtenaw Dairy doughnuts, and hot beverages, as you work with others to make our church 
grounds beautiful. Bring a rake if you have one.

Advent is Coming! Mark your calendars and await further information on these and numerous 
other opportunities:

Family to Family Christmas kicks off Sunday, November 24, with a chance to sign up to help local 
families have a better Christmas. This year’s financial donations to Family to Family will be used to 
purchase gift cards that will be distributed first to any families who are not adopted, and then to 
families through Peace Neighborhood Center.

The All-Church Advent Happening is Saturday, December 7, in the Social Hall, from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon. Join us for crafts, cookie decorating, candle making, and more! Child care will be provided for 
children ages 3 and younger, for those who wish. Contact Beca Torres-Davenport if you are interested 
in hosting a table.

A StorySlam and Strolling Reception is December 8, 6:00–8:00 p.m. Enjoy stories of the 
season and the singing of Christmas carols in this special holiday presentation. The StorySlam will be 
followed by a reception held throughout the building. Listen to special musical performances and 
enjoy therapy dogs, nibbles, and other festivities. 

Jesus Christ, Superstar! is coming to the Detroit Opera House and we are taking a group 
from church! Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 9, at 2:00 p.m. The cost per balcony ticket is 
$69 which includes traveling by chartered bus from First Pres. We have 40 tickets. To sign up, look for 
the link online, or call the Church Office. A $20 non-refundable deposit per person is required, with 
final payment in full due December 1. Join us for a great all-church outing!

Please contact the Church Office to:
•  order a First Pres name tag. Cost is $9 for either clip or magnet style
•  request a baptism
•  let us know if you are hospitalized
•  support our Fair Trade mission project by purchasing a bag of Fair Trade coffee for use at home.   
•  sign up to sponsor Chancel Flowers in memory or in honor of a loved one. Cost is $50. 
•  apply for a security device (fob). Cost is $10. 
•  inform us of any changes to your basic contact information. You may also update your contact 
 information online (https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/update-contact-information)   
 where you will find a new, easy-to-use form.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Robin Agnew, Administrative Assistant 

Liz Call-Boyce, Finance Assistant

Andrew Frazier, Resident Minister

Lisa Haddrill, Technology Coordinator

Dr. Paul Haebig, Interim Organist 

Almer Harris, Maintenance Specialist

Reverend Khayla Johnson, Resident Minister

Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator

Cindy King, Administrative Assistant

Reverend Evans McGowan, Campus Ministries Coordinator

Reverend Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families

Kellie McInchak, Children’s Choir Director

Anna Miller, Finance Manager 

Merry Muilenberg, Welcome Center Volunteer Coordinator

Adrian Prundeanu, Facilities Manager

Linda Robinson, Office Manager

Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor

Reverend Amy Ruhf, Resident Minister

Reverend Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor

Reverend Dr. Rick Spalding, Interim Pastor

Sandy Talbott, Wellness Coordinator & Parish Nurse

Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of Children’s Education & Family Ministry

David VanderMeer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts 


