
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
October 13, 2019  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.    

Making God’s Love Visible

Remembering in What We Do Together by Jan Richardson © janrichardson.com



GATHERING

PRELUDE                    Interlude on “Resignation”  Gilbert M. Martin
                                                     
LIFE IN THE CHURCH  Rev. Sanderford (9:30)

Rev. Mares (11:00)

FAITH IN ACTION                   
Red Cross Blood Drive
Stewardship     

                                            
* CALL TO WORSHIP     adapted from Psalm 126:1–5  

Rev. Ruhf (11:00)                 
One: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
  we were like those who dream. 
All:  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy;
One:  then it was said among the nations, 
  “The Lord has done great things for them.”
All:  The Lord has done great things for us, and we 
  rejoiced.
One:  Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
  like the watercourses in the desert.
All:  May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy!

* HYMN 610           O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  azmon
                                                                                                     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God – You have not waited for us to find our way to you; 
in Jesus you have met us along the way of this journey.  We have 
limped or stumbled along some of that way; we labor and are 
heavy laden.  Take from us, we pray, the burdens that impede 
our sound passage through this life: the memories of hurts 
given or received that bind us, the fear and confusion that limit 
our compassion.  We rejoice in meeting you here, together, in 
these moments of hopeful prayer and heartfelt praise.  Forgive 
us, we pray, and heal us with the balm of gratitude, that we may 
be on the way where you would have us go . . .

SILENT CONFESSION

Please join in reading 
or singing those parts 
of the service printed in 
bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance 
devices and large-print 
hymnals are available 
from the ushers.



KYRIE                                       singapura

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we 
 experience as God’s people. Greet one another saying,  “The peace of  
 Christ be with you,” and respond, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to 
thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I 
love; here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts 
above.

This is stanza 3 of Hymn 475, Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
(nettleton).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Kate Silbert (9:30)
 Gail Grady (11:00) 

    
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7                    
 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

                   
PRESENTATION OF CHILDREN’S BIBLES (9:30)       

Beca Torres-Davenport
Rev. Mares

Children and parents, please come forward to receive your Bible as 
your name is called and stand on the chancel steps for the litany. 
Children receiving Bibles today are:

The Kyrie that we are 
singing within the 
Confession sequence is 
set to the hymn tune 
SINGAPURA by Swee 
Hong Lim, who was 
originally from 
Singapore. He has been 
on the sacred music 
faculties of several 
colleges and universities 
in the United States and 
served as the chair of 
the Worship and Music 
Committee for the 
Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in 
the fall of 2013.

Prayer for 
Illumination is a 
prayer that is offered 
before the scriptures 
are read, and before 
a sermon is preached. 
This prayer asks that 
the Holy Spirit open our 
minds and our hearts 
to the Word so that we 
may not only hear, but 
understand and believe.



Gabriel Frederick Arreguin Christian Jihu Lee 
Maxwell Lindsay Falconer William Randy Martin 
Evan Kayden Gibbs  Leo James McInchak
Vivien Clark Gubbini  Matthew Gerald Mullinix
Josephine Mary Hollingsworth Claudia Louise Schneider
Emily Anne Kloack  Daniel Suh
Alexis Rebecca Ladley  Joshua Miles Swenson
Maizie Justina Lampman 
     

Litany for the Presentation of the Bibles
   One: 

Children, we give each of you a Bible inscribed with your own 
name. Will you read it and study it so you learn the ways God 
spoke to people in the past and speaks to us today, and so you 
know Jesus as your most important friend?

     Children: 
I will read and study the Bible so I grow in knowing God 
and Jesus.

    One: 
Parents, God has given you primary responsibility for your 
children’s education in faith. Will you read the Bible with your 
children as a means of helping them to know Jesus Christ as 
friend and Lord, understand ways that Christian faith guides 
decisions in daily life, and as a means of sharing your faith with 
them?

Parents:
We will read the Bible and share our faith with our children. 

One:  
People of the church, at the baptism of children we promise   
 to tell them of God’s love, to help them understand Christ’s   
 commands, and to strengthen family ties within the household  
  of God. Are we willing to renew this promise?

Congregation: 
 We renew our promise to children and their families to tell  
  them the good news of the gospel, to help them know all   
  that Christ commands, and by our fellowship to 
  strengthen their family ties with the household of God.  



Everyone in prayer: 
God of love and care, thank you for your word in the Bible 
and actively lived in human lives through ages past and in 
the world today. Through reading and studying the Bible, 
through praying and worshiping, help us to know you and 
to know what we are to do to be your faithful people, 
following Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANTHEM                 If I Forget, Yet God Remembers  Daniel Pederson
                                                       Chancel Choir  Text: Robert Browning 

If I forget, yet God remembers!
If these hands of mine cease from their clinging,
Yet the hands divine hold me so firmly that I cannot fall;
And if sometimes I am too tired to call for him to help me,
Then he reads the prayer unspoken in my heart,
And lifts my care.

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Luke 17:11–19          
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                           What We Remember          Rev. Dr. Spalding

RESPONDING    
                                                                                

* HYMN 74        When God Restored Our Common Life resignation
                                              

WELCOME    Rev. Johnson (9:30) 
 Andrew Frazier (11:00)

 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory     All Creatures of Our God and King  arr. Sandra Eithun
                                                        Sanctus Ringers

During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. 
If you are visiting with 
us, please leave your 
contact information so 
that we can reach out 
to you! Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see 
who is sitting around 
them and greet each 
other by name. By 
signing in, you help us 
build stronger 
community connections 
at First Presbyterian.



        
* Doxology     lasst uns erfreuen  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*  Prayer of Dedication (9:30) 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DEACONS (11:00)     
 Rev. Sanderford, Doug Gottliebsen, and Ellen Johnson

Deacons to be ordained and installed are Jim Hall, Kyle Hall, and 
John LeDuc.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

* HYMN 536          Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen   surge ecclesia
        Please sing stanzas 1–3.
                    
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia. Rise, O church, a living faith.   

This is stanza 4 of  Hymn 536.

* POSTLUDE                        Postlude in A Major   Horatio Parker
                  



WELCOME TO ALL! 

Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited to share in the life 
of the church. A full description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.
org. If you have questions, please visit the Welcome Center, just outside the 
Social Hall. Greeting you there today are Carol German and Ginger Winter. 

Musical leadership is provided by Sanctus Ringers and Chancel Choir. Acolytes 
include Josie, Jamie, and Jack Hollingsworth. 

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Jennie Morgan Lombard by her 
family, and in loving memory of Nancy Deromedi by her family.

The Church Office is staffed by Robin Agnew. Greeters are Nelly Petrock and 
Carolyn Schultz (9:30) and Carol Gottliebsen and Prue Heikkinen (11:00). Sound 
system volunteers are Rol Kibler (9:30) and Roger Hsiao (11:00). Ushers are Bill 
Austin, Marty Reineman, and Nancy Fox (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Dick Carlisle (captain), 
Len Rezmierski, Spaulding Clark, Carol Carter, Jim Cameron, Marty and Connie 
Swindle, Keith and Sheila Bilby, Dean Gilchrist, and Joe Schmidt (9:30); and Bill Austin 
(head), Ralph Winter (captain), Linda Lampman, Jim Douglass, Jeannette Middleton, 
and Cyndy Colton (11:00). The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in 
Hillegonds Chapel after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team volunteers are 
Carol Fletcher and Jeanette Kibler (9:30) and Linda Lampman and Meg Brown (11:00). 
Following the 8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. 
“Faith in a prayer-hearing God will make a prayer-loving Christian.” – Andrew Murray

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Radio Worship is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web 
(www.waamradio.com). 

Milestone Ministries: Exploring the Word of God. Today we celebrate with the 
Third Graders who are receiving their very own Bibles. This is a time where our children 
begin exploring the Word of God and the greatest story ever told; where families can 



discover their favorite Bible verses together. 

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. 
worship service. Cookie bakers are Betsy DiMaggio, Kathy Wirstrom, and Barb 
Carlisle. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks are available for children. 

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room 

  First Friends meets in Monteith Hall to discuss “Eve: Willful or Wise” from   
  Bad Girls of the Bible by Barbara Essex.

11:00 a.m.     Exploring the Faith meets in Monteith Hall for “How the Spirit Works                    
         the Global Forces Driving Our Ministry in Today’s Liquid Culture.” This   
         presentation, by Rev. Sanderford, is part of the series “Faith Seeking 
     Understanding: Being Presbyterian Today.”
           

Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities (Grades 6–12):
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School    
5:30 p.m.  Dinner
6:00 p.m. Youth Group Fun
 

An All-Church Potluck to meet and welcome our Interim Pastor, Rev. Dr. Rick 
Spalding, is at 5:30 p.m., in the Social Hall. All are welcome!

T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young 
adults looking to build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to 
discuss the Gospel of Luke. Bring your questions and insights, wherever you are on 
your faith journey. Contact Haley Brown (habrown989@gmail.com), Chris Wahl 
(cgwahl@umich.edu), or Rev. Ruhf for more information about this and other T2A2 
opportunities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our 2020 Stewardship season is under way. The mission statement defined by 
our MissionVisionNext Work Group is our theme for this year’s campaign: Make God’s 
Love Visible. The work we do as a church in pursuing this mission is a form of 



cultivation that helps both our church and the greater world. Packets have been 
mailed to those people who weren’t able to pick them up at church on September 29. 
Please watch for them in the mail. You can also view Stewardship materials and pledge 
online. Our Stewardship campaign will end on Commitment Sunday, October 27, and 
we ask all members to submit their pledge forms, either physically or online, on or 
before that date. Thank you for your ongoing support!

All Saints’ Sunday is Sunday, November 3. At the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services Requiem by Bob Chilcott will be offered as the Proclamation of the Word by 
the Chancel Choir, soloists, and orchestra. We will also celebrate Communion, and read 
the names of those who have died in the past year. This Friday, October 18, at 5:00 
p.m., is the deadline to submit a name of a loved one who has died since 
November 1, 2018. Names may be submitted online or by contacting the Church 
Office.

Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, welcomes you to 
College Lunch on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. service, coffee breaks during the 
week, and other fellowship opportunities. Follow us on Instagram @UKirkUMich for 
future events and past photos. Contact our Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan 
(campus@firstpresbyterian.org), for more information.

Mature Singles meet this Friday, October 18, at Carlyle Bar & Grill, 3660 Jackson 
Road, at 5:30 p.m.

Support First Pres as we participate in the American Red Cross, MICHIGAN 
vs OSU 2019 Blood Battle, on Tuesday, October 29, 1:00–7:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall.  
Sign up to donate online at www.redcrossblood.org. Questions? Contact Barb 
Brewster ( 646-5571; dexter4brews@aol.com ).

The fall meeting of College of Elders is this Saturday, October 19, 9:00–11:30 a.m., 
in the Social Hall. This special session of College of Elders focuses on refreshing our 
appreciation for our Presbyterian form of government. If you are a PCUSA teaching or 
ruling elder, please plan to attend. RSVP to the Church Office by tomorrow, Monday, 
October 14. 

Make First Pres your church home! The next new member class meets 
Sunday, October 27, 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., in the Curtis Room. We would love 
to welcome you to formal membership. Let Rev. Rogers know if you can attend or 
contact her (mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org) to learn more. 

Tell Me More About This Church. Join Revs. Rick Spalding, Jay Sanderford, and 
Melissa Anne Rogers for an hour conversation and lunch at 12:15 p.m., in the Vance 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PASTORAL AND PROGRAM 
STAFF

Andrew Frazier, Resident Minister
Dr. Paul Haebig, Interim Organist 
Reverend Khayla Johnson, Resident Minister
Reverend Evans McGowan, Campus Ministries Coordinator
Reverend Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families
Kellie McInchak, Children’s Choir Director
Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor
Reverend Amy Ruhf, Resident Minister
Reverend Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor
Reverend Dr. Rick Spalding, Interim Pastor
Sandy Talbott, Wellness Coordinator & Parish Nurse
Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of Children’s Education & Family Ministry
David VanderMeer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts 

Room on Sunday, October 27, to learn more about First Pres. What questions do you have 
about our church, the PC(USA) and our staff? We are here to help. One hour to ask us 
anything! Sign up in the Church Office. This runs at the same time as the New Member Class 
(11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., in the Curtis Room). Lunch will be provided for both groups in the 
Founders Room at 12:15 p.m. 

Children, Youth, and their families are invited to a special event on the evening 
of All Saints Day, Friday, November 1. Families @ First will host a wonderful night as we 
learn what it means to honor and celebrate All Saints, by putting this night into conversation 
culturally with DÍa de Los Muertos. We will watch a popular, family-friendly movie and 
enjoying a potluck-style dinner. We invite you to join us on this cross-cultural, faithful 
experience. The potluck dinner begins at 5:30 p.m., and the movie starts at 6:00 p.m. The 
event conclude at 8:00 p.m.

The 2019 Forward in Mission Christmas Bazaar is Sunday, November 17. This 
annual event is an opportunity to learn more about many of the mission programs in which 
First Pres participate, and to support those programs through the purchase of meaningful 
holiday gifts for family and friends.


