
PRELUDE                                          Shadows David LaMotte 
                                                                                                                                                   
LIFE IN THE CHURCH       Rev. Sanderford (9:30)

Rev. McGowan (11:00)  

* CALL TO WORSHIP     Rev. Ruhf (9:30)
One: When the living God restores the fortunes of his people, we shall 
 laugh and celebrate.
All: The grace of God overflows for each of us with the faith and love  
 that are in Christ Jesus.
One: To the King of all ages, immortal, invisible, the only God,
All: be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen!

* HYMN 401                                   Here in This Place gather us in
                                                                                     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
For the good things we have managed to accomplish, the temptations 
we have overcome, and for the wrongs for which we have been able to 
make restitution, we thank you. It is good to know we have not always 
been foolish or rebellious sinners. Yet we have not lived with the glory 
you intended for us. We have not even lived up to our own meager 
expectations. We fail you, we fail those around us, and we disappoint 
ourselves. As you have graciously done in the past, look now upon our 
patchy lives and work that miracle of grace which is beyond human 
endeavor.  Pity our folly and failure, forgive our sins; both the sins 
we see and the ones to which we are blind. Save us from the chronic 
perversity in our nature and bring us to your peace. Our brokenness is 
brought together by your almighty tenderness, our wounds are dressed 
by your healing hands, our foolish moves are countered by your long 
sighted strategies, and our small stock of faith is tended by your 
patience. 
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SILENT CONFESSION      
                                            

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as
 God’s people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,”
 and respond, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

This is Hymn 587, Alleluia! (celtic alleluia)

              
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Margo Gill (9:30)

        Jason Lindauer (11:00)
     
NEW TESTAMENT READING       Luke 15:11–31  

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                                                                                 
A MUSICAL CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)
                                                    Drops Like Me  David LaMotte

ANTHEM (11:00)   David LaMotte

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Jeremiah 4:11–28        
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

 
SERMON                              Rev. Rogers

* HYMN 402                           How Lovely, Lord merle’s tune
                                                                           

WELCOME    Andrew Frazier (9:30)
Rev. Mares (11:00)  

  Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory         Choral Reflection on Amazing Grace     arr. Roger Ames
                                            

Proclaiming

Responding



* Doxology        
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*  Prayer of Dedication 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

* HYMN 12              Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise st. denio
                 
* BENEDICTION      (Adapted from a Celtic blessing)

One:  God’s blessing be yours
All:  and well may it safely keep you.
One:  Christ’s blessing be yours
All: and well may it ever heal you.
One: Spirit’s blessing be yours
All: and well may it thoroughly warm you.
One: Now and ever more.
All: Now and ever more. Amen!
               

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
May the God of hope go with us every day, 
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all;
working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

This is Hymn 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us (argentina)

* POSTLUDE             Hymn-Prelude on “St. Denio”               Percy Whitlock
        

                
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and large-print 
bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers.

Sending



We welcome David LaMotte, an award-winning songwriter, speaker, author, 
and activist. He has performed over 3000 concerts and released twelve full-length 
CDs of primarily original music, and toured in all of the fifty states, as well as five 
of the seven continents. He has presented at the PC(USA) Mission to the United 
Nations, keynoted the peace conferences in Berlin and at the Scottish Parliament, 
as well as offered the baccalaureate for 2016 graduates of Columbia Seminary. As 
a keynote speaker, and then Critical Conversations Coordinator, he has facilitated 
conversations about race, privilege, and positive change for thousands of college 
students at the Montreat College Conference. The Boston Globe writes that his 
music “pushes the envelope with challenging lyrics and unusual tuning, but he 
also pays homage to folk tradition,” while BBC Radio Belfast lauds his “charm, 
stories, humor, insightful songs, sweet voice and dazzling guitar ability.” 

Liturgies were adapted from bruceprewer.com.

Musical leadership is provided by David LaMotte; Lorna Hildebrandt and Heidi 
Hess-Willis, soloists; and Chancel Choir. 

Acolytes are Harper Feyen and Ava Westfall.

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Dr. Thomas M. Ford by his wife 
Heidi; and in loving memory of Dr. Julian Hoff by his wife Diane and their family.

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit 
the Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today is Lee 
Evans. The Church Office is staffed by Sarah Krein. Greeters are Jan Fisher and 
Ginny Horan (9:30) John and Dawn Pankopf and Karla Olson-Bellfi (11:00). 
Ushers are Bill Austin (head) and Nancy Fox (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Ken 
Westfall (captain), Ali and Ava Westfall, Peggy Hodgson, Chris Wahl, Spaulding 
Clark, Florian Trouvain, Len Rezmierski, Lynn Milroy, Ron David, and Angela 
Yang; and Bill Austin (head), Jim Douglass (captain), Gregg and Stacey Pakela, 
Jeannette Middleton, and Cindy Lambrides (11:00). The prayer team is available 
for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel, to the right of the Chancel in the 
Sanctuary, after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team members are Carol 
Gottliebsen and Carol Fletcher (9:30) and Meg Brown (11:00). Following the 8:00 
service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “The door of 
heaven is always open for the prayers of God’s people.” —Thomas Watson

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 in the Sanctuary. 
Radio Worship is broadcast at 11:00 a.m., on WAAM (1600 AM) and 
on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Join us for Coffee Hour on the Circle Terrace, or in the Social Hall in case 
of inclement weather, immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Cookie bakers are Beth Caldwell, John and Dawn Pankopf, Ginny Horan, 
and Lynn Millward. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks are 
available for children. 



Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 in the French Room
 “How the Bible came to be.” Who wrote it, when, why,     
 and most of all, how did it all become Bible? 

 First Friends in Monteith Hall
 Dr. Douglas Brouwer video: “A Great Multitude No One    
 Could Count.”

11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith in Monteith Hall
 “How Presbyterian Worship Evolves: Isaac Watts, Psalms    
 and Reformed Worship.” Guest leader: Dr. J. Andrew     
 Dearman, Professor, Fuller Seminary (Texas).

Dr. Dearman’s presentation is part of the series “Faith Seeking 
Understanding: Being Presbyterian Today.” Although not required, 
two resource books by Donald K. McKim are available for purchase 
in the Church Office: Presbyterian Faith That Lives Today ($14) and 
Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers ($12).

Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
 All children are asked and encouraged to try out     
 choir this first week. Parents are invited to enjoy     
 Coffee Hour in the Social Hall or Family Space (Room  
 301).
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities:
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School    
5:30 p.m. Youth Group/Dinner (grades 6–12)

Music Ministry Opportunities:
 4:30 p.m.   “Worldchanging 101” in Monteith Hall  

 David LaMotte questions prevailing narratives about  
 how the world changes and how it does not. He builds  
 a case for our responsibility to make a difference by  
 examining the dynamics of large-scale change, drawing  
 in stories from the U.S. civil rights movement and his own  
 experiences.  

 5:30 p.m.   Dinner in the Social Hall
 6:00 p.m.   Conversation with Youth in the Youth Room

The second of three new member classes meets today! Each one-
hour class will focus on learning about God, the PCUSA, our church, and 
most importantly, one another! Join us as we grow in faith and take 
steps to unite with this church family. We meet today and next Sunday, 
September 22, from 11:00–noon, in the Curtis Room. Led by staff and 
members of the Congregational Life Committee, the joining occurs on 
September 29 at 8:00 a.m. 



T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of 
all young adults looking to build community. Small Group meets 
tonight, at 7:00 p.m. Contact Haley Brown (habrown989@gmail.com), 
Chris Wahl (cgwahl@umich.edu), or Rev. Evans McGowan (emcgowan@
firstpresbyterian.org) for more information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A meeting of the congregation has been called by Session for   
Sunday, September 22, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service for the 
purpose of electing church officers – elders and deacons – for the Class of 
2022 and for electing the 2020 Congregational Nominating Committee. 

Welcome Back College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, 
welcomes you to College Lunch on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. 
service, coffee breaks during the week, and other fun fellowship oppor-
tunities. Follow us on Instagram @UKirkUMich for future events and past 
photos. Contact our Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@first-
presbyterian.org) for more information and to get involved. 

Kristine Clair Galano (Kay Cee) returns to Ann Arbor on her way to 
an October performance at Carnegie Hall.  She will perform part of 
her NYC concert in our Sanctuary on Saturday, September 21, at 5:30 p.m., 
playing Bach’s Sonata No.1 in G minor, Partita No. 1 in B minor and Sonata 
No. 2 in A minor.  This “Concert and a Cause” will provide the opportunity 
to donate to the Washtenaw County “Circles” program helping people 
break the cycle of generational poverty. Come enjoy this incredible music, 
witness this wonderful talent, and greet Kay Cee Galano.

Mature Singles meet this Friday, September 20, at Weber’s Restaurant, 
3050 Jackson Road, at 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study begins this Tuesday, 
September 17, at 9:15 a.m., in the Curtis Room. The study will use The Lamb 
of God: Seeing Jesus in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy by 
Nancy Guthrie. For additional information or questions, please contact 
Anne Kloack (annekloack@sbcglobal.net) or Lois Nissly (lnissly@comcast.
net). All women are welcome.

Next Sunday is University Sunday! 
Wear the colors or gear of your Alma Mater !

Rev. Dr. Jason Santos, Mission Coordinator for Christian Formation, at the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, preaches at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. on “Cultivating 
a Communal Calling.” In the spirit of transforming and strengthening our 
congregation, how might we create a covenant community on campus?

All connected to the University are invited to have lunch with Dr. 
Santos at noon. Go online or contact the Church Office this week to RSVP.

Intergenerational Game Night & Dinner begins at 4:30 p.m. In his spare 
time, Dr. Santos plays and designs board games! All are invited to enjoy an 
evening of fun, food, and laughter in the Social Hall. Games begin at 4:30 p.m., 
pizza is at 5:30 p.m., and we will wrap up at 7:00 p.m.



Children and youth (grades K-12) are invited to be acolytes. They 
will participate in the processional at the beginning of the 9:30 a.m. 
worship, carrying in the Christ Light, Cross, and Bible. A coordinator will 
be available each week to assist them. Acolytes may attend their Sunday 
school class or stay for worship. Sign up or find out more on our website. 

Back to School, Bible Studies and Reading Groups!  There are 
currently six Bible studies and/or reading groups and many activities for 
women at First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor. Check out the PW Bulletin 
Board across in the Welcome Center for more information. Opportunities 
include:

Knit Night, the second Friday, at 7:30 p.m.
Horizon’s Bible Study, the third Wednesday, at 9:30 a.m.
Journeys Book/Bible Study, the 2nd and 4th Thursdays, at 11:30 a.m. 
William Barclay Commentary Bible Study, Fridays, 10:30 a.m.–noon
Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays, at 9:00 a.m.
Women’s Reading Group, the fourth Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m.
Evening Horizon’s Bible Study, the third Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Women begin a new year this Wednesday, September 18, 
beginning with Bible Study at 9:30 a.m., in the Lewis Room. Ingathering 
donations will be collected during a brief business meeting in Monteith 
Hall, at 10:45 a.m. New Resident Ministers will be welcomed at 11:00 a.m., 
in Monteith Hall, and a light lunch ($7) will follow in the Social Hall at noon. 
All women are invited to attend.

Please contact the Church Office to:
•  order a First Pres name tag. Cost is $9 for either clip or magnet style.
•  request a baptism.
•  inform us of any changes to your basic contact information.
•  let us know if you are hospitalized.
•  support our Fair Trade mission project by purchasing a bag of Fair  
 Trade coffee for use at home. Cost is $12.
•  sign up to sponsor Chancel Flowers in memory or in honor of a loved
 one. Cost is $50. 
•  apply for a security device (fob). Cost is $10. 

Fabrics from around the world are needed for World Communion 
Sunday on October 6. Fabrics are due by Monday, September 30. For 
more information, please contact Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music & 
Fine Arts (dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org).

Save the Date! You do not want to miss this Artist Workshop with Ellen 
Phillips from Black Mountain, North Carolina, on Saturday, October 12, 9:30 
a.m.–2:00 p.m. Ellen will give a lecture on the creation of Liturgical/Visual 
Art in the context of Worship. Art will be created for our upcoming Advent 
Season. Snacks and a light lunch will be served. ($15.00 per person.)



1432 Washtenaw Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI  48104
734-662-4466
info@firstpresbyterian.org
www.firstpresbyterian.org
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T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the 
participation of all young adults looking to build community.

What do we do?
• Serve the community through organizations like Habitat for 

Humanity, Circles, and Feeding our Neighbors: Stadium Food Rescue.
• Meet for small group on Sundays at 7:00 p.m. to discuss faith-related 

questions and grow with one another spiritually.
• Meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. to hang out and catch up.
• Get together for special events. You name it; we probably do it!

Upcoming T2A2 special events include:
• Wiard’s Orchards on Saturday, October 12, at 2:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Haley Brown (habrown989@gmail.com), 
Chris Wahl (cgwahl@umich.edu), or Rev. Evans McGowan (emcgowan@
firstpresbyterian.org).


