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HYMN 366                                                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    hyfrydol
 



Please know that, in 
recording all the parts of 
this liturgy –— spoken, 
sung and played —we 
have carefully observed 
responsible norms of 
social distancing.

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

The Call to Worship is a 
reminder to us that God 
is not distant or sleeping. 
God is not playing hard 
to get, and we are not 
on God’s last nerve. The 
Divine Presence,  the 
Creator, the Sovereign 
over all the earth, calls 
us to gather. In coming 
together, we meet the 
Triune God. The Lord 
promises to be there with 
us.

Hear those words not 
just as a welcome and a 
signal that the service is 
underway. Hear them as a 
reminder of the promise 
that God is near to God’s 
people and always will 
be. The Three-in-One, 
the One-in-Three is in the 
room, whatever room we 
are in!

GATHERING

                                   
WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH

FAITH IN ACTION               Self Study Committee  Kelsey Kaercher

OPENING VOLUNTARY  Vivace, Trio Sonata VI    J. S. Bach
                                                               Flute and Organ 

As the voluntary begins, let the time and the music help to center you for worship. 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP                       

One: “O sing to the Lord a new song — for God has done marvelous things!”
All:  Plant a new song in our hearts, on our lips, in our lives, O God!
One: O sing to the Lord a new song, all the nations —
All:  Let our deeds and our courage be a song of justice 
  in the ears of the oppressed.
One: O sing to the Lord a new song, all the living —
All:  Let our thoughts and our prayers be a song of balm to the broken.
One: O sing to the Lord a new song, all the earth — 
All:  Let our intentions and our choices be a song of love for this planet.
One: O sing to the Lord a new song, all you people — 
All:  Let our words and our gestures be a song of compassion 
  for all humanity. 
One: Let the tune be fresh; let the breath be deep; let the words be true!
All:  Teach us to sing of Your steadfast love, O God —
  Your faithfulness to the ends of the earth!

HYMN 366                        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   hyfrydol
        This hymn is found on the preceeding page of this bulletin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Compassionate and merciful God, source and destination of our lives —
we gather here in humility, knowing how little we know of ourselves, 
each other, and You. We gather longing for the encouragement of Your 
presence in our days, the touch of Your forgiveness within our 
consciences, the vision of Your will even in this wounded world. We 
gather trusting that the power of Your word — the beauty within it, the 
silence around it, the truth beneath it, the hope above it — can make of us 
a new creation. Awaken in us, we pray, the desire to share with You, and 
with one another, the abundant life You intend for us and for all. In the 
silence of these moments, we open our hearts to the compassion of Jesus 
with all the honesty we can find and all the hope we have —

SILENT CONFESSION



The Prayer for 
Illumination turns our 
attention to God to ask 
that we hear God’s word 
in order to better know 
God’s will for our lives. 

This summer we welcome 
children and youth as Lay 
Readers. Today’s reader, 
Callie Crawford, is the 
daughter of Cindy and 
Tom Crawford.

               

             
KYRIE                              You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy! wayfaring stranger
              

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       
Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords’ loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums;
with deeds of love and mercy
the heavenly kingdom comes.

This is Stanza 2 of Hymn 269, Lead On, O King Eternal! (lancashire).

                           PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
     
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING         John 18:33 – 19:1       
 This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.                                           

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES   
  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   1 John 4:1, 7–21    
The grass withers; the flower fades— 
the word of our God endures forever. 

 
SERMON                                            Nevertheless  

                                      

  

Do you know what 
the Reredos is? It is the 
beautiful carved wood 
panel that surrounds our 
chancel cross at the front 
of the sanctuary.



    
                                         RESPONDING  
 

ANTHEM                “The Greatest of These Is Love” from A New Creation        
René Clausen

If I speak in tongues of mortals and angels, but have not love,
I am a noisy gong, or a clanging cymbal; and if I have prophetic powers,
And understand all mystery, all knowledge, and if I have faith to remove mountains,
But have not love, I am nothing. 
Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful;
It is not arrogant or rude; love does not insist on its own way;
Love does not rejoice in the wrong, but rejoices in the right.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends.

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Prayer of Dedication

Offertory                                    Sing a New Song     Heinrich Schütz
Sing a new song to God the Lord, sing and give praise with one accord.
For God’s salvation God doth give, that, through God’s mercy, we may live.

Worship the Lord in holiness, hymns of great joy to God address.
Honor God’s works and bless God’s name, God’s grace and truth to all proclaim.

Heaven above and earth below, ocean and field God’s glory show.
All of God’s creatures sing God’s praise, let us now too our voices raise.
Glory and thanks to God belong, honor God evermore in song.
           

  Doxology      lasst uns erfreuen
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.                        

Use these offertory 
moments to savor 
your gratitude for the 
abundance of God’s 
love —and to consider 
your own response in 
loving service. As you 
consider making your 
offering, remember that 
the church’s regular
expenses continue in 
these difficult times. And 
the community around 
us needs your financial 
support: your faithful 
giving is like the breath of 
life to mission programs 
we love, neighbors in 
need, members who are 
hurting.  

Though circumstances 
prevent us from passing 
an offering plate, they 
also require that we not 
take a pass on doing 
what we can to keep our 
ministries healthy during 
this crisis. Thank you for 
your faithful generosity!

Ways to give: online on 
the First Pres homepage 
…  via “Text-to-Give” 
(855-904-1523) … use 
our Give+ app ... put a 
check in the mail ... or 
scan the QR code below.  
(Call Finance Manager 
Anna Miller if you need 
assistance.)



                                            SENDING

HYMN 316                        Where Charity and Love Prevail  twenty-fourth
Please sign our virtual 
Friendship Pad.
If you are worshiping 
with us via YouTube, 
Facebook, or radio, either 
click below to let us know 
that you joined us for 
worship today or sign the 
pad on our website at 
https://bit.ly/2RIig2I

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved. 

Cover art today is Love 
by Anneke Kaai. The fire 
of love in the heart of 
the round shape
symbolizes the love of 
God for those who are 
in Christ, which is why 
the whole painting is in 
the shape of a crucifix. 
Around the flames of 
love, human love is 
pictured, love for one 
another. Together these 
complementing, 
embracing figures 
radiate warmth to the 
surrounding world.
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THE CHURCH

316Where Charity and Love Prevail

This English paraphrase is based on a longer Latin hymn traditionally associated with the footwashing ritual
on Maundy Thursday, an enactment of Christ’s “new commandment” that we should love one another
(John 13:34). For a chant setting of the Þrst line of the hymn see no. 205.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin, 8th cent.; trans. Omer Westendorf, 1960, alt.
MUSIC: Lucius Chapin, 1812
Text © 1960, ren. 1988 World Library Publications

TWENTY-FOURTH
CM
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                         

CLOSING RESPONSE    

This is Stanza 3 of Hymn 125, Before the Marvel of This Night (marvel).

CLOSING VOLUNTARY            Imperial March   Edward Elgar



New 
Beginnings

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Leaders of Worship:  Welcome – Khayla Johnson; Liturgists – Amy Ruhf and Evans McGowan; Children’s 
Message – Evans McGowan and Rick Spalding; Preacher – Rick Spalding; Soloists – Lorna Hildebrandt, Heidi 
Hess-Willis, David Magumba; and Benton DeGroot; Gregg Powell –bass; and Brandon LePage – flute; Guest 
Organist  – David Hufford; Conductor – Dave VanderMeer; Videographer – Bill Hall; Sound technician – Rol 
Kibler
 
Our summer theme, “New Beginnings,” is focused on the ways that we are adapting to the changes in 
our lives brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. Contrary to popular opinion, we have not entered a “new 
normal”; rather, we have been given an opportunity to embrace our current situation and to focus on the 
new beginnings that affect our future. As we explore this theme throughout the summer, we will ground our 
exploration in gratitude for each new day and discern new ways to persevere in the face of adversity.

A prayer team is available to those who would like prayer either before or after this service. 
On Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and at noon you may enter the prayer room by clicking on this link — 
https://firstpresbyterian.org/event/prayer-team. Prayer team volunteers include Nancy Fox and Nicole Jolliet  
(9:00). “I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to 
go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for the day.” — Abraham Lincoln

Join Revs. Mares and McGowan for a virtual Coffee Hour Sunday immediately following the 
Closing Voluntary. For the first 20–30 minutes, we have group conversation, and then we split into small 
groups. Around 11:15, Coffee Hour conversations end. If you have questions or need help, please contact Rev. 
Rogers. Today’s conversation prompt: What are the truest truths you know? Click here to enter Coffee 
Hour: https://firstpresbyterian.org/event/virtual-coffee-hour

Chancel flowers are given in honor of Eldon and Katie Beery who are celebrating their 70th wedding 
anniversary on September 1, by their family.

A red rosebud celebrates the baptism of Griffin Russell Ryan Tatum, son of Ben and Allie Tatum and 
great-grandson of Len and Ginny Rezmierski. Griffin was baptized by Rev. Sanderford on August 29, 2020.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Planning Our Future Together! An essential part of calling a new Lead Pastor is seeking input from the 
congregation. Members and friends of First Presbyterian will be emailed or mailed a survey today, August 30. 
This represents the biggest opportunity you will have for input to the report of the Self Study Group and to 
shape the work of the Pastor Nominating Committee - your responses will be very important in helping to 
determine the future of our church. Please take the survey as soon as possible to assist in the work of seeking a 
new Lead Pastor.

Welcoming New Members. Are you interested in helping make First Pres a more warm and welcoming 
church home to new members?  The Congregational Life Committee is looking for some friendly “shepherds” 
to help new members find their niche and feel more at home and welcome after joining. The time 
commitment involved isn’t huge, six or seven hours over the course of a year with some well documented 
instructions and recommendations on how you can connect. Rev. Rogers will try and match Shepherds with 
new members who she thinks share some commonalities and interests. Interested?  Please let Rev. Rogers 
know and she will be happy to discuss things in more depth and put you on our list of potential Shepherds.  
Again, expressing interest isn’t a commitment, just the potential to serve at some point in the future. 

Support Emergency Humanitarian Response in Lebanon. An explosion and damage to the Port of 
Beirut is exacerbating an already grim economic and food security situation in Lebanon. With grain stocks 
depleted, and nowhere to turn, people in Lebanon are facing dire circumstances. Immediate action is needed. 
Relief efforts are under way in Beirut to help the more than 300,000 people displaced by the August 4 port 
explosion. The blast caused significant damage to the port of Beirut, which acts as a storehouse for 
important commodities imported by the government, including wheat and fuel. About 70% of the trade 
exchange movement between Lebanon and other countries is shipped through there. Presbyterians have long 
had a significant presence in Lebanon in education, ecumenical cooperation and refugee care. 

PDA/Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is supporting the humanitarian assistance in the aftermath of the 
explosion by processing solidarity grants to our partners on the ground in Lebanon. Solidarity grants are used 
for emergency humanitarian needs, which can include anything from medical supplies, personal protective 
equipment, shelter, water and more. Your gift can help us respond. You may give electronically or by check 
through First Pres ( https://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute/donate/donate-first-presbyterian ) or directly 
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ( https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000007/).

Celebrating 20 Years of Resident Ministry
This year the First Pres Resident Ministry Program celebrates its 20th anniversary. In conjunction with this 
milestone, updates from some of the 27 former Residents provide fresh insight into the enduring effects of our 
unique program on the formation of Presbyterian pastors and the positive impact on the wider Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Today we hear from the Rev. Dorothy Piatt who served as a Resident Minister alongside Blair 
Buckley and Eric Koenig-Reinke, 2017–2019.

“The residency at First Pres provided a breadth of experiences from which I 
draw every day in ministry as Associate Pastor for University and Social 
Justice Mission, one of three pastors at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. This call brings together my past callings at the 
intersection of faith and social justice with the congregational and campus 
ministry experiences I had with First Pres. Residency during a unique season 
of transition helped prepare me to care for people during the complex 
challenges of a pandemic, to cultivate community, and to re-envision thriving 
ministries as a leader in partnership with lay leaders and colleagues.”



Have you missed your Fair Trade coffee? 
Pre-orders will be taken online and by phone 
(662-4466) through September 13 for bags of 
either whole bean or ground coffee in our three 
best-selling varieties: Love Buzz, Breakfast Blend, 
and Mind, Body and Soul. Each bag is $12. 
Payment must be received before we place our 
order on September 14. Coffee may be picked 
up during our Drive-through Stewardship & Mission Kickoff Celebration on Sunday, September 27, 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., or beginning Monday, September 28, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., at church.

Are you unfamiliar with Zoom? If you haven’t used Zoom on your computer, iPad or phone to 
join one of our online meetings, watch this short tutorial with Rev. Amy Ruhf:  https://youtu.be/Uzt-
JNXa7k6c. Things to note for most zoom meetings — you will be muted by the host. You will need to 
unmute yourself, use the hand-raising function, or use the chat bar to raise questions. 

If you would like a new First Pres - Black Lives Matter sign, we have them to distribute. They 
were provided to us by a generous member. Please pick one up at Rev. Rogers’ home, 1865 Greenview 
Drive, Ann Arbor, 48103, off the porch — or at the September 6 Drive-in Sunday Fun Event. One per 
family, please, until we run out. We encourage you to join our Session and staff as we show our 
support for racial justice and equality, and admit to our own efforts to learn and work together.

Presbyterian Women: Stay Connected! PW Moderator Ginny Bell sends out timely information in 
email blasts. Contact Ginny (virginiabell2013@gmail.com) to be added to the email list.

Everything about our response to Covid 19 can be found on our website and Facebook page. 
If you are not on our weekly email list and want to receive updates, subscribe at our website. 

Our church has been guided by our Pandemic Funeral/Memorial Policy which you can find 
on our website. All in-person gatherings for memorials, funerals, or interments are limited to ten 
people until further notice. Please contact Rev. Rogers if you have questions.

Please reach out by phone call, note, email, or Facebook messenger to those you are 
not seeing while our building is closed. We need one another now more than ever. If you are 
struggling or concerned and would like pastoral care, please call the Church Office, email 
Rev. Rogers, or submit your prayer request online. The Prayer Chain is actively praying for all 
prayer requests, lifting up joys as well as concerns.

First Presbyterian offices will be closed next Monday, September 7, due to the Labor 
Day holiday.

SOLIDA�ITY 
Tastes Delicious

Farming communities are 
providing for their families, 

greening our planet and 
building a better future

People of faith are living out 
their values through their 

consumer choices, using fairly 
traded and organic products

above: Members of coffee farming 
families from PRODECOOP in Nicaragua.

equalexchange.coop THANK YOU
for supporting farming 

families around the world.

 
 Click here to edit with your  

 
sale or event info

An Invitation to Fall Kickoff Events at First Pres! 

Join us for the first of six Sunday-Fundays next Sunday, September 6.
We miss seeing you! While our Fall Kickoff at First Pres will be different from that of other 
years, it will still be fun, exciting, and informative. We hope you will join us for this safe, socially 
distanced Sunday Celebration!

September 6                 Drive-through Ice Cream Social   11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Come anytime during these hours. Stay safely in your car as you drive through the First Pres 
parking lots, stopping at various stations where you will be greeted by staff and members of the 
Congregational Life Committee. We will have detailed information to give you on future events 
as well as your choice of an individually wrapped ice cream treat. First Pres Black Lives Matter 
yard signs and origami peace crane kits will be available. Bring your backpack, computer, or other 
work device for a special “Blessing of the Devices” by one of our pastors. Donations of food and 
personal care items for Food Gatherers will be accepted.



Welcome Back College Students!  We hope you will find a home away from home here at First 
Pres.  Each Sunday @ 12:15 p.m., beginning September 6, there are in-person, socially-distant college 
lunches outside on the Circle Terrace. Each Wednesday @ 8:00 p.m., beginning September 2, there are 
small group opportunities, both in-person and virtually. Please contact Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@
firstpresbyterian.org) for more information. He would love to meet you, virtually or otherwise!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
Please contact Rev. Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families, for information about the numerous 
ways youth are connecting at this time. Mark can be reached at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of Children’s Education & Family Ministry, is on family leave 
following the birth of her daughter. Please contact Diane Hockett (hockett@umich.edu), Chair of the
Christian Formation Committee, for information about opportunities to connect and resources for 
children and families. 

God’s Garden of Love Care Sign Up — Tuesday & Friday mornings We encourage families to 
sign up for one or two days of garden care (while practicing safe social distancing) throughout the 
summer. This will include watering, pulling weeds, and checking plants and produce as they grow. Pro-
duce from the garden is being donated to local food shelters, pantries, and food-insecure community 
members. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4faaaf2daa8-first3

Children’s Choir News. The Children’s Choir is open to all children in kindergarten through 
sixth grade. They will meet virtually on Sundays, 10:30–10:55 a.m., to sing, move, create, play 
instruments, and act. The choir will sing one hymn per month to help young singers have a greater 
knowledge and understanding of our rich hymnody. Additionally, the choir will explore ways to 
safely contribute music to our church services. Director Kellie McInchak looks forward to “seeing” 
you on September 13 when we kick off Children’s Choir virtually for the 2020–2021 school year. 
Information on signing up and connecting via Zoom will soon be available.

CONGREGATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Our September Taizé Prayer Service is this Tuesday, September 1, at 7:00 p.m. Join us via Facebook 
or YouTube.

Outdoor Labyrinth Walk 
Today, and again on Sundays, September 27 and November 1, you are invited to participate in this 
spiritual practice in the field behind the home of Kurt and Kathy Hillig, off Ellsworth Road. Ten people 
may sign up per hour between 1:00 and 6:00 p.m. This is a socially distanced, safe opportunity to enjoy 
the presence of God and one another. Sign up to participate at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
4090f45a4ac283-walk

Deacons will deliver home communion kits in September. If you would like a kit for 
communion for next Sunday, September 6, please indicate on the friendship pad or contact your 
Deacon. Call the Church Office to learn your Deacon’s name if you are unsure.

Sanctus Ringers (College-age & adults who are experienced ringers) rehearsals will begin 
in-person on Monday, September 14, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Social Hall. Face masks must be 
worn and socially-distanced tables for each ringer will be provided. We will also be ringing on our new 
five octave set of handbells! For more information, please contact Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music 
& Fine Arts (dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org).

 TODAYTODAY  



Next Sunday is Communion Sunday. As we come to the Lord’s Table to be fed and nurtured in our 
faith, we also come to feed others and lend support to those in need. Financial contributions and food 
donations throughout the month of September are received to support Food Gatherers. 

Food Gatherers’ mission is to alleviate hunger and eliminate its 
causes in our community. They distribute 6.6 million pounds of food 
annually through 170 partners and programs serving Washtenaw 
County. Most needed food items include low sodium soups, canned 
meats, canned vegetables, canned or packaged pasta, rice, cereal, 
oatmeal, granola bars, nut butters and jelly in plastic jars, baby food 
and formula in plastic containers, and Ensure® and other nutritional 
supplement drinks. Most needed personal are items include diapers, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, and disposable razors.

Food and personal care items will be accepted throughout the month of September. Collection bins are 
provided outside at the Memorial Garden entrance to the church Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 
to 3:00. Donations will also be received next Sunday, September 6, during the Ice Cream 
Social drive-through, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Financial donations may be made online 
www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate or may be mailed to the church. Please note the purpose of your 
check on the memo line. 

Backpacking Trip. During this season, when anxiety is running high and we are uncertain about the 
future, we can become paralyzed by fear and anxiety. Spending three days outside in the natural 
world can help us to reframe and diminish our anxieties and our anxious responses. On this short 
backpacking trip, we will reconnect with God and God’s creation in the Manistee National Forest. Note 
this is a backpacking trip and we will be sleeping in tents at primitive campsites and carrying all of our 
gear. Dates for the trip are September 17 (travel day) through the evening of September 20. The cost 
for the trip is approximately $250, not including the cost for food and backpacking gear rental if you 
do not own it. Contact Rev. Ruhf with questions. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/
the-three-day-effect-backpacking-retreat/

Congregational Art Project: Create Peace Cranes. You are invited to fold 
origami peace cranes for an upcoming art installation for when we return to 
in-person worship. Kits include origami paper, folding instructions, and names of 
FPC members for whom you will offer a prayer as you write their name on the 
paper before folding. Kits are available  at church on Mondays through Thursdays, 
9:00 – 2:00, and will be available at our Drive-through Ice Cream Social on Sunday, 
September 6, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. If you would prefer to have a kit delivered, 
contact Dave VanderMeer (dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org).

Be sure to visit our Virtual Art Exhibit by Rudolph (Rudy) Bostic before it 
closes this Tuesday. Rudolph Valentino Bostic was born in Savannah, Georgia. 
As a young boy, Rudy had few toys and resorted to making his own. At the age 
of 17, he was asked to draw some religious paintings to be displayed in the church. 
To save on expense, he used cardboard and house paint. Today, he is a prolific 
artist who still prefers the use of cardboard because of its smooth surface. Bostic 
is deeply religious and his favorite subjects are scenes from the Bible. Occasionally, 
however, he branches out into something he has seen on television — circus 
animals, cowboys, and Paris or Venice. He has great enthusiasm for his art and 
loves to share his vision with others. To visit the Virtual Art Exhibit, click this link: 
https://rudolphbostic.weebly.com/

Take a mini-pilgrimage at Gallup Park here in Ann Arbor and explore your faith. We have 
prepared three walking guides with different themes that foster reflection as you walk the 1.35 (or 
1.65) mile trail at Gallup Park. We hope you will explore this new way to stay physically distant, enjoy 
the outdoors, and reflect on your journey. The guides and a park map may be found on our website.



ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

What is Good? Finding the Good in The Good Place
Join Revs. Frazier and McGowan today at 12:15 p.m. via Zoom for the final dynamic discussion of this 
series on how to be good using clips from the TV show, The Good Place. Each week, we will look at 
a different character in the show, exploring how they try to be good and how we might learn (and 
laugh) from their (mis)adventures. Note: The first 3 seasons of The Good Place are available on Netflix; 
watching the first season is not required but recommended. Contact Rev. Frazier or Rev. McGowan for 
the Zoom link.

Explore The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg. The class will be led by the Rev. Ed Koster via 
Zoom on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m., through September 15. Information about class registration is found 
on our website. Books are available for sale in the Church Office for $15. Participants are asked to read 
the Preface and Chapter 1 prior to the first class. Join the class at this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83848544695

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
An opportunity for ministry at Alpha House, a shelter for families experiencing 
homelessness, is available this week, August 30 – September 6. Sign up online. If you have 
questions, contact Gail Einhaus (gail@einhaus.us), Ruth Jensen (ruthannjensen@gmail.com), or Anne 
Gere (argere@umich.edu).

SAVE THE DATE!

Mature Singles are enjoying dinners in restaurants on Friday evenings, but planning only one or 
two weeks at a time. Please call Marcy (995–2519) if you would like more information.

On Monday, September 7, Mature Singles will hold a Labor Day picnic at Lillie Park South at 
1:00 p.m.  Contact Marcy (995-2519) for more information.

Strengthening Ourselves & Strengthening Others — Virtual Conversations 
Wednesday, September 16, noon to 1:00 p.m.

This enrichment series provides opportunities to gather and discuss ways 
to strengthen and grow in faith and beyond. Leaders Beth Steward, Jane 
Dutton, and Diane Hockett will focus on personally connecting people 
who attend the discussion and encouraging each person’s voice
to be heard. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-noon-conversations/

Join us the first Tuesday of each month for “Grief Conversations.” The next meeting will be 
September 1, at 11:00 a.m., online. We are all in grief over something — the loss of a loved one, the 
loss of expectations, the loss of life as we knew it to be, the loss of our relationships and close con-
nections, the loss of our physical strength and “invincibility” that we once seemingly enjoyed. Once 
a month, for an hour, we gather to share a bit more about our individual losses, and ponder what 
we can learn of loss, life, love, and the language of letting go and moving forward in life. There is no 
closure, but there is companionship. Contact Rev. Rogers (mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org) for the link 
(and more information) to join our conversation as we compassionately care for one another, and walk 
together a landscape inevitably known to us all. 

Journeys Bible Study will meet via Zoom this fall on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month. 
The first meeting will be Thursday, September 10. For more information, contact Rev. Frazier 
(afrazier@firstpresbyterian.org).



Engage your Body, Mind, and Spirit! Join Rob Meyer-Kukan, a Licensed Sound Therapist who 
will offer three sessions for a dedicated time to center, relax, and restore. Our time together may 
include guided meditation, breath work, mindful movement, and sound therapy. Come and explore a 
new way of connecting your spirituality to your everyday life. Themes for each experience will support 
the themes being explored in worship, from the book of Exodus, as well as themes appropriate for the 
season. Consider this experience a mini-retreat to center yourself through gentle activities, focused
meditation on poetry and scripture, and the soothing tones of singing bowls, gongs, and other
therapeutic instruments. These sessions will take place on the third Tuesday of each month. September 
15, October 20, and November 17, at 7:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall. The sessions may be accessed by way 
of theFirst Presbyterian Church Facebook Page and YouTube channel. These events are co-sponsored
by FPC Adult Education and Worship Committees. All are welcome! For more information,
contact Dave VanderMeer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts (dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org).

Canoeing Trip 
The Christian formation team invites you to join us for a physically-distanced, safe trip down the Huron 
River on Saturday, September 12, at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Sanderford will lead us as we gather together, 
enjoy God’s beautiful creation, and paddle our way on the waters as our summer winds down. Contact 
Rev. Mares or Rev. McGowan for more information.    

Tea with the Residents! Join us every Monday morning at 10:00 a.m. via Facebook Live for a cup of 
tea and conversation. This time together includes prayer, a brief check-in, and a bit of conversation. 

 RESCHEDULEDRESCHEDULED 

Join us for these Sunday-Fundays Kick-off Events in September! 

September 13 Drive-through Kickoff Celebration  
Drop by between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., and stay safely in your car as you drive through the 
First Pres campus, stopping at various stations where you will be greeted by staff and members of 
the Congregational Life and Christian Formation Committees. There will be free First Pres t-shirts 
for the first 200 people and informational brochures about Christian Formation classes for all 
ages. You won’t want to miss the “Peeps Live” station where you will have the opportunity to get 
out of your car briefly for a special photograph. You’ll do a slow drive to enjoy special live music 
before receiving a blessing from the pastoral staff. Final stop? “Coffee Hour,” of course! You’ll be 
offered an individually wrapped Washtenaw Dairy donut to enjoy on your ride home.

September 20 Outdoor Worship  
Pending final approval of Session, and following all governmental and health guidelines in place 
at the time, a socially distanced, brief service of worship will be offered on our front lawn at 4:00 
p.m. Attendance will be limited. (This is an additional service on September 20; the morning ser-
vice will be offered via virtual platforms.) Please note that there will be only limited access to the 
building. Rain date will be September 27.

September 27    Drive-through Stewardship & Mission Kick-off    
Drop by between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., and stay safely in your car as you drive through the 
First Pres campus, stopping at various stations where you will be greeted by staff and members of 
the Stewardship and Mission Committees. There will be handouts including the 2021 stewardship 
tabloid and information about ongoing local mission projects. Take home kits will be offered for 
some hands-on mission activities. Fair Trade coffee will be available for pick-up by those who have 
pre-ordered.
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