
PRELUDE         
(8:00)           Chorale Prelude on “Christ lag in Todesbanden”

Heinrich Scheidemann
                     This work is based on the tune used in Hymn 237.               
     

(9:30/11:00)                        Amazing Grace   arr. Ning Kam
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
LIFE IN THE CHURCH   Rev. Sanderford

FAITH IN ACTION    Our Ministry of Music
Carter Hodgson and Kay Fuller (9:30/11:00)

CALL TO WORSHIP        Rev. Buckley (8:00)
Rev. Kent Palmquist (9:30/11:00)

One: Children of God, do you love the God who hovered over the  
 face of the deep and called the worlds into being?  
All:  Yes, you know that we do.
Two:  Then feed God’s children.
One:  Children of God, do you love the God who was revealed in the
 life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ?
All:  Yes, you know that we do.
Two:  Then take care of God’s children.
One:  Children of God, do you love the God who breathes new life  
 into us even as we gather this day?
All:  Yes, you know that we do.
Two:  Then feed God’s children.

* HYMN 240             Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks  alleluia no. 1
                                                   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION       
God, we want so badly to do what is right. In our zeal we forget 
to listen for your voice, forging ahead on our own way since we 
cannot imagine another. We close our eyes to your image shining 
in the faces of the wrong people. We close our ears to your word 
coming from those with whom we disagree. We close our hearts 
against those who are different. Instead we offer advice, or ulti-
matums, or patronizing help, when what you desire is 
relationship, acceptance, compassion, and justice.
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One: Let us keep silence.
                                                 Silence is kept.
One: Forgive us, O God.
All:     Heal our hard-heartedness. Shift our thinking. 
 Open our eyes. Turn us to follow your way.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as
 God’s people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,”
 and respond, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Hymn 435          There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   in babilone

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea.
There’s a kindness in God’s justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven.
There is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgment given.                 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          John Ternes (8:00)
    Brad Taylor (9:30)

   Lynne Lande (11:00)
     
FIRST READING            Acts 9:1–6    

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                                                                                          
A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30) 

  
SECOND READING     John 21:1–19            

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
 
SERMON                           Staring into the Sun Rev. Sanderford                   

 
                                          
                                                    

 
* HYMN 314        Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness   

christ, be our light
                                                          

WELCOME    Rev. Buckley 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

Proclaiming

Responding



OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory          
(8:00) Christ lag in Todesbanden  Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow
(9:30/11:00) See the Land, Her Easter Keeping   Alice Jordan 
                                           

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
  
 Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
One: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People
Communion cups contain only non-alcoholic grape juice. Gluten-free wafers 
are located in the center cup on each wafer tray. At 9:30 the elements will be 
passed. At 8:00 and 11:00 please come forward to receive the elements by 
intinction. Those unable to come forward will be served in their place.

Communion Music       Sonata No. 2: Andante   J. S. Bach
                                                                                                                                          
Prayer After Communion

* HYMN 726                  Will You Come and Follow Me    kelvingrove
Please sing stanzas 1–4. As the congregation stands to sing, please bring 
your offering of food forward. Monetary donations may be put in the special 
communion envelope and placed in the baskets. 

Sending



                 
* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

One: Out of love comes celebration
All: And God’s kingdom is among us:
One: Where peace is the means of making us one,
All: Where truth does not stumble and justice is done.
One: Out of change comes possibility
All: And God’s new creation is begun:
One: Promise of splendor and signal of worth,
All: Source of all goodness, renewing the earth.
One: Out of freedom comes responsibility
All: And God calls us to discipleship:
One: In our compassion, making love known,
All:  In our conviction, God’s power shown.
One: You did not choose me, I chose you.
All: This, then, is what I command you: Love one another.

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

* POSTLUDE        Chorale Prelude on “Christ lag in Todesbanden”
Johann Pachelbel

 
                
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and large-print 
bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers.

The Call to Worship is adapted from a poem written by Katherine Hawker 
and shared on Liturgy Outside. The Prayer of Confession is adapted from 
materials written by Rev. Teri Peterson and shared on LiturgyLink. The 
Benediction Response is adapted from materials from the Wild Goose 
Worship Group, Iona, Scotland. 

Musical leadership (9:30/11:00) is provided by Kristine Clair Uchi Galano, 
violin; and Chancel Choir. Crucifer is Pam Ehrhart (9:30/11:00).

We welcome back to First Pres Kristin Clark who will be with us as 
Interim Music Director through July. Kristin was a member of Chancel Choir, 
a section leader and soloist, and frequent guest conductor from 2000–2009. 
Kristin completed her doctorate in vocal performance at UM, where she also 
received Master’s degrees in vocal performance and choral conducting. She is 
currently an Assistant Professor and the Coordinator of Voice at Adrian College. 
Kristin lives in Ypsilanti with her husband (and favorite pianist), Phillip, and their 
blended family of five children.



Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit 
the Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are 
Jim Mulcrone and Michele Madden. The Church Office is staffed by Jane 
Bartman. Greeters are Karen Mundus and Ginny Horan (9:30) and Carol 
Fletcher (11:00). Ushers are Bill Austin (head) and Martin Reineman (8:00); Bill 
Austin (head), Len Rezmierski (captain), Karla and Omer Bellfi, Beth Sanderford, 
Keith Molin, Dick and Elsa Stuber, Joe Schmidt, and Dean Gilchrist (9:30); and 
Bill Austin (head), Carter Hodgson (captain), Peggy Hodgson, Karen and Joe Cox, 
and Jeanette and Barry Swartz (11:00). Sound system operators are Bryan 
Magnuson (9:30) and Barry Leonard (11:00). The prayer team is available for 
those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel, to the right of the Chancel in the 
Sanctuary, after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team members are Nancy 
Oliver and Carol Fletcher (9:30) and Marolin Bellefleur (11:00). Following the 
8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “Religion 
is no more possible without prayer than poetry without language or music 
without atmosphere.” — James Martineau

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Lewis and Maxine Profit by their 
son Kirk; in loving memory of Stuart A. and Beth L. Reading by their children 
Carl C. and Ann E. Reading; and from Triangle Cooperative Preschool as a thank 
you for sharing our space and for our continued partnership.

A red rosebud celebrates the birth of Arthur Lester Taggart, born April 24, 
2019, son of Jessie and Tim Taggart. Grandparents are Kathy Wirstrom and Jeff 
Taggert.

A red rosebud celebrates the birth of Henry Scott Bowen, born April 24, 2019, 
son of Alyson Sanderford and Daniel Bowen. Grandparents are Rev. Jay and Beth 
Sanderford.

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Radio Worship is broadcast at 11:00 a.m., on WAAM (1600 
AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Communion Food Offering is today. As we come to the Lord’s Table 
to be fed and nurtured in our faith, we also come to feed others and lend 
support to those in need. Today’s financial contributions and food 
donations are for Washtenaw Community College Food Bank.

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 
9:30 a.m. worship service. Cookie bakers are Betsy DiMaggio, Ginny 
Horan, and Linda Lampman. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks 
are available for children. 

Fair Trade Coffee is for sale during Coffee Hour. Buying Fair Trade ensures 
that more of the money we spend on coffee reaches the hardworking 
farmers who actually grow it. This month in honor of Mother’s Day 
we are featuring a new coffee — “Mama Tierra” (Mother Earth), a 
medium roast coffee. 



Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
Childcare and Sunday School classes are held for crib through fifth 
graders at 9:30 a.m. Childcare is available for preschoolers at 11:00 a.m. 
Worship activity totes and Busy Hands activity baskets are available at the 
entrances to the Sanctuary for children attending 11:00 a.m. worship.

Youth Ministry Opportunities — all youth grades 6–12 are invited to 
join us for our scheduled youth programming. Everyone is welcome! 

Munch & Mingle is at 9:20 a.m. in the Youth Room on the Lower Level.
Sunday School classes meet at 9:30 a.m.

Youth Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. in the Youth Room. Youth groups meet 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Room. 

Adult Education Opportunities: 
The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room/Library. Rev. Ed Koster is 
the presenter. This year’s theme is “The Bible Speaks to You about the 
Important Ideas.” All are welcome for study and robust discussion. 

First Friends, a fellowship group that meets in Monteith Hall at 9:30 
a.m., welcomes all to discuss a variety of topics from books, DVDs, and 
speakers. Today’s topic is “An Odd Couple, Jonah and Ruth: Lessons for 
Our Fractured World.”

Exploring the Faith meets at 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall for a series 
on interfaith traditions. Today’s focus is on the Baha’i faith. Join us as 
presenters Kern Kuipers and Kaye Foyle, discuss the basics of their faith 
perspective, what compassion means to them, and what it looks like on 
a daily basis. 

College Students! UKirk@UMich Campus Ministry Opportunities
Congratulations to our seniors! Prayers and congratulations to our 
graduating seniors: Andrew Abdallah, Connor Baechler, Peter Beck, 
Emma Cozier, Christina Fosheim-Hoag, Sarah Fuhrman, Jenni Jasperse, 
Michael Keller, Maddie Mervis, Margaret Poppe and Chad Wilson. 

Regular gatherings for Campus Ministry are now on summer break.  
However, please contact us (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) if you are 
around to grab coffee or lunch sometime, volunteer with a local 
organization, or just say hi! 

20s & 30s (T2A2) Small Group meets at 7:00 p.m. at Chris Wahl’s 
house to read and discuss the Lenten book Final Words from the Cross by 
Adam Hamilton. Bring your questions and insights, wherever you are on 
your faith journey! We invite all in their 20s and 30s to come and build 
community with us. For more information about T2A2 opportunities, 
contact Rev. Piatt. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Participate in the 4th/5th grade Spring Mission project by donating  
new or gently used books (infant–teens) to the Corner Health 
Center library in Ypsilanti. Baskets can be found on the first, second, 
and third levels. Books will be collected through May 12 and will be 
delivered May 13.



College of Elders’ Spring Meeting is next Saturday, May 11. If you are 
an ordained Presbyterian elder, please join us in the Social Hall, 9:00–10:30 
a.m. RSVP to the Church Office.

Mature Singles meet this Friday, May 10, at Carlyle Bar & Grill, 3660 
Jackson Road, at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome.

The Property Committee and Families@First team up to present 
to you a Backstage Tour of the church! All are invited to join us on 
Saturday, May 18, 3:30–5:30 p.m., as we listen to experts and explore several 
hidden gems of First Pres. Light refreshments will be served.

Don’t forget to sign up online or with Beca Torres Davenport for 
Summer Vacation Bible School — “Marketplace 29  A.D.”  VBS will 
be held this year June 18, 19, and 20, 9:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Youth and adult 
volunteers are welcome!

In memory of veterans who have died, the First Pres veterans 
group will host Coffee Hour on Sunday, May 26. A slide show 
honoring veterans who are former members of our church, friends, or 
relatives of church members will be shown. If you wish to have someone 
honored in the slide show, send two photographs of the veteran, one 
current and one in military uniform, as well as a description of military 
involvement to Gary Stahl (stahl.gary@sbcglobal.net). All are invited to a 
remembrance ceremony led by Rev. Eldon Beery in the Memorial Garden 
at 12:15 p.m. The names of the veterans and other church members who 
have passed in the last year will be read. Contact Ralph Winter (429-3743) 
if you have any questions or need photographs scanned for the slide show. 
All originals will be returned.

Learn about our stained-glass windows! Ann Andrews, a long-time 
member of First church, is a resident expert on the history and evolution of 
the beautiful stained glass windows in the sanctuary. In a digital-film walk 
through on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNoAJh9rjVU), 
Ann guides viewers through the history and artistic detail of the unique 
stained glass panes that portray the life of Jesus Christ. The tour is a 
featured program on a locally-produced website of Ann Arbor-area history 
which includes an interview with First Pres member, the late Bill Stegath. 
We are grateful to Dale Leslie for creating this project, and to member Jim 
Campbell for the video production. 

All are welcome to join our Stephen Ministers for a learning 
opportunity on May 13, at 7:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall. Dr. Tim 
Johnson, former Chairperson of the Department of OB-Gyn at UM, 
will address issues facing adolescents and young women. 

Spring is here! Our annual “Plant the Vegetable Gardens at Cass 
Workday” is next Saturday, May 11. This is a great opportunity to show 
the Cass Community that we care. These gardens directly impact the 
quality of over one million meals served annually by Cass. Sign up online.

Join our next 24-hour Silent Retreat at St. Augustine’s House in Oxford 
May 17–18. Cost is $50 and space is limited. Contact Rev. Annette Fraser, 
retreat leader, at nnttfraser@gmail.com
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Youth Events:
High School graduates will be recognized in worship Sunday, 
June 2, at 9:30 a.m. Please submit the graduate’s name, parents’ 
name(s), high school, and future plans to the Church Office or online by 
Monday, May 13.

MIDS: Crossover Edition is Sunday, May 19, 10:30 a.m.–noon, in the 
Youth Room. All current 5th–7th graders are invited to join us for pizza and 
lots of fun. Whether you are a returning student or a first-time attendee, 
join us and find out what MIDS is all about! Contact Essie Koenig-Reinke 
(essie@firstpresbyterian.org) with questions about this event, and to 
RSVP. We look forward to seeing you there.

Please contact the Church Office to:
•  order a First Pres name tag. Cost is $9 for either clip or magnet style.
•  request a baptism.
•  inform us of any changes to your basic contact information.
•  let us know if you are hospitalized.
•  support our Fair Trade mission project by purchasing a bag of Fair  
 Trade coffee for use at home. Cost is $12.
•  sign up to sponsor Chancel Flowers in memory or in honor of a loved
 one. Cost is $50. 
•  apply for a security device (fob). Cost is $10. 


