
PRELUDE                We Hasten with Eager Footsteps   J. S. Bach
                                         Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  arr. Robert Hobby
                                          Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  arr. John Ferguson
                                                                                                                                           
INTROIT                         Entrata Festiva  Flor Peeters

Christ o’erpowereth; Christ now reigneth; Christ doth command!

RESURRECTION PROCLAMATION    Rev. Béghin (8:00/9:30)
  Rev. Sanderford (11:00)

One: Christ is risen, broken free from the chains of sin and death!
All:  Alleluia!
One:  Christ is risen, conquering sin and death for us all!
All:  Alleluia! 
One:  Christ is risen!
All: He is risen indeed!
 

* HYMN 123                    Jesus Christ Is Risen Today          Easter Hymn                                                   

APRIL 16, 2017
EASTER SUNDAY 

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP
 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.

Gathering

 Matthew 28:2-7 © 2014 Timothy R. Botts |  Eyekons



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    Rev. Ryo (8:00)

  Rev. Sanderford (9:30)
Eternal God, giver of life, victor over sin and death, our Lord and 
Savior, even as we gather to sing your praises and marvel at your 
power over all that harms us and seeks to separate us from you, 
we admit to doubt and fear. We continue to hurt one another 
by what we do and what we leave undone. We continue to worry 
about circumstances over which we have no control. We continue 
to fear death, although you promise us a future which is better 
than we can hope or imagine. Open us to the magnificence of 
your all-encompassing love, that we may trust you beyond reason, 
serve you without hesitation, and find the peace only you are able 
to give. We pray in the name of your Son who was dead but who 
now knows life everlasting. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
            

* SHARING THE GOOD NEWS    
As Easter people, all are invited to greet one another with the joyful 
proclamation of the day. Please turn to one another and share the Good News, 
saying, “Christ is risen!” and responding, “He is risen indeed!”

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: All creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown,
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

Text:  Brian Wren. Copyright 1986 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 
One.License.net #A-720542

                                          

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                           Linda Strodtman (8:00)
                  Molly Schneidewind (9:30) 

                                                                                              Sophie Licata (11:00)

EPISTLE READING             Colossians 3:1-4
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                              

ANTHEM            Let the People Praise Thee, O God  William Mathias
Let the people praise thee, O God: 
 yea, let all the people praise thee.
O let the nations rejoice and be glad: 
 for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, 
 and govern the nations upon earth.
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase: 
 and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.
God shall bless us: 
 and all the ends of the world shall fear him.

Proclaiming



God be merciful unto us, and bless us: 
 and shew us the light of his countenance, 
 and be merciful unto us.
That thy way may be known upon earth: 
 thy saving health among all nations.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen.  (Psalm 67:3-7)

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30/11:00)    
Children through grade five are invited forward.

GOSPEL READING        Matthew 28:1-10
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                                        

                                                     
SERMON                              Seeing, Believing! Rev. Dr. Fair

                                                                           
                                         

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     from A Declaration of Faith
    In the death of Jesus Christ,

 God’s way in the world seemed finally defeated.
But death was no match for God.
The resurrection of Jesus was God’s victory over death.
Death often seems to prove that life is not worth living,
 that our best efforts and deepest affections go for nothing.
We do not yet see the end of death.
But Christ has been raised from the dead,
 transformed and yet the same person.
In his resurrection is the promise of our own.
We are convinced that the life God wills for each of us
 is stronger than the death that destroys us.
The glory of that life exceeds our imagination
 but we know that we shall be with Christ.
So we treat death as a broken power.
Its ultimate defeat is certain.
In the face of death we grieve,
yet in hope we celebrate life.
No life ends so tragically
 that its meaning and value are destroyed.
Nothing, not even death, can separate us 
 from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

* HYMN 108                              Christ Is Alive! truro 

WELCOME    Rev. Ervin (8:00)
 Rev. Rogers (9:30/11:00)

Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

Responding



OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory                            Christus Paradox Alfred Fedak
You, Lord, are both lamb and shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. 
You, peacemaker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave. 

Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, 
shining in eternal glory, beggared by a soldier’s toss. 
You, the everlasting instant; you who are both gift and cost. 

You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. 
You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide. 

Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 
Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life. 
                                       Text by Sylvia Dunstan © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.

 * Doxology      
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 * Prayer of Dedication

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

* HYMN 371                             Lift High the Cross   crucifer
                              

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

 Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod,
 The Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.

                                                         
* POSTLUDE                                     Toccata  Charles-Marie Widor 
 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 

Sending



Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in  
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and large-print 
bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit 
the Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are 
Karla Olson-Bellfi and Barbara Mueller. Church Office volunteers are Pat 
Gilbreath and Sarah Krein. Greeters are Omer and Karla Bellfi, Peggy Jensen, 
Rudi and Tissy Ansbacher, Catherine Kendall, and Val and John Yodhes.

The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel, to 
the right of the piano, after the 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. Prayer team 
members are Nancy Fox and Rev. Rogers after the 8:00 a.m. service; Jeanette 
Kibler and Chris Queen after the 9:30 a.m. service; and Cyndy Colton and Bill 
McPherson after the 11:00 a.m. service. “Never forget the three powerful 
resources you always have available to you: love, prayer, and forgiveness.” 
– H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Ushers are Bill Austin (head), Jim Cameron (captain), Marilynn Simpson, 
Nancy Fox, Dean Gilchrist, Mark Fogarty, Dick Carlisle, Brian Rubel, and Len 
Rezmierski at 8:00 a.m.; Bill Austin (head), Dick Carlisle (captain), Carol Carter, 
Len Rezmierski, Spaulding Clark, Jim Cameron, Marty Swindle, Connie Swindle, 
Keith Bilby, Sheila Bilby, and Dean Gilchrist at 9:30 a.m.; Beth Sanderford, Lex 
Allum, and Sandy Talbott at 10:00 a.m.; and Bill Austin (head), Ralph Winter 
(captain), Linda Lampman, Cyndy Colton, Cindy Andress, Jim Douglass, and 
Jeannette Middleton at 11:00 a.m.

Musicians providing music leadership are the Chancel Choir; Jeff Lewandowski, 
trumpet; Alex Wilson, trumpet; Carrie Banfield-Taplin, horn; Joseph McInchak, 
trombone; Martha Farmer, bass trombone; Terence Farmer, percussion; and Carol 
Muehlig and Tom Granum, organ. We thank the donors to the Sacred Music Fund 
for their support of special music for our congregation throughout the year, including 
today’s brass and percussion. 

TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 6:30 a.m. on the Circle Terrace, at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary, and at 10:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall. Easter Sunday is 
Family Worship Day. Childcare, for crib through young five-year-olds, 
is available at 9:30, 10:00, and 11:00. Worship totes are available for 
children attending worship. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received today to 
alleviate suffering around the world. Projects are currently underway in 
more than 100 countries. Please use a pew envelope to give generously.

Adult Education Classes do not meet today, Easter Sunday, but will 
resume next Sunday, April 23, at 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

If you are in your 20s or 30s, you’re invited to T2A2’s annual Easter 
Brunch at Chris Wahl’s house today at 1:00 p.m. Come for food and 
fellowship and stay for the egg hunt! For more information, please contact 
Rev. Ryo or Rev. Ervin.



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In observance of Easter Monday, the building will be closed tomorrow. 

Wear Red on Confirmation Sunday. Next Sunday, April 23, is 
Confirmation Sunday. Join together at the 9:30 a.m. service as we welcome 
the 2017 Confirmation Class. Everyone is asked to wear red next Sunday to 
celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of our Confirmands.

Would you like to unite with this church family in membership? 
The next new member class is Sunday, April 30,11:00 – 2:00, in the Curtis 
Room with joining on May 14 at an 8:00 a.m. breakfast. Contact Rev. 
Rogers or the Church Office if you are interested in joining.

Mature Singles will meet for dinner this Friday, April 21, at 5:30 p.m., at 
Panda House, 229 North Maple Road. All are welcome.

Are you struggling with mental illness in your family? First Pres staff 
and members facilitate a support group called Restore Hope for family 
members who have loved ones coping with mental illness. Parents, siblings, 
children, and extended family members of those with mental illness attend 
for mutual support, encouragement, and a safe place to talk. For more 
information, contact Rev. Rogers. 

1432 Washtenaw Avenue

Ann Arbor, MI  48104

734-662-4466

info@firstpresbyterian.org

www.firstpresbyterian.org

PASTORAL AND PROGRAM STAFF

Reverend Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor/Head of Staff

Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor

Reverend Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor

Deborah MacVey, Director of Children’s Education and Family Ministries

Tom Granum, Director of Music Ministries

Carol Muehlig, Organist and Handbell Director

Resident Ministers:

Reverend Emily Béghin 

Reverend Daniel Ervin

Reverend Angela Ryo

Lex Allum, Peer Minister

Sandy Talbott, Parish Nurse

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Anna Miller, Finance Manager 

Adrian Prundeanu, Facilities Manager

Linda Robinson, Office Manager

Lisa Haddrill, Technology Coordinator

Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator/Pastor’s Assistant

Cindy King, Administrative Assistant/Children’s Education Assistant

Robin Agnew, Administrative Assistant

Almer Harris, Maintenance Specialist

Stephanie Anderson, Finance Assistant


