
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 2, 2020  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Family Worship Sunday

Making God’s Love Visible

Matthew 5:3–10 —The Beatitudes by Timothy R. Botts



GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY        
Impromptu in C Major, Op. 78, No. 2   Samuel Coleridge-Taylor

  As the opening voluntary begins, please let the time and the music 
                                                       center you for worship.        
                                 
LIFE IN THE CHURCH  Andrew Frazier (9:30)

  Rev. Mares (11:00)

FAITH IN ACTION                  Scout Sunday  Scott Strodtman

* CALL TO WORSHIP      adapted from Matthew 5:1–12                
One: Seeing that the people were ready to listen, Jesus sat down on the
 mountain and taught them, saying -
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the realm of heaven.
All:  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
One:  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
All:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
 for they will be filled.
One:  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
All:  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
One:  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called God’s own   
 children.
All:  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
 for theirs is the realm of heaven.”
One:  Our eyes, our ears, our minds, our hearts are open;
All:  Speak to us, O God; we are ready to listen, and eager to live!
                                                                               

* HYMN 509                     All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly   holy manna
                                                                                                                     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Generous God – We remember that, in the beginning,
 you blessed all that you had created.
We confess that we have not lived in this world
 as though it bears the imprint of your blessing;
we have not treated our fellow creatures
 as though they contain your goodness;
we have not recognized your image and likeness
 in the faces of so many around us.
We remember Jesus holding out blessing
 to all who are willing to risk becoming a new creation.
Humbly we ask forgiveness for all that distorts or 
obscures your blessing.
Fervently we ask for courage to follow where Jesus beckons,
 and strength to live into the blessing that, in him, you offer. . . 

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance 
devices and large-print 
bulletins and hymnals are 
available from the ushers.

Lectionary Texts:
Micah 6:1–8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18–31
Matthew 5:1–12

In celebration of Black 
History Month, the 
organ selections this 
morning are by the 
Afro-British composer 
Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor (1875-1912).  
Coleridge-Taylor's 
mother was English 
and his father was a 
physician from Sierra 
Leone. Hailed during his 
lifetime as “the African 
Mahler,” he studied with 
Charles Villiers Stanford 
at the Royal College of 
Music.

Cover Art is by Timothy 
Botts, an artist who has 
a focus of calligraphy.
He is well known for his 
transformation of bible 
verses into pieces art. 
Timothy has published 
books, released single 
prints, been featured 
in museums, as well as 
having features within 
churches. Through years 
of experience, Timothy 
experiments with new 
styles and typefaces to 
represent what art he 
makes. He says, “My 
creative work as a callig-
rapher with holy words 
continues to be the most 
powerful way for me to 
pray.”



* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to greet one another with a sign of the peace God intends  for us— 
 saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and responding, “And  also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

This is Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me (glory to god).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      Scott Strodtman (9:30)
 Ethan Phillips (11:00)
          
OLD TESTAMENT READING    Micah 6:1–4, 6–8                      

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                                    

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)   
Children through grade five are invited forward.

NEW TESTAMENT READING    Matthew 5:1–12          
The grass withers; the flower fades— 
the word of our God endures forever. 

 
SERMON                                         Holding Pattern     Rev. Dr. Spalding

RESPONDING AND SEALING                    
                                                                                                                          
HYMN 698                               Take, O Take Me as I Am  take me as i am

Please remain seated and sing twice.

WELCOME   Rev. Rogers (9:30) 
Rev. Ruhf (11:00)

During this season 
of flu, instead of 
handshakes we 
recommend passing 
the peace with fist 
bumps, elbows or 
peace signs.

Today is Scout Sunday. 
Scott Strodtman is the 
Charter Organization 
Representative of Boy 
Scout Troop 7. Ethan 
Phillips is Senior 
Patrol Leader.
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Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Paul M. Vasile



OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory                                       The Beatitudes   Philip Stopford                                                                                              
                                                            Chancel Choir
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they will be filled.
Bless are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
For in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you,
who were before you.
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
One: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. If 
you are visiting with us, 
please leave your contact 
information so that we 
can reach out to you! 
Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see 
who is sitting around 
them and greet each 
other by name. By signing 
in, you help us build 
stronger community 
connections at First
Presbyterian.

During his ministry, 
Jesus shared meals as 
a sign of community 
and acceptance. As we 
gather for communion, 
know that you are 
welcome in this 
community and accepted 
at Christ’s table.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People
At 9:30 the elements will be passed. At 11:00 please come forward to receive 
the elements by intinction. Those unable to come forward will be served in 
their place. Communion cups contain only non-alcoholic grape juice. 
Gluten-free wafers are located in the center cup on each wafer tray.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited to share in the life of the church. A full 
description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit the 
Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today are Debbie Swartz and Carol German.

Musical leadership is provided by Chancel Choir and Heidi Hess-Willis, soloist. Acolytes are Addy and 
Georgia Carlisle.

Chancel flowers are given by Omer and Karla Bellfi in loving memory of their parents, Omer and Elsie Bellfi 
and Don and Elaine Olson. A pink rosebud celebrates the birth of Kira Jean Ternes, born January 16, 2020, 
to Brian and Katie Ternes. Grandparents are Debbie and John Ternes. A red rosebud celebrates the birth of 
Lucas Joseph Shemon, born January 21, 2020, to Emily and Aaron Shemon. Grandparents are Bill Wolters and 
the late Lori Jean Wolters. Lucas’ initials—LJ—are the same as his those of his grandma who loved him before 
he was born and who died on September 2, 2019. 

The Church Office is staffed by Robin Agnew. Greeters are Sara Vander Voort and Linda Koos (9:30) and 
Marilyn Gibson and Prue Heikkinen (11:00). Sound system volunteers are Rol Kibler (9:30) and Roger Hsiao 
(11:00). Ushers are Bill Austin (head), Brian Rubel, and Nancy Fox (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Len Rezmierski 
(captain), Marolin Bellefleur, Beth Sanderford, Dean Gilchrist, Dick and Elsa Stuber, Joe Schmidt, Keith Molin, 
and Angela Yang (9:30); and Bill Austin (head), Carter Hodgson (captain), Peggy Hodgson, Barry and Jeanette 
Swartz, and Joe and Karen Cox (11:00). The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds 
Chapel after the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team volunteers are Nicole Jolliet-Gavin and Carolyn Schultz 
(9:30) and Michele Derr and Katie Parker (11:00). Following the 8:00 service a minister is available for prayer at 
the Communion Table. “Before we can pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ we must be willing to pray, ‘My kingdom 
go.’” – Alan Redpath

Communion Music               Beautiful Savior arr. F. Melius Christiansen
                             Chancel Choir and Heidi Hess-Willis, soloist  

Fair are the meadows, Fairest the woodlands,
Robed in flowers of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man.
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be Thine!

Prayer After Communion
                            

SENDING

* HYMN 372                                        O for a World          azmon
Please sing Stanzas 1–4. 
                                        

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE         
O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace,
where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.

This is Stanza 5 of O for a World.

* CLOSING VOLUNTARY                            
Impromptu in C Major, Op. 78, No. 2    Samuel Coleridge-Taylor

                   

Communion Food 
Offering is today. As we 
come to the Lord’s Table 
to be fed and nurtured 
in our faith, we also 
come to feed others and 
lend support to those in 
need. Food and financial 
donations for Washtenaw 
Community College Food 
Bank may be brought 
forward and placed in the 
baskets provided as we 
sing the final hymn.

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved.



TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Radio Worship is 
broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 
 
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Cookie bakers are Karla Bellfi and Barbara Hayes. Child-friendly, peanut-free purchased snacks are 
available for children. Fair Trade Coffee is for sale during Coffee Hour. Buying Fair Trade ensures that 
more of the money we spend on coffee reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. 

Today is Scout Sunday. We are celebrating the centennial of our relationship with the Boy Scout 
Troop 7! We welcome members of the troop today and their leaders to morning worship and recog-
nize them for their roles of leadership. Boy Scout Troop 7 was formed in March 1918 at the Ann Arbor 
YMCA. In 1920 First Presbyterian Church became home to the Troop. Over 2000 scouts have been 
associated with Troop 7 over the last 100 years. If you have questions about the scouting program, 
contact Scott Strodtman (scott.strodtman@comcast.net).

Today is Family Worship Sunday. There is no Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. Childcare is available 
for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Activity Totes and Busy Hands 
Activity Baskets are available at the entrances to the Sanctuary for children joining in worship. 
Children’s Choir does not rehearse on Family Worship Sundays.

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room to discuss how the Bible came to be,   
 focusing on Galatians. 

 First Friends meets in Monteith Hall. Will Minnette from Saline will introduce how   
 small carts from Mobility Worldwide offer dignity and mobility to disabled persons   
 in developing countries overseas.

11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith meets in Monteith Hall. Bob Nassauer, a local Washenaw area   
 volunteer and former executive with NAMI (National Association for Mental Illness) will   
 address issues around serious mental illness, treatment, problems to be managed, 
 treatment on the horizon, and Community Mental Health programs. Time will be   
 allowed for questions and answers.

Children’s Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Childcare is available for crib through Kindergarten.
11:00 a.m. Childcare is available for crib through Kindergarten.

Youth Ministry Opportunities:   
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
12:15 p.m. Soup-ER-BOWL Lunch in the Social Hall 

T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking 
to build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss the Gospel of Luke. 
Bring your questions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey. Contact us at
T2A2@firstpresbyterian.org for more information.



THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRES

Join the New Handbell Choir for inexperienced ringers. The next rehearsal is this Tuesday, 
February 4, in the Handbell Room, at 2:00 p.m. 

Our monthly Taizé Prayer Service is this Tuesday, February 4, at 7:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall. This 
service includes songs, scripture, silence, meditation, and candles. A simple supper of soup and bread 
will be served in the Social Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome! 

A Men’s Study Group meets this Friday, February 7, at 8:00 a.m., in the Lewis Room, for coffee, 
study, and conversation. The winter book is Short Stories by Jesus, written by Amy-Jill Levine. All are 
welcome! Books are available in the Church Office for $15.00. Questions? Contact Rev. Sanderford.

Mature Singles meet this Friday, February 7, at 5:30 p.m., at Olive Garden Restaurant, 445 Eisenhow-
er Parkway. All are welcome.

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SAVE THE DATES!

Upcoming Opportunities to Join First Pres! We hope that you feel moved to become a member 
of our church family. Everyone belongs! Attend a class on March 15 (with joining on March 22) or on 
May 3 (with joining on May 17). Contact Rev. Rogers (355-2351 or mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org) for 
more information. 

Tell Me More! Thinking about joining First Pres? Want to know more? Join Revs. Jay Sanderford 
and Mel Rogers for an hour of beer, good food, and great conversation about what it is to be a 
member, what “Presbyterian” is, who we are and what we are about as a congregation, and anything 
else you want to know. It all happens Sunday evening, February 9, at 5:00 p.m., at the Session Room, 
3685 Jackson Road. Register with Rev. Rogers (mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org).

Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, welcomes you to College Lunch 
on Sundays following the 11:00 a.m. service, to coffee breaks during the week, and to other fellowship 
opportunities. Follow us on Instagram@UKirkUMich for future events and past photos. Contact our 
Campus Pastor Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information. 

Mature Ministries (60 and up) hosts a lunch and learn Thursday, February 13, at noon, in the 
Social Hall. For only $5 you will have a delicious hot lunch with 40 or more interesting friends followed 
by a terrific presentation. The topic is “Congress: How It Works and Why It Doesn’t?” with Hillsdale 
Professor Dr. Kevin Portteus. 

Thinking ahead to Valentine’s Day? Are you looking for something special for that certain 
someone and a gift that also supports a good cause? We have the ever-popular Love Buzz 
coffee, the most popular of our Fair Trade coffees, in a special gift package for Valentine’s Day. And to 
celebrate the season we also have dark and milk chocolate packaged for giving. The sale of Fair
Trade items has been extended to two Sundays in February, the 2nd and the 9th, so you have plenty of 
time to stock up on gifts for all the Valentines in your life! Look for us during Coffee Hour or stop by 
the Church Office during the week.

Enjoy the eclectic sounds of Nessa, known for its Celtic inspired world music, in concert on 
Saturday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary. The concert is free, but a love offering will 
be taken for Ozone House, a local non-profit organization that provides emergency shelter, safe space, 
transitional housing, and counseling for homeless youth, LGBT runaway teens, and families.

Presbyterian Women meet Wednesday, February 19, beginning with Bible Study in the Lewis 
Room at 9:30 a.m. A brief welcome and business meeting at 10:45 a.m. in Monteith Hall, precede a 
presentation on “The Opiod Crisis and Chronic Pain Care.” Lunch ($7) is at noon in the Social Hall. Men 
are welcome to attend the program and lunch.
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