
PRAYER SERVICE 
in the manner of the Taizé Community 
Tuesday, September 1, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 
Monteith Hall 

 

BE RECONCILED ALL YOU WHO ENTER HERE 

Parents, children, partners, friends, enemies; 
Believers and those who cannot believe; 
Christians and their fellow Christians. 

(Variation of greeting posted outside the Church of Reconciliation, Taizé, France) 
 

Holy Spirit, mystery of a presence, you say to each of us:  
“Why be worried? One thing alone is necessary:  

a heart attentive to understand that  
God loves you and always forgives you.” 

(Prayer by Brother Roger of Taizé) 

COME AND FILL OUR HEARTS 



 

 
 
 
 
 

STAY WITH ME 

Cantor’s text: Stay here and keep watch with me.  Watch and pray, watch and pray! Watch and pray not to 
give way to temptation.  The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak.  My heart is nearly broken with sorrow.  Re-
main here with me, stay awake and pray. Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by.  Father, if this cannot 
pass me by without my drinking it, your will be done. 

MY SOUL IS AT REST 

Cantor’s text:  In God is my safety and glory the rock of my strength.  Take refuge in God, all you people— 
Trust him at all times.  Pour out your hearts before him for God is our refuge. 



OPENING SENTENCES 
One: Sing a song of thanksgiving. 
All: Declare God’s wondrous deeds. 

One: For the Lord dwells among the people; 
All: the glory of God abides with us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A READING FROM JEREMIAH 15:15-21 
O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In your 
forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. Your words were found, and I ate 
them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, 
God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I 
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to 
be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
 

Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you 
utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you 
not you who will turn to them. And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 
against you but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. I 
will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

 
One:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SING, PRAISE, AND BLESS THE LORD 

Cantor’s Text: Praise the Lord, all you nations, praise God all you peoples. Alleluia! Strong is God’s love 
and mercy, always faithful for ever. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Let everything living give praise to the 
Lord. Alleluia! Praise to the Lord. 



PSALTER                                   PSALM 26:1-8 
(Left side of Monteith Hall) 
Vindicate me, O Lord, 
   for I have walked in my integrity, 
   and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
 

(Right side of Monteith Hall) 
Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
   test my heart and mind. 
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
   and I walk in faithfulness to you. 
 

(Left side) 
I do not sit with the worthless, 
   nor do I consort with hypocrites; 
I hate the company of evildoers, 
   and will not sit with the wicked. 
 

(Right side) 
I wash my hands in innocence, 
   and go around your altar, O Lord, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
   and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
 

(All)  
O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 
   and the place where your glory abides. 

 
A READING FROM ROMANS 12:9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for 
the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, 
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

One:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SILENCE 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

In peace, let us pray to God, saying, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the church of Jesus Christ, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Bless the church, deliver it from evil, and make it holy in every way, 
that all people may see the light of your salvation 
through the witness of your faithful servants. 
 

For our pastors, teachers, and ministers,  
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
Arouse the leaders of your church to prophetic witness. 
help them to proclaim your justice fearlessly, to embody your righteousness sincerely, and to practice your mercy selflessly. 
 

For the world and for its leaders, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
Uphold the leaders of governments especially during this time of health crisis and racial injustice. 
Give them sound judgment and merciful hearts, and lead them to do what is right in upholding the common good. 
 

For the good earth, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
Let Earth be a gentle home for us. Subdue the violence of storm and earthquake, 
and heal the destruction of flood and drought,  
that life may flourish and every creature rejoice in the goodness of creation. 
 

For children, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
Bless children and those who care for them. Defend our children; 
enable them to thrive in mind and body and grow in wisdom and strength. 
Give them parents and guardians who are faithful in their duty 
to provide for their needs and guard them from danger. 
 

For the sick and those in distress, 
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
Heal those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, and uphold those who are able to support them in their need. 
These prayers we offer through Christ by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 



THE LORD IS MY SONG 

LORD JESUS CHRIST 



CLOSING BLESSING 
One: Go in peace to love and serve, 
All: We take up our cross to follow in the way of Jesus, our Lord. 

One: The blessing of God be with you, 
All: the love of Jesus fill you, and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you now and forevermore. Amen. 
 

 
HOLY SPIRIT, COME TO US 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please extend the peace of Christ with one another saying: 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next Taizé Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, October 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. here in Monteith Hall.  
You may view it on YouTube or Facebook Live. 

Cantors’ text: Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth with your glorious light. Veni Sancte Spiritus. 
Come, Father of the poor, come, generous Spirit, come, light of our hearts. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come 
from the four winds, O Spirit, come breath of God; disperse the shadows over us, renew and strengthen 
your people. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Father of the poor, come to our poverty. Shower upon us the seven gifts 
of your grace. Be the light of our lives. O come. Veni Sancte Spiritus. You are our only comforter, Peace of 
the soul. In the heat you shade us; in our labor you refresh us, and in trouble you are our strength. Veni 
Sancte Spiritus. Kindle in our hearts the flame of your love that in the darkness of the world it may glow 
and reach to all forever. Veni... 



Songs from Taizé, © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé (France), administered by GIA 
Publications, Inc. Reprinted from Songs and Prayers from Taizé, OneLicense.net #A-720542 
 
About Taizé:  Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, in the eastern part 
of France, not far from the town of Cluny.  Since 1940, it has been the home of an 
ecumenical community of brothers whose prayer, three times each day, is at the center of 
their life.  Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and backgrounds come on 
pilgrimage, to participate in international meetings of prayer and reflection. 
 
Taizé’s vocation is to strive for communion among all.  From its beginnings, the community 
has worked for reconciliation among Christians split apart into different denominations.  
But, the brothers do not view reconciliation among Christians as the end in itself; it 
concerns all of humanity, since it makes the Church a place of communion for all. 
 
Song is one of the most essential elements of Taizé worship.  Short songs, repeated again and 
again, give it a meditative character.  Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of 
faith, quickly grasped by the mind.  As the words are sung over many times, this reality 
gradually penetrates the whole being.  And these simple songs then enable us to keep on 
praying when we are alone, by day, by night, and sometimes in the silence of our hearts when 
we are at work. 
 
Icons contribute to the beauty of worship. They are like windows open on the realities of the 
kingdom of God, making them present in our prayer on earth. Although icons are images, 
they are not simply illustrations or decorations. They are symbols of the incarnation, a 
presence which offers to the eyes the spiritual message that the Word addresses to the ears. 
By the faith it expresses, by its beauty and its depth, an icon can create a space of peace and 
sustain an expectant waiting. It invites us to welcome salvation even in the flesh and in 
creation.   
 
Soli Deo Gloria:   To God alone be the Glory. 
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