
A Festival of Carols and Hymns for Christmas

3:00 p.m. – Sunday, December 17, 2017
First Presbyterian Church

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Light Dawns on a 
Weary World



WELCOME  The Reverend Dr. Fairfax F. Fair 

INTROIT   O Come, O Come, Immanuel  Natalie Sleeth
O come, O come, Immanuel,
Come now to earth and with Thy people dwell.
The world awaits from heaven a holy sign.
O come and show to us the light divine.

O come, O come, Immanuel,
As age to age the prophets did foretell;
Redeemer, come to save us one and all.
Be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall.

For Thy coming we prepare,
Wisdom from on high.
Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair;
Now to us draw nigh.

O come, O come, Immanuel,
And free Thy children, Israel.
Be now our hope, our comfort from above,
And bless us all with everlasting love.

LIGHT DAWNS on a weary world . . .

One: Light dawns on a weary world
All: when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity.
One: Light dawns on a weary world:
All: the promised day of justice comes.

Listen as Michael Burkhardt’s organ setting portrays the light 
dawning on a weary world.

Soloist: Light dawns on a weary world. . . .
 

Joy to the World
Introduction   Michael Burkhardt

Please stand to sing when indicated.

* Hymn 40  antioch
Stanzas 1-4: harmony

SCRIPTURE                   Micah 5:2-5a

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Introduction   Michael Burkhardt

Please remain seated.

Hymn 43 Stanza 1: melody   forest green
Hymn 44 Stanzas 2-3: harmony   st. louis
Hymn 43 Stanza 4: melody   forest green
 



Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Please remain seated and sing the refrain only.

Hymn 29 (refrain only)   go tell it
 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain   J. Wayne Kerr

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Please stand to sing.

 * Hymn 41   adeste fideles
Stanzas 1-2:  Harmony
Stanza 3:  Melody or descant (Hymn 42)

Please be seated.

Nocturne on O Come, All Ye Faithful  Charles Callahan
        

LOVE GROWS in a weary world . . .

One: Love grows in a weary world
All: when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed.
One: Love grows in a weary world:
All: the promised feast of plenty comes.
Soloist: The trees shall clap their hands. . . .

Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella
        Dance Prelude on Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella    

Christopher Uehlein

What Child Is This
 from Ten Choral Improvisations   Paul Manz

READING               This Year  Ann Weems
               from Kneeling in Bethlehem

Angels We Have Heard on High
Please stand to sing.

* Hymn 23
Stanza 1: Men & boys (melody)
Refrain: All (harmony)

Stanza 2: Women & girls (melody)
Refrain: All (harmony)

Stanza 3: All (harmony)
Refrain: All (harmony)

The First Nowell  Mack Willberg



HOPE BLOOMS in a weary world . . .

One: Hope blooms in a weary world
All: when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
One: Hope blooms in a weary world:
All: the promised green of Eden comes.

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Introduction   Michael Burkhardt

Please remain seated.

Hymn 48      es ist ein’ ros’
Stanzas 1-2: Harmony

         Chorale Prelude from 11 Chorale Preludes  Johannes Brahms

SCRIPTURE        Isaiah 55:12-13

Light Dawns on a Weary World
Please remain seated.

Hymn (found on page 5)   temple of peace
Stanza 1:   Ensemble
Refrain:  All

Stanza 2:   Men and boys
Refrain:  All

Stanza 3:  All
Refrain: All    

CLOSING PRAYER  The Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Introduction   Michael Burkhardt

 
Please stand to sing when indicated.

      * Hymn 31   mendelssohn
  

Stanzas 1-2:  Harmony
Stanza 3:  Melody or descant (Hymn 32)
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Mary Louise Bringle, 2001
MUSIC: William P. Rowan, 2000
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

TEMPLE OF PEACE
7.6.6.7.8 with refrain

This is a hymn whose tune came Þrst. Upon hearing it, the author recalled the watered garden of Isaiah 58:11,
which in turn led to Isaiah 55:12, paraphrased in the refrain. Then came the stanzas, organized around their
Þrst two words: Light dawns, Love grows, Hope blooms.
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Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices (in the 
Sanctuary) and large-print bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers.

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. 

Following the festival, please join us for the “strolling reception.” Food is 
available on all three levels (in the Choir Room, the Lewis Room, and the Library/
French Room). Beverages will be served in the Welcome Center (first level) and 
by the bell on the third level. Whether you are a first-time guest or a long-time 
member, please join us for the “strolling reception” and see our building as well as 
crèches on display from around the world.

Today’s Festival of Carols and Hymns for Christmas uses the hymn Light 
Dawns on a Weary World for the festival’s framework. The text is by Mary 
Louise (Mel) Bringle and the music by William P. Rowan. The hymn with 
music is found on page five of the program. Text © 2002 GIA Publications, 
Inc. Music ©2000 William P. Rowan (admin. Gia Publications, Inc.) The 
text and music are used in this festival with permission: OneLicense.net 
A-720542.

Carl P. Daw Jr. writes of this text in Glory to God –  A Companion: 
“This text is organized less by rhyme than by structure. Lines 1 and 4 of each 
stanza are identical, forming the central thematic pillars. Between them lines 
2 and 3 provide a rhymed context, and the final line identifies a promised 
fulfillment. In each stanza the initial word connects with the imagery and 
import of the stanza: “light” dawns so that human dignity can be seen on the 
day of justice; “love” nourishes the hungry hearts at the feast of plenty; “hope” 
blooms in a reborn wilderness when Eden’s greenness comes. The unrhymed 
refrain reverses the order of the Scripture that lies behind it: the images from 
the rejoicing creation precede rather than follow the spiritual statement 
about joy and peace, which allows for a new summary line bringing together 
nature and shalom.”

Gifts to the Sacred Music Fund (which makes special music programs 
possible) are appreciated. Offering plates are available at the doors.



THIS WEEK AND BEYOND AT FIRST PRES . . .

The Longest Night Service is Wednesday, December 20, at 7:00 p.m., in 
Monteith Hall. This service recognizes the encroaching darkness, both 
literal and figurative, that comes at this time of year. For people grieving, 
experiencing uncertain times, facing illness or loss of any kind, or 
melancholy during the holidays, this service speaks to the sadness we feel. 
Invite neighbors, friends, and loved ones to attend with you. The service 
includes candles of remembrance, the music of harp, flute, and oboe, 
moving hymns, and a sermon by Rev. Rogers. Stephen Ministers will provide 
hot cider and cookies for a time of fellowship afterwards.

Worship with us on Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24.
Worship and Communion Monteith Hall 8:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant and Worship Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.
Lessons and Carols Sanctuary 5:00 p.m.
Lessons and Carols Sanctuary 7:00 p.m.
Service of Communion Sanctuary 11:00 p.m.

Our First Pres Christmas Eve offering will support SafeHouse Center, 
an Ann Arbor 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose mission is to provide 
safety, support, advocacy and resources for survivors of sexual assault and 
domestic violence and their children, and to work relentlessly to change 
the systems and attitudes that allow this abuse to continue. Your gifts will 
be used to fund work with youth (Teen Voice), and to provide children’s 
programming designed to break the cycle of domestic violence. 

Are you spending Christmas Day alone? Would you open your 
Christmas Day table to include a church member who otherwise 
would be alone? The Congregational Life Committee hopes to put 
people together on this most special day to share a meal. Whichever side of 
the invitation you are on, please contact Rev. Rogers.

On Sunday, December 31, New Year’s Eve, we have one service at 
10:00 a.m. Before that service, join us for coffee and treats to celebrate the 
year’s end in the Lounge, just outside the pulpit door, starting at 9:30 a.m. 
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