
Welcome to all! A special welcome to guests and newcomers. Let us know of your 
presence by signing the red fellowship pad which is at the end of each pew. Please 
introduce yourself to a minister after the service.

PRELUDE
What Is This Lovely Fragrance  Paul Manz
Still, Still, Still  Paul Manz
 As the music begins, let the time and the music help to center you for worship.

OPENING VOLUNTARY      Christmas Carol Medley
Anna, Hana, and Laina Kaehr

                  
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Rogers 

One: Listen, children of God, the Lord shall give you a sign:   
 a bright star shall be made to shine over Bethlehem,   
 marking the place where a young woman shall bring forth 
 a child, the very Son of God.
All:   His name shall be called Emmanuel, Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
One: Come, children of God, come and follow the star to Bethlehem. 
 Come and adore Christ the newborn King. 
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INTRODUCTION  Beca Torres-Davenport

* HYMN 121                     O Little Town of Bethlehem   st. louis                             
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

READING         God’s Promise Told to Mary and Joseph  Rev. Ruhf
                                     adapted from Luke and Matthew
  
HYMN 82                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  hyfrydol   

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

READING           The Journey of Mary and Joseph  Ava Westfall
                                                       Luke 2:1–5  
                                                         
ANTHEM                  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    veni emmanuel
                                               Liturgical Movement Team
                                             Andrew Frazier, soloist
  
READING                      The Birth of Jesus   Maverick Musser
                                                       Luke 2:6–7  

HYMN 122                   Silent Night, Holy Night  stille nacht
     Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

READING            The Angels Appear to the Shepherds 
                                                       Luke 2:8–14   Beca Torres-Davenport               
                                                      



* HYMN 113             Angels We Have Heard on High  gloria                                     
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

                                     
READING      The Shepherds Come to the Manger  Ava Westfall
                                                       Luke 2:15–16               

HYMN 115                              Away in a Manger  mueller
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.   
                 

READING            The Shepherds Tell of the Birth of Jesus       Maverick Musser
                                                          Luke 2:17–20  

HYMN 151          We Three Kings of Orient Are  kings of orient
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice:
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies.

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

READING                     The Visit of the Magi  Rev. Ruhf
                                                       Matthew 2:1–11  

ANTHEM                               The Friendly Beasts  Robert Davis
                                                      Children’s Choir      

Jesus our brother kind and good was humbly born in a stable of wood,
And the friendly beasts around him stood, Jesus, our brother, kind and good.

Donkey:
“I”, said the donkey shaggy and brown, I carried his mother uphill and down.
I carried her safely to Bethlehem town, “I” said the donkey shaggy and brown.

Cow:
“I”, said the cow all white and red, I gave him my manger for his bed;
I gave him my hay to pillow his head, “I”, said the cow all white and red.

                                      



Sheep:
“I”, said the sheep with the curly horn, I gave him my wool for his blanket warm; 
He wore my coat on Christmas morn. “I”, said the sheep with curly horn.

Dove:
“I”, said the dove from the rafters high, I cooed him to sleep so he would not cry; 
We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I.  “I”, said the dove from the rafters high.

Camel:
“I” said the camel all yellow and black, Over the desert upon my back
I brought him a gift in the wise men’s pack, “I” said the camel all yellow and black.

All of the beasts, remembering it well, in the stable dark were proud to tell
Of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, the gifts they gave Emmanuel.

CHILDREN’S OFFERING    Beca Torres-Davenport
The congregation is invited to come down the center aisle with their tangible 
gifts for Peace Neighborhood Center.

*  HYMN 137                         He Came Down he came down
He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love;
Hallelujah forevermore.

Additional stanzas:
. . . that we may have light
. . . that we may have peace
. . . that we may have joy

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS  Rev. Sanderford
The Christmas Eve Offering will support two local living communities for special 
needs adults: Intentional Communities of Washtenaw and His Eye Is on the 
Sparrow. Envelopes are available in the pews for this offering. 

Hymn 133      O Come, All Ye Faithful   adeste fideles
    O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him . . .  Christ, the Lord!

Hymn 123            It Came Upon the Midnight Clear    carol                  
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
From heaven’s all gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Hymn 128                 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    w żlobie leży
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!



Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of the gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you! 

Hymn 119           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   mendelssohn
    Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King,

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS           Rev. Dr. Spalding

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

* CLOSING HYMN 134       Joy to the World!    antioch
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: Let earth receive her King:
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing. . . .

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. . . .  

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love. . . . 

* BENEDICTION  Rev. Ruhf

* POSTLUDE              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   J. S. Bach
                

Welcome to Worship! Please know that all, including guests and newcomers, are 
invited to share fully in the life and activities of this congregation. A full description of 
church events can always be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org.  

Leading worship are the Reverend Dr. Richard Spalding; the Reverends Melissa Anne 
Rogers, Jay Sanderford, and Amy Ruhf; and Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of 
Children’s Education and Family Ministry. Readers are Ava Westfall and Maverick 
Musser. Musical leadership includes Anna, Leina, and Hana Kaehr, instrumentalists; 
Children’s Choir, Kellie McInchak, Director; Andrew Frazier, soloist; Gayle Stevens, 
piano; Rev. Mark Mares, djembe; and Dr. Paul Haebig, organist. Sound Technician 
is Dallas Dort. Ushers are Bill Austin (head), Dick Carlisle (captain), Dave Gregorka, 
Megan Carlisle, Becky Donally, Spaulding Clark, Jim Cameron, Linda Cameron, Tim 
Dickinson, and Sebastian Dickinson. We give special thanks to Lead Usher Captain 
and Recruiter Paul Smith.
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