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(approved by the Mission Team on September 26, 2016) 

Mission Statement 

The Israel/Palestine Mission Team of First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor, MI, exists to bear 
witness to God’s compassion for the people of all religions and ethnicities in the Middle East, 
including those living in Israel and Palestine, the Holy Land where our Christian faith originated. 
Through the concrete efforts of our mission team, we make our witness manifest. 
We partner with many other supporting hands, which allows our witness to extend in meaningful 
ways from Ann Arbor and the United States to Israel and Palestine. 

The core values of our mission team are reflected in our long history of service as a mission 
team, and are aligned with the core values of the First Presbyterian Church Mission Re-Imagined 
effort: 
· Partnership
· Reconciliation
· Empowerment/Advocacy/Justice
· Service
· Sustainability/Self-Reliance

All work of our mission team is planned, implemented, and evaluated with reference to these 
core values. 

Goals 

Grounded in these core values, our mission team has goals for 2017-2019 that focus on the 
complex work of witnessing for God’s compassion in a multi-religion, multi-ethnic context: 
· Support the least powerful, most vulnerable, and most under-resourced peoples in the 

region, particularly in the area of education—to add our support for a just balance of 
power and resources and voice in the region;

· Support opportunities for relationship-building among all peoples—to add our support for 
reconciliation and peace among all peoples. 

Concrete Objectives (2017-2019) 
Where God calls us to focus our mission team efforts for the next three years 

Our goals and objectives are thoughtfully grounded in our core values and are carefully crafted 
to build on each other, such that each effort supports all the others. 

 



1. Maintain our strong partnership with the Pilgrims of Ibillin, and our direct involvement  
with the Mar Elias schools, which offer excellent educational opportunities open to all  
students in rural northern Israel, and in particular provide essential educational services to  
underserved Palestinian Christian and Muslim students;

2. Expand our involvement in the other mission programs that the Pilgrims of Ibillin support 
 in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza, which serve underserved populations in these areas;

3. Develop an on-going partnership with local Jewish and Christian congregations to  
support the Hand in Hand Schools for Jewish and Arab Education in Israel, recognizing  their 
uniqueness as bi-lingual, multi-religious, multi-ethnic schools in Israel;

4. Partner with other First Presbyterian Church members working on local refugee  
resettlement issues, with particular focus on refugees displaced by conflict in the Middle  East;

5. Continue our educational and advocacy programs, with additional emphasis on  
development and use of our spiritual resources; continue our participation in the  Israel- 
Palestine Mission Network (IPMN) of PCUSA and support for the PCUSA  mission co-
worker in the region.   

 


