
his or her fees waived, so go to our webpage and sign-up to 
help the Presbytery of Detroit host this special meeting, then 
attend a session or two and learn more about our denomina-
tion.  The sign up will be open until the Assembly opens on 
June 14.
 Finally, I did some extra study to prepare for a just- com-
pleted trip with a grand group of members of First Pres to sites 
important to Reformation history and the lives of four key 
theologians.  I shared a quote from one of the four (Luther, 
Calvin, Barth, and Bonhoeffer) with the group each day.  Here’s 
one from John Calvin for all of us to remember: “However 
many blessings we expect from God, 
His infinite liberality will always 
exceed our wishes and our thoughts.”
 Grace and peace,
      

  

 Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

 This is a big month for Presbyterians.  The General 
Assembly, our highest governing body, meets June 14 - 21 in 
Detroit.  This biennial event brings together commissioners 
elected by each of the presbyteries across the United States 
and Puerto Rico, along with hundreds of others: young 
adults, theological students, and ecumenical delegates, 
national staff, elected members of Presbyterian agencies, 
observers, and many volunteers.  I hope you are planning 
to go to Cobo Center to watch some of the meeting.  It is 
heart-warming to see the diversity of our church and fasci-
nating to watch decisions be made “decently and in order” 
by such a large number of people, operating under Robert’s 
Rules of Order!  I have gone to close to twenty of these 
national gatherings (until recently they were held annually).  
Before September 2001, everyone was free to come and 
go.  Now security concerns require the PCUSA to know 
who is present, so registration and the payment of a fee are 
required.  Anyone who volunteers – even for one shift – has 
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June 8 –  8:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall,   9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary,  No 11:00 service – Church Picnic 
June 15 - 22  –  8:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall,   9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
June 29 - August 3  –  8:00 & 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall ,  9:30 a.m. OUTSIDE WORSHIP
August 10  –  8:00 & 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall,  9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
August 17 - 31 – 8:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall,  9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

  Our fall worship schedule resumes on Sunday, September 7

Summer Worship Schedule Cut this out and put it on your refrigerator!



Volunteer to Help the General Assembly
Over 3,000 commissioners and attendees will gather at COBO Center, to debate issues and set policy for our 
denomination. Many hands and many smiling faces help accomplish a successful GA. Churches in the Presbytery 
provide volunteers to assist in a variety of ways. Training is provided.  Go to www.presbyteryofdetroit.org/COLA 
and click on the blue “Volunteer@GA” button to view the list of volunteer positions and to register. 

Sunday Lunch and Discussion with General Assembly Commissioners  
Commissioners from the GA will worship at First Pres on June 15 at the 11:00 a.m. service. After worship, the 
commissioners will stay for a special lunch with First Pres members. Volunteers are needed to eat and talk with the 
commissioners and to help set up, serve food, and clean up. The cost of the lunch is $10. If you are available to help 
with this event, either as a lunch participant or volunteer, sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/ga-
commissioner-luncheon-at-first-pres/ or contact Rev. Kristin Riegel at kriegel@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Abound in Hope: T2A2 Tackles the Issues of the Church June 1 - 29      
Sundays in June at 11:00 a.m., T2A2 (twenties and thirties) will dig into scripture and look at some of the issues 
coming up at GA.  How do we respond faithfully as Christians on these matters? What does hope look like in 
these situations? How can scripture give us some insight into fostering hope in our setting? Come to one or to as 
many classes as you can!  Note: There will be no class on June 8 so that all can attend the church picnic. Questions? 
Contact Lindsay, lconrad@firstpresbyterian.org.

The 221st GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMES TO DETROIT 
JUNE 14 - 21

Volunteers Needed 

The 221st General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Comes to Detroit 
COBO Center 

June 14—21, 2014 

 

Register to Volunteer 
www.presbyteryofdetroit.org/cola 

Or scan the qr-code for an easy link! 
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Congregational Life

The All-Church Retreat Rocked!
Thanks to those of you who took time out of a Spring weekend to join with us to sing, worship, and explore new activities. 
Coming together away from Ann Arbor afforded us time to be still with one another, solve clues with one another, and sing 
old camp songs around the fire. Some of us shared stories, drummed drums, brainstormed ways to work together within the 
church, learned about the story of Creation, tried fly fishing for the first time, and learned to see things all around us in a totally 
new way. It was a special time to be together made possible by your involvement. Here’s what some of you had to say, “Thank 
you for the extraordinary organization along with built-in flexibility.  I had a wonderful time.” “We want to thank everyone 
involved in planning the retreat. We had a wonderful time!” “My appreciation and congratulations to all the 
staff for all the planning and execution to do this. I hope that it was as rewarding to all the staff as it was to this 
attendee!”

BBQ, Inflatables, Live Animals, and a Rock Band! 
Be sure to save your spot at the June 8 all-church picnic! We’ll enjoy the delicious chicken and 
pork barbecue of Ann Arbor’s Satchel’s BBQ;  have giant inflatables for little kids as well as big 
ones; enjoy games for kids of all ages; and welcome the band Chief Blues Officers, featuring our 
own Dallas Dort. The Howell Nature Center will be on site with live animals, as well. The cost is 
$7 per person, maximum $25 per family. Sign up now at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/2014-allchurch-picnic-reservation-form/

Pick a Summer Sunday to Try Ushering
Our usher teams take a vacation in July and August from regular “team duty.”  Minimal training is needed for those willing to 
serve sometime this summer and learn the ropes. Veterans will be on hand to assist and support. If you’d be willing to serve 
as an usher for a service this summer (9:30 or 11), please complete this link: https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/sum-
mer-ushering-july-and-august-2014/
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Shhh!  It’s a Secret
It’s the First Pres’ best kept secret. After a disastrous flood in June of 2013, the First Pres Library 
is again up and running. If you ever wondered what a Parable means, wanted to find out what 
Presbyterians are up to today, were puzzled by a Biblical  passage, or wished to learn more about 
one of the founders of our faith, the First Pres Library is the place to go.  It’s the place to go for in-
formation and yes, reading for pleasure. Come right down.  The First Pres Library is always open, 
waiting for you.  It’s easy to find.  Just go past the Welcome Center on the 200 Level to the French 
Room at end of the hall. See you there!

Join the Stephen Ministers to Tour Arbor Hospice Residence
On Monday, June 9  at 7:00 p.m., Diane Smith, Chaplain, will lead a tour of Arbor Hospice and speak about their local hospice 
program. Arbor Hospice is located at 2366 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor. This tour is open to anyone who is interested.  Please 
contact Deanne Woodruff (DEWoodruff@att.net, or 761-1831) if you plan to attend, so we can reserve a space for you. 

Geraniums to Lift the Spirit - Take One, Share One!
The red geraniums filling the sanctuary on Sunday, June 8 (Pentecost) are a beautiful reminder of the joy and love that flows 
through the First Pres family. The Deacons are asking you to help them spread some of that joy!  Please take a geranium after 
the service and share it with someone you know who could use a lift.  Reach out to a neighbor, a friend, or someone who needs 
to know that we care. There will be cards to take with the geraniums to let the recipient know that someone at First Pres thinks 
they are special.

Contemporary Christian Issues
This group meets quarterly to discuss Christianity in today’s world, using the Christian spiritual journal, “Weavings.” The 
stories and essays in this journal resonate with our own experiences of faith. Join us on June 22 at 12:30 at the home of Nancy 
Oliver. Lunch is provided. The discussion will be on the edition, “Recovery of the Sight to the Blind.” To join the group, order 
the journal, or participate in the discussion, contact Nancy Oliver, nancyoli72@gmail.com.

Immature Ministries
At the end of April, Immature Ministries gathered at Sandy Talbott and Mark Lindley’s home. It was an evening full of laughter 
and fun. We played Sandy’s version of ‘Celebrity,’ which had our creative juices flowing and our memories being tested. It was 
a terrific way to come together and continue this new fellowship group of First Pres members and visitors.  We are hoping to 
gather together at the Ann Arbor Summer Festival in June. Be on the lookout for details in the church bulletin. After June, we 
will plan to catch up in late August or early September. 

Immature Ministries Gets Jazzy!
Immature Ministries (age 40 to 59+) is going to see our own First Pres chef, Christine Miller, performing a jazz concert on June 
16 at Lydia Mendelssohn Theater (Michigan League) at 7:30 p.m.. The concert is a benefit performance for the Arbor Opera 
Theater. Christine will sing  jazz classics with Brendan Asante,  a recent UM jazz graduate student, and will be accompanied by 
The Rick Burgess Trio (The Earle’s house band).  If  you are interested in going, contact Sandy Talbott at 
stalbott@firstpresbyterian.org as soon as possible.
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Meet our new members who joined on Sunday, May 11. Please watch for them at church and be sure to welcome them! 
Ellen Fosheim Brengle is not pictured.

Al Barber Joe and Karen Cox Joyce HamAbigail Grenke

Deborah Lewis (with husband Keith Smith) Cynthia and Rob VanRenterghem
with Hadley, Grace, Mac, and Vivian

Cassandra Webster

We Celebrate the Marriage of
Lisa Wolters and Joe Ruggeberg May 30, at First Pres 

Members Who Are Moving
John and Nancy Clark, to Harbor Springs 
 (and LaJolla, CA)
John and Jane Voorhorst, to Hammond, Louisiana

We Grieve the Death of
Kevin Collins, May 5
Karl Barscht,  May 6
Eva Kelley,  May 16
Lorrayne Mulder, June 2

Memorial Services
A memorial service for Lorrayne Mulder will be held Thurs-
day, June 5 at 3:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall.

A memorial service for Donald Bryant will be held Saturday, 
June 7 at 4:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary.  

A memorial service for Cereita Little will be held Saturday, 
June 21 at 2:00 p.m., in Monteith Hall. 

A memorial service for Alma Chand is being planned.

Transitions

Mature Ministries Summer Events and Trips 
Thursday, June 12, 12:00 p.m. Hilltoppers, “Forgiveness and Health” with Dr. Berit   
Ingersoll-Dayton. Come eat lunch and learn with us! Sign up in the Church Office. 
• Wednesday, June 25, Purple Rose and the Common Grill 
• Wednesday, July 9, Detroit Tigers v. Los Angeles Dodgers, Comerica Park
• Tuesday, August 12, The American Museum of Magic & Schuler’s in Marshall 

Interested? Contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Welcome New Members!
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High School Graduates  
Caroline Apley
Daughter of MariAnn and Dale
Attending Sewanee: The University 
of the South

Claire DeHaven Butz
Daughter of Heidi and Dave Butz
Attending the University of Michigan

Taylor Day
Daughter of Todd and Cheryl Day
Attending Saginaw Valley State University

Shari Jacobson
Daughter of Steve and Edit Jacobson
Attending Lake Forest College
Sports Medicine and Rehab

Josh King
Son of Chris and Cindy King
Attending University of Michigan  
School of Engineering

Matt Wilson
Son of Jennifer and Paul Wilson
Attending Purdue School of Engineering 

Undergraduate /Advanced Degrees

Lauren Baker  
B.A. Sports Management 
University of Michigan

Rebecca Barks 
B.A. Anthropology   
University of Michigan

Nicholas Blogin 
B.A. Biology
Hope College

Frank Bongiorno 
Master of Pastoral Studies 
Loyola University N.O.

Jack Butz  
B.A. English  
University of Michigan 

Rebecca Chen 
B.S. Nursing   
University of Michigan

Maggie Detmer 
B.S. Psychology   
Eastern Michigan University

Dana DiMaggio 
B.A. Political Science & Religious Studies 
Beloit College

Dr. Utibe Effiong 
Master of Public Health 
University of Michigan

Sarah Glinka Endicott 
Assoc., Nursing  
Washenaw Community College

Steven Engel
Ph.D. English and Education 
University of Michigan

Elizabeth Grim 
Master of Social Work
Master of Public Health  
University of Michigan

Marissa Kauchek  
B.A. Elementary Education 
University of Michigan 

Tim Keeler  
Master of Music
Choral Conducting 
University of Michigan

Ruth Kershaw  
B.A. Geography   
Macalester College

Graham Leslie
Honorably Discharged
U.S. Navy

Ainsley McCallister 
B.S. Movement Science  
University of Michigan

Dr. Alexandra McCubbrey 
Ph.D. Immunology 
University of Michigan

Katherine McKarns 
B.A. Music Therapy  
College of Wooster

Sara Kathleen Robinson 
B.A. German  
University of Michigan

Emily Steward  
B.A. Theatre   
Rollins College 

Elizabeth Swindle 
B.A. English   
University of Michigan

Dr. Andrew Vonberg 
Ph.D. Immunology  
University of Michigan

Mary Voorhorst 
B.A. English   
Depaul 

Hannah Walsh  
B.A. Psychology    
University of Michigan

Katherine Wendler 
M.A. School Psychology  
Wayne State University

Also celebrating these children  
and grandchildren of members:

Dr. Neil Anderson 
Ph.D. Romance Languages and
Literature 
University of North Carolina 
Parents: Sandy and David Anderson

Joel Brogan  
B.S. Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science 
Hope College 
Grandparents: 
Mary Kay and Jerry Gray

Victoria Anne Baney 
B.A. Japanese Studies 
Earlham College 
Grandparent: Helen Corey

Congratulations 2014 Graduates!
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Elizabeth Przybylski  Deatrick
B.A. English &
Environmental Studies 
Wesleyan University, Connecticut
Grandparent:  Don Deatrick

Jackson Doyle  
Master of Public and 
International Affairs 
University of Pittsburgh
Grandparent: Jane Klose

Emma Kelley  
B.S. Natural Resources  
University of Michigan 
Grandparent: Lois Jelneck

Katie Madigan  
Educational Specialist  
University of Virginia
Grandparent: Nelly Petrock

Samantha Voss 
B.A. Psychology 
Kalamazoo College 
Grandparents: Burt and Jackie Voss

Celebrating Young Life College & 
First Pres Campus Ministry 
Graduates

UM Undergraduates
Erin Bianco
Laura Donahue
Chelsea Evans
Samantha Fisher
Mike Gleba
Evan Hendershot
Samantha Herrell
Katerina Katsoulis

Ellyn Marmaduke
Jonathan McHenry
Megan Miller
Elizabeth Rich
Blake Sanford
Brennan Schiller
Emily Wagoner

UM Graduate Students 
Meredith Brenner
Brian Mejeur
Emily Richards

Israel Palestine Study Retreat is Saturday, June 7
Twenty years after First Pres partnered with Pilgrims of Ibillin, hope is thriving in the Mar Elias Schools. Come to “Planting 
Seeds for a Better Future in Israel/Palestine,” a study retreat sponsored by the Israel/Palestine Mission Team and learn how 
this remarkable institution is educating a new generation of peacemakers. Contact Rev. Kristin Riegel for more information, 
kriegel@firstpresbyterian.org. 

Provide Light to Others
Rev. Lindsay Conrad is collecting flashlights, flashlight batteries, and emergency candles for our brothers and sisters on the 
street. Drop off donations in her office and email her with questions at lconrad@firstpresbyterian.org. 

FIRST PRES SUPPORTS MISSION
One Great Hour of Sharing 
This Special Easter Offering collected $6,697  which was  donated to make disaster relief, refugee assistance, development aid 
and more around the world possible.

May Food Communion Sunday
The Washtenaw Community College Food Bank was given $719 (in addition to lots of food!) after the 
May Communion Food Sunday Collection. First Pres Mature Ministries hosted this drive and says 
a special thanks to Lois Jelneck and Gerry Leckrone for making sure the food got to the food bank. 
Thanks for your support!

Faith In Action
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Help First Pres Host the Russian Mission Network Conference 
The Russian Mission Network comes to First Pres, August 21-23. We will welcome 
three guest speakers, each one addressing the topic of the ways in which Russian 
Orthodoxy has shaped Russian culture as a whole. The speakers are Rev. Fr. Gregory 
Joyce is the Rector of St. Vladimir Russian Orthodox Church, Dr. John Burgess is a 
professor of Systematic Theology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and Dr. Laura 
Kline, is a senior lecturer in Russian at Wayne State University. The conference will 
include formal presentations from our speakers, informal roundtables and breakout 
sessions, a report from our own mission team who will have returned from Davydovo, 
Russia, and a congregational potluck dinner. Registration materials will be available 
online by mid-June, and volunteer opportunities abound. Please contact Linda Speck 
with questions or to volunteer: 677-0620 or aa3013@wayne.edu.

Haiti Medical Mission Team Returns to Haiti 
Three First Pres Haiti Medical Mission Team members traveled to Hopital Ste Croix (HSC), 
Leogane, Haiti on May 4-10, 2014 to work with our Haitian partners and perform surgery 
at the hospital.  Trip members included Lisa Kerr Johnson, PharmD, RN; Leader, Jim Hall, 
MD ObGyn surgeon, and Kyle Hall, RNP.  Our team of medical professionals was joined at 
HSC by Haitian doctors, nurses, and surgical personnel. The team provided medical care to 
more than 100 patients in clinics and the emergency room and performed more than a dozen 
surgeries. In addition, our First Pres team met with  HSC and FSIL Nursing School leaders, 
physicians, administrators, and nurses and renewed relationships with our Haitian counter-
parts. We treated chronic patients, clinic patients, and partnered with the Haitian doctors and 

nurses.  We provided support to the hospital, clinical instruction to nursing students, and mentored Haitian physicians.  Baby 
kits made by FPC Presbyterian Women were distributed to a new obstetrical area and midwife at HSC and some to Darbonne 
Health Center, where the majority of births occur.  Thank you to the members of the First Pres and mission committee for your 
continued donations, prayers, and support.                   – Lisa Kerr Johnson

Conference attendees in August 2009 at 
White Memorial Presbyterian Church in 

Raleigh, N.C.

Celebrate Pentecost!
Pentecost is Sunday, June 8. Help us celebrate by wearing red to worship!

Pentecost Offering – Investing in our Greatest Resource
The Pentecost Offering will be accepted during worship on Sunday, June 8. This special offering 
makes it possible for the church to encourage, develop, and support our young people and address 
the needs of at-risk children. A large portion of this offering impacts the lives of young people 
within our own community. By giving to this special offering we invest in the church’s greatest 
resource, our children, youth, and young adults. Look for special envelopes in the bulletin on June 
8, or send a donation to the Finance Office with “Pentecost Offering” written on the memo line.

We Need You for Outside Worship!
Volunteers are needed, a team of eight, for each of the six outdoor summer worship Sundays, to set-up and take-down chairs 
and small tables. Leaders have already volunteered to “direct traffic.”  We need you! Sign up for a team at  http://www.signup-
genius.com/go/4090C4FAAAF2DAA8-outdoor. Arrive at church at 8:00 a.m on the Sundays for which you have volunteered. 
Outdoor worship dates are Sundays, June 29 through August 3. 

Worship & Music
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We are Close to the Resident Minister Endowment Campaign Goal! 
 Just over a year ago we kicked off of the Resident Minister Endowment Campaign. $4.5 million or 
90% of our $5 million goal has been pledged or paid. We celebrate these highlights:

Upcoming Baptism Classes
First Pres holds a required class for all families who are anticipating a baptism. Contact Jennifer Sansbury at 734-662-4466, ext. 
343, to register. Upcoming classes are Sunday, June 22, 11:00 a.m., and Saturday, August 16, 9:00 a.m. 

Register Your Kids!
Register now for Summer Vacation Bible School, “Paul’s Travels – 49 A.D.,”  June 17-19, 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., and/or Camp 
Westminster, July 27-August 2. Contact Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org, 662-4466 for more information. 

Children & Families

Resident Minister Endowment Campaign

Summer Youth Events 
•   Please pray for our youth as they are away on the Colorado Mission Trip, July 4-12.

•  Art Fair Parking is July 16-19. Park at First Pres to support youth mission or volunteer 
to help out!   Contact Jim Monnett at jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org to learn more.

•  First Pres youth travel to North Carolina to experience the Montreat Youth Conference, July 19-26.

Youth Connection

Pipe Organ Encounter
First Pres has the honor of hosting the Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) sponsored by the Ann Arbor 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists Sunday, June 29 to Friday, July 4. POE is a one-week 
program to introduce high school pianists to pipe organs. Not only does it help talented youth 
discover the organ, it benefits churches in the long run, as there is a shortage of church organists in 
many communities. 

Resident Ministers Endowment Campaign Commitment
I/We wish to make a contribution to First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor’s ResidentMinistry Endowment.  

Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

Email______________________________________________________   Phone(s) _____________________________________________

 I/we hereby pledge/agree to contribute the sum of:  

$___________  Total (Gift or Pledge)

$___________  Payment Enclosed

$___________  Balance to be paid over a period of ____________________________ years

Payments on my/our pledge will be made beginning: ____/ ____/ ____  and will be made:

o Semi-Annually o Annually o Other (Dates): ______________________________________________________________________

o I/We wish to remain anonymous

o I/We wish my/our name(s) to be listed among the campaign of donors as follows:________________________________________

Signature(s):________________________________________________ Date: ____/ ____/ ____

Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and note the Resident Ministry Endowment Fund on the memo line.

First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible as prescribed by law.

First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor  1432 Washtenaw Avenue Ann Arbor, MI  48104

• 310 families have already contributed
• 100% of Session members have supported the endowment
• Support has come in many different forms, including stocks and other financial instruments, 

pledges, and multi-year commitments
• A long-time member donated her home!
• Several members made an initial gift and have come back to make another! 

 $500,000 is still needed to achieve the $5 million goal. A special effort is being made to reach out to the 
families who have not yet supported the campaign.  If you have not yet made a contribution to support the 
Residency Program please do so now! Your gift will allow this ministry to continue to enrich our congrega-
tion and help future ministers and will make our operating budget go further in supporting other minis-
tries. Thank you for your help on this campaign in support of this vital ministry!

The Campaign for Resident Ministry Endowment Committee
 Bill Brinkerhoff , Kathy Sample, Jim Clark, John Eman, Pat Tamblyn, Betsy Wilson, and Bob Harris     


