
coldest nights of the year.  Faith deepens as we acknowledge 
God’s working in our lives.  Faith strengthens as we give God 
gratitude for the awareness of God’s presence with us.  Faith is 
magnified when we know God’s peace in the midst of difficulty.
 February at First Pres provides many opportunities to 
deepen and strengthen your faith.  All four Sundays will have 
a special worship emphasis, we will have two services on Ash 
Wednesday, and, on Wednesday evenings beginning February 
25, we will offer a communal meal, followed by the opportunity 
to engage in study and reflection on the Psalm text to be used 
the next Sunday in worship. 
Faith is a rich blessing.  
 Let’s share it and grow it!

Grace and peace,
   
   
     
     
 Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

 The Letter to the Hebrews says, “Faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  The 
Foundations of Presbyterian Polity include the declaration, 
“There is an inseparable connection between faith and prac-
tice, truth and duty.”  Prolific Presbyterian author Frederick 
Buechner writes, “Faith is better understood as a verb than 
as a noun, as a process than as a possession.”  Each of these 
statements is true and each hits on a different facet of what 
faith is.  As Presbyterians we believe that faith is a gift of 
God.  We believe that the Holy Spirit stirs faith within us.  
We also believe that our faith is strengthened by gathering 
with one another for worship, study, service, and fellowship.
 A key role of First Pres is to nurture the faith of all those 
with whom we interact – whether it is through teaching 
young children “Jesus Loves Me,” allowing youth to put 
faith into practice through the construction of a church or a 
school in Central America, providing in-depth Bible studies 
for adults, or ministering to men who depend on First Pres 
and other Ann Arbor churches to be a sanctuary from the 
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Love Buzz....
Looking for a way to share the love this February? Purchase a 
bag of “Love Buzz” coffee to share with friends and loved ones.  
Your purchase of Fair Trade coffee at First Pres supports fair 
wages for coffee farmers and subsidizes First Pres’ commit-
ment to serving Fair Trade Coffee at all church events. Coffee 
will be sold on Sunday, February 1 during 
Coffee Hour. Coffee can also be purchased 
in the Church Office during business hours.

Hide and Seek 
Starting this month, our editors are hiding something 
in First Press! It might be a fake article or something 
unusual lurking in a picture. If you spot something out 
of place, email Mary Jones at mjones@firstpresbyterian.
org by the 10th of each month. Correct submissions go 
into a drawing on the February 15 for a free dinner at 
Wednesday 2:42 or Lenten Suppers. (There was some-
thing hidden in the January edition… did you spot it?)
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Lenten Opportunities

ASH WEDNESDAY - Lent Begins February 18
Two Opportunities for Worship

Ash Wednesday Family Service - 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
This service is especially designed to include the whole family and 
will include the imposition of ashes, communion (with family-wel-
coming communion liturgy), and the musical leadership of a Youth 
Choir ensemble and the Children’s Choir. 
Contemplative Taizé Service - 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Come for prayer, scripture, silent reflection, imposition of ashes, 
Holy Communion, and music from the Ecumenical Community of Taizé, France. 

Ash Wednesday Dinner
6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall

Come eat dinner after the 5:00 p.m. worship service, or before the 7:30 worship service. The cost 
is $6 per person. Make a reservation by February 15. Call the Church Office at 662-4466 or visit 
www.firstpresbyterian.org.

The Lenten Experience: Ponder the Psalms
Beginning Ash Wednesday, in coordination with Dr. Fair’s preaching texts for Lent, each week of this holy season will focus 
on a theme and a Psalm. In addition, the Lenten Daily Email Devotional, written by members and friends of First Pres, will 
focus on these same texts. (Sign up by for Lenten Devotionals by contacting Lisa Haddrill at lhaddrill@firstpresbyterian.org.)  
The schedule is as follows:

February 22 - February 28 ...Self-examination, Psalm 38
March 1 - March 7  ................Sin, Psalm 32
March 8 - March 14  ..............Repentance, Psalm 51
March 15 - March 21 .............Mercy and Forgiveness, Psalm 130
March 22 - March 28 .............Trust and Confessing our Faith, Psalm 40
March 29 - April 4 ..................Passion and Suffering, Psalm 118

Wednesday Evenings: Lenten Suppers and Study Groups
Two Psalm Study Group Times – 5:15 to 6:00 p.m. and 6:40 to 7:30 p.m.
 On Wednesday evenings in Lent, join us for Lenten Suppers and Psalm Study. Come for a soup, salad, and bread 
dinner (with special food for kiddos) at 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.  From 6:40 - 7:30 p.m., take your dessert to an assigned 
room for a small group discussion about the Psalm of the week. Prefer an early evening? There is an “early bird” Psalm 
study group scheduled for 5:15 to 6:00 p.m. for those that wish to attend earlier.  A pastor will lead your discussion group, 
which will focus on scriptural study and deepening fellowship. The psalm and topic we will discuss will be the focus of the 
next Sunday’s sermon. Children’s activities will be held during the discussion time. The program is $6 each Wednesday, or 
$30 for the five-part series. Families pay no more than $100 total. 
 All who attend  dinner are encouraged to participate in a discussion group. If you usually come only for the meal, this 
will add only a half-hour on to your evening, and the spiritual discipline of psalm study during Lent will enhance the season 
and deepen your faith. Please register ahead of time as you will be assigned to a discussion group. Note: Children’s choir 
rehearsals proceed as normal at 5:15 p.m.
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Joseph’s brothers bring his 
coat to Jacob

Adam and Eve in  
the  Garden of Eden

Moses  Parts the Red Sea Zaccheus the Tax Collector

February Is a Month of Music at First Pres
Princeton Theological Seminary Comes to First Pres
Dr. Craig Barnes, President of Princeton Theological Seminary, will be our guest preacher for the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services on Sunday, February 1. The Princeton Theological Seminary Choir, under the direction of Dr. Martin Tel, will provide 
much of the musical leadership for worship.  What an exciting Sunday for First Pres!

 Worship & Music

Lenten Email Devotional
Sign up  for the email devotional! It’s written by members of all ages, pastors, retired ministers, families, Stephen Ministers, 
elders, and more! Each day provides a short reflection and prayer on a part of the week’s selected Psalm. To sign up, email 
Lisa Haddrill at lhaddrill@firstpresbyterian.org. Large print copies of the collected Lenten devotionals will be available 
outside the Church Office, beginning Ash Wednesday, for those who do not use email. 

Lent Madness Is Back!
Sundays February 22 - April 5

It’s time for LENT MADNESS. It’s like basketball’s March Madness, but has to do with people who are 
saints in the church. Join us on the following Sundays and let the fun begin! (Learn more at www.lent-
madness.org.) Scorecards are $2. Email Lindsay at lconrad@firstpresbyterian.org for locations and more 
information. The meeting schedule is:
 Sunday, February 22 at Noon for Brunch
 Sunday, March 8 at Noon for Brunch   
 Sunday, March 22 at Noon for Brunch   
 Sunday, April 5 at 5:00 p.m.  for an Easter Potluck Dinner Finale 

Peeps and Pizza Fair
Saturday, March 21   11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Social Hall

Do you remember when you were a kid in elementary school and your teacher had you create a shoe box diorama to illus-
trate some event in history?  The Peeps Fair is based on the same idea. Team up with family and friends and create your 
own Bible story shoe box diorama using those crazy marshmallow Peeps. A pizza lunch will be provided to sustain your 
creative mind! The dioramas will be on display on Sunday morning March 22 for all to see.

How the Peeps Fair Will Work
• Sign up for the pizza lunch by emailing Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466. Lunch is $5.
• Gather friends and family and pick out your favorite Bible story. 
• Plan out how you might recreate it as a diorama using Peeps and other materials. 
• Come to First Pres on March 21. We supply the Peeps, shoe boxes, tables, construction paper, scissors, and glue.

Do you want to use gummy worms, fabric, plant material, your own shoe box? Bring them with you on on March 21. 
Peeps Dioramas from 2014

The Good Shepherd
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Congregational Life

Singing with Alice Parker!
February 5 - 8 
Alice Parker, outstanding choral composer, conductor, and teacher, shares her gifts with our congregation and area musicians. 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal   Thursday, February 5, 7:00 p.m.   
The Chancel Choir rehearses music composed by Alice Parker.

Singing from Glory to God Friday, February 6, 11:00 a.m.   
Sing  from our new hymnbook in Monteith Hall. Join us for lunch ($6) at 
12:15 p.m. in the Social Hall.  Reserve your spot for lunch in the Church Office 
or at www.firstpresbyterian.org.

Community SING  Friday, February 6, 7:00 p.m.   
Unaccompanied audience singing led by Alice Parker.

Open Rehearsal Saturday, February 7, 10:00 a.m. 
Alice Parker conducts an open rehearsal for church and choral musicians.

“Singing the Faith”  Sunday, February 8, 9:30 a.m.   
Worship with unaccompanied congregational singing led by Alice Parker.

Schoenstein Competition in the Art of Organ Accompaniment - February 25
 University of Michigan Organ and Sacred Music majors are participating in the Schoenstein Competition in the Art of 
Organ Accompaniment, co-sponsored by UM and our congregation. The competition will take place in the Sanctuary on 
Wednesday, February 25. Events of the competition include accompanying a soloist, accompanying a congregation in hymns 
from two different styles, and accompanying a choir with an anthem. Singers from our Chancel Choir will be assisting. The first 
round (congregational singing and accompanying a soloist) will take place at 3:30 p.m. Audience, participants and judges are 
invited to come down for our congregation’s Wednesday dinner at 6:00 p.m. The second round (accompanying the choir for 
two anthems) will resume at 7:00 p.m. There will be about eight competitors, all 
from UM. Three judges from outside of Ann Arbor will adjudicate. You are invited 
to observe, for free, any of this competition. Join us for our Wednesday dinner by 
making a reservation with Tom Granum, tgranum@firstpresbyterian.org. 
 Schoenstein & Co., organ builders, from San Francisco, installed First Pres’ 
pipe organ. The company president, Jack Bethards, is generously donating cash 
prizes of $1,000 and $500 to encourage the development of skills needed by church 
organists. We have one of the finest organs in Michigan and it’s exciting to share 
this instrument with others, especially as we help educate and encourage future 
church musicians.

All events are free.
Interested in more opportunities to sing 

and study with Alice Parker? 
  Contact Tom Granum, 

at tgranum@firstpresbyterian.org

Annual Photo Workshop
 Are you a professional photographer or do you simply like taking pictures?  All are welcome to 
attend the annual Photo Workshop on Saturday, February 14, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, in the Lewis 
Room. The discussion topic is sorting and saving your photos. 
 Attenders, young and old, may (not required) send two or three images of the same subject 
to Mary Lynn Thomson at marylynnthomson@gmail.com by February 7.  Selected images will be 
viewed and the audience will have the opportunity to discuss what they like about the photos and 
why. Also, save the dates for the Spring Photo Show — May 10 - May 31, in our Social Hall. 
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Quad C Brunch Potluck
Please join other members of Quad C (those who live in the 48103 zip code) and 
their families and friends for the annual Quad C potluck brunch on Sunday, Febru-
ary 22.  The festivities will begin at noon in the Social Hall immediately following 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  Quad C deacons will be contacting their Chapel 
members to invite you to attend and to ask you to bring either a salad or a vegetable 
dish, fruit or dessert.  The deacons will supply main dish casseroles.  Please join us 
to meet your fellow Chapel members, get to know your deacon and to share fun, 
fellowship and a delicious meal.  For more information contact Polly Pan, Quad C 
Leader, at ppan3650@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Sign Up Now for your Church Directory Photo                   

It’s been almost five years since First Pres produced the last photo directory. Soon, however, we will have a new one! We have 
one more week of photo taking (with Lifetouch) scheduled for Wednesday, April 29 to Saturday May 2. If you have not yet 
had your photo taken for the new directory, please sign up for a session at www.firstpresbyterian.org. Please do this soon so 
that we can determine if and how many extra photo shoot days we will need to schedule to get an appointment  for everyone 
who would like to be in the photo directory which will be published and distributed in September.  We look forward to having 
everyone take part in this helpful communication tool for our congregation. 

Tell Me More about This Church!
Join Rev. Dr. Fairfax Fair for an hour-long conversation on Sunday, February 8, at 12:15 p.m. in the Vance Room. What do you 
want to know? She’ll tackle all your questions and get to know you better. Lunch is provided, and reservations are required. Call 
the Church Office or email Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. Childcare is available upon request.

“I’ll Be Me” at the Michigan Theater
Come with us to see this moving movie! The winner of multiple awards, this 
movie is about Glen Campbell, whose music is legendary, but whose Alz-
heimers disease is very human.  The movie will be shown at 7:00 p.m., on 
Sunday, February 8, and tickets are free. This will sell out, so First Pres has re-
served 10 tickets. To sign up, contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.
org. This event is presented by Glacier Hills, Evangelical Homes of Michigan, 
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan, United Methodist Retirement Communi-
ties, Gilbert Residence, Silver Maples, and the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Baptism Class
Are you planning on having your child baptized at First Pres? Are you considering being baptized yourself?  Sign up for the 
next Baptism class on February 8 at 11:00 a.m. in Vance Room. The class will be led by Rev. Lal Rodawla.  The class is required 
for those who wish to present a child for baptism. Contact the Church Office, 662-4466, to register.

Stephen Ministry Upcoming Continuing Education Events
All are welcome to attend these continuing education classes held on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Monteith Hall.

February 9 - Blended Family Dynamics
Presented by Julie Boyd and Kathleen Jennings, family therapists from Samaritan Counseling of Ann Arbor.

March 9 - Learning the Dementia Dance 
Becky Jungkuntz and, her father, Pastor Ted Jungkuntz, of St Luke Lutheran Church, A2, discuss how to live with  and love 
a person with dementia based on real-life experience. 
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First Pres Welcomes Dr. Anne Curzan @ Hilltoppers
Txtng, Teaching, and the Future of the English Language

On Thursday, February 12, join us at Noon in the Social Hall for an engaging presentation by Dr. 
Anne Curzan, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of English at the University of Michigan. Professor 
Curzan can be found talking about language, in the column “Talking About Words” in Michigan 
Today, and on the segment “That’s What They Say” on Michigan Radio. Sign up in the Church 
Office. The cost is $5, and includes a hot lunch by Chef Christine. All ages welcome!

The Healthy Church
How to Walk on Ice
Michigan winters mean icy sidewalks, driveways and parking lots. Take a look at this handy guide that gives pointers on     
walking safely on ice. © 2014 Tablet Infographics

New Mission Initiative Discussed February 18
Learn about the “New Mission Initiative of First Pres” from Virginia Bell at the Presbyterian Women 
Gathering on Wednesday, February 18.  The program is at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch in the Social 
Hall. Come at 9:30 a.m. to join the Bible Study. Newcomers are welcome at all PW Events. 

Other PW Events:

• The Women’s Reading Group will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25 at the home of Pat 
Price.   

• Women’s Evening Bible Study will meet on Monday, February 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the Curtis Room. 

Opportunities for Women
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Communion Workshop
A Communion workshop will be held on Sunday, February 15, at 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall. The 
workshop is designed to help families understand the Sacrament of Communion and how it is cele-
brated in worship.  “Exploring the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper” is the Milestone for our kinder-
garteners. Sign up by contacting Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstprebyterian.org, or call the Church 
Office at 662-4466.

Camp Westminster Beckons
Are you beginning to put your summer plans into place?  Camp Westminster is our church’s sleep away camp for current 2nd 
graders through current 8th graders.  Our week of camp takes place July 26 – August 1 at Camp Westminster on beautiful Hig-
gins Lake in Northern Michigan.  Camp Westminster is a traditional camp experience, with swimming, boating, archery, soccer, 
arts and crafts, singing, campfires, and more. Older campers who have completed grade six through grade eight will also have a 
canoe trip on the AuSable River. First Pres kids are joined by campers from First Presbyterian Church of Northville.  Staff from 
our church assist the Camp Westminster staff in running the weeklong program. Questions?  Check out our church website or 
ask Debbie MacVey dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or Jim Monnet jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org. Need incentive?  Here’s what 
some of our alumni campers have to say about Camp Westminster: “Camp Westminster means one whole week of fun and new 
friends.” “Before this camp,  I never felt this close to God.” “I liked the camp store. I especially liked my friends!” 

Children & Families

Campus Ministry  -- Spring Break Trips Are Coming!
Our college students will travel soon on mission and discipleship trips. Please pray for them from Feb-
ruary 27 to March 6.  
      Dominican Republic  -  In partnership with Young Life College, this trip continues a vital part-
nership with Vida Joven at the Pico Escondido camp near Jarabacoa, Dominican Republic. Students 
participate in construction projects for the camp, which hundreds of Dominican children, youth, and 
young adults attend each summer.   

 Kentuckiana  - This is a new mission and service trip to Kentuckiana, the metro Louisville area along the border of 
Indiana and Kentucky.  Students will stay at St. John United Presbyterian Church in 
New Albany, Indiana, a church that is surrounded by a neighborhood where many 
children and their families live in poverty. The church has a strong ministry with the 
children in the neighborhood, and they built a family life center in 2002 to host after 
school programs for these children. Our students will work with these children and 
also spend time in Louisville.
 Colorado - A discipleship retreat will be held in Colorado where students will 
ski, build relationships with one another, and have conversations of faith together.

Campus Connection
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Suds and Sheets – A Cass Community Mission Project
February 1 to March 1

Cass Community Social Services has expressed a need for household items, including laundry detergent and 
paper towels.  Laundry detergent is provided to people who are not able to afford it though the agency’s differ-
ent programs.  The paper towels are a necessity for running the programs. We will be collecting donations of 
laundry detergent and paper towels from February 1 to March 1 for Cass. Our goal is to collect 500 rolls of paper 
towels and 50 containers of laundry detergent. Look for the donation basket at the Welcome Center.

Our Mission Co-Workers – The Ludwigs
The January 2015 First Press introduced you to Rev. Michael and Rachel Ludwig. Here is a recent letter from Michael and Rachel.
To our wonderful supporters,

      Hello from Sunny Niger! We are so happy to be part of what God has called you to do in the world 
and very grateful for the gifts and support you’ve shared with us! We’re thinking of you as your leaves 
are changing, your weather is getting frigid, and the snow threatens to come. Here it still feels like the 
middle of July. 
      Our kids are studying about leaves this week. We as a family are learning lots of new things and 
words just to do normal things and to interact with our neighbors. Many of the people in our neigh-
borhood don’t have running water, but we found a big water tank for our house so that we can store 
water at the times when the city turns the water flow on. Right now we’re trying to figure out the best 

system for opening it at the right times to collect water and also when we can share that water with others and still not run out 
before the end of the day! 
 We appreciate your care and prayers and we pray for God’s peace for you in your day to day living!
Opportunities for Prayer – Here’s how you can be praying with us this month:
• Thanksgiving for continued health and friends to help us
• For making connections with the right leaders for productive work in theological education and evangelism 
• For wisdom and guiding of the Spirit to help these leaders making tough decisions
• For the transition process with our guards’ families
• For helpful relationships for our children and all of our language learning practice

Grace and Peace,
Michael &  Rachel Ludwig  and children

Blankets Offering: Comfort in Times of Crisis
Church World Service Blanket Offering helps families around the world recover from disasters 
and displacement and build viable, sustainable lives and communities. Support for this offering 
provides blankets for individuals in homeless shelters and warming centers in dangerously cold 
weather and after disasters like Hurricane Sandy. This offering helps provide primary health 
care for displaced families in places such as Sudan, Pakistan, and Nicaragua, and provides mi-
cro loans and training, allowing families to build hope for the future. Look for special envelopes 
in the bulletin on February 22, or send a donation to the office with Blankets in the memo line.

House of Faith 2015
Our annual Habitat Project will start April 9 and run through May.  The home is located in the Gault 
Village area, at 1301 Shirley, in Ypsilanti Township.  The house is in rough shape, but has an excellent 
floor plan with a full basement and two-car garage.  It will be a beautiful home when we are finished. 
Sign up for work days and/or lunches will take place during March.  We will work Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday of each week.  To be sure you are on the Habitat email list, contact Don Redding, dred-
ding58@yahoo.com

Faith in Action
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Adult Education

Food and Justice
NEW! Interfaith Book Study Now Forming   
You are invited to join a new book group that will meet twice in March to discuss Faith in Food, a book 
that explores the connections between food and faith in different religions. On March 19, we’ll gather 
with friends from different faith traditions to engage in interfaith dialogue at the Ann Arbor District  
Library, Downtown. Are you interested in participating in this interfaith book study?  To join, contact 
Rev. Kristin Riegel at kriegel@firstpresbyterian.org.

Food Justice Bus Tour to Detroit
February 11, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Travel by bus on this interfaith excursion to Detroit to learn from and hear about the work of several food justice organizations 
in Detroit.  Bus will depart from Ann Arbor at 9:00 a.m. and will return to Ann Arbor at 3:00 p.m. We will make three stops and 
have lunch at ROC - COLORS restaurant at 11:30 a.m. Price of ticket includes transportation to/from Detroit, all tour fees, lunch 
and a snack ($35 student/senior; Regular Price: $40). To register, contact Rev. Kristin Riegel at kriegel@firstpresbyterian.org.

Sundays @ 9:30 A.M. 
The Bible @ 9:30 
The class, led by Rev. Ed Koster,  continues the study of Ecclesiastes and meets in the Founders Room. 
First Couples

This group offers spiritual growth, learning, fellowship and support for couples and 
individuals and meets in Monteith Hall.
February 1       Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Faith
First Couples will complete this series.
February 8 -22      God Is Not Dead
Watch and discuss the film series, “God Is Not Dead,” a debate between an atheist 
professor/philosopher, and a resourceful young college student. 

Adult Education on Sundays @ 11:00 A.M.
Exploring the Faith (Monteith Hall) 

February 1, 8, 15  Elijah: The Prophet’s Story and the Story of Mendelsohn’s Epic Oratorio 
The Biblical story of the prophet Elijah and Mendelsohn’s rich oratorio will be the focus of the class in preparation for a 
February 14 performance of Elijah at Hill Auditorium.   Classes include Wally Schmeichel on Elijah – The Biblical Prophet 
and a class on Elijah, the oratorio by Mendelshohn.  

February 22  Religion, Violence, and Terrorism
Exploring current topics in the news and on our minds.  A conversation about developing tensions in world religions, ter-
rorism, and violence led by Rev. Jay Sanderford

T2A2 20’s & 30’s of Ann Arbor 
T2A2 are young adults and graduate students gathered in the wideness 
of God’s love.

First Monday of the Month - Faith on Tap
T2A2 continues to meet for Faith on Tap and will gather for Lent Madness 
again this year. Find out more by emailing Rev Lindsay Conrad at 
lconrad@firstpresbyterian.org to get on the email list for updates and join the 
fun in the life of this faith-filled group of people!


