
Welcome to all! A special welcome to guests and newcomers. Let us know of your 
presence by signing the red pad which is at the end of each pew. Please introduce 
yourself to a minister after the service.

PRELUDE                           Carols of the Season      
                                              Instrumental Ensemble 

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Listen, children of God, the Lord shall give you a sign:   
 a bright star shall be made to shine over Bethlehem,   
 marking the place where a virgin shall bring forth a child, 
 the very Son of God.
All:   His name shall be called Emmanuel, Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
One: Come, children of God, come and follow the star to Bethlehem. 
 Come and adore Christ the newborn King. 
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HYMN                            O Little Town of Bethlehem                              
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

READING          God’s Promise Told to Mary and Joseph              

HYMN                 Come, Thou  Long-Expected Jesus               
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

READING           The Journey of Mary and Joseph                           
                                                 
ANTHEM                                   A Winter Night  John Erickson

A winter night, a star so bright,
The sky is filled with heav’nly light.
Sing Noel, Noel, Noel. Sing Noel, Alleluia!

A winter night, a Babe is born,
The night is turned to brightest morn. . . .

A winter night, a stable bare,
But Mary cares for Jesus there. . . .

A winter night, the shepherds hear
The sound of angels bright and clear. . . .

A winter night, the angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King. . . !

 
READING                      The Birth of Jesus   

HYMN                   Silent Night, Holy Night                            
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

READING            The Angels Appear to the Shepherds                



HYMN             Angels We Have Heard on High                                     
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

                                     
READING      The Shepherds Come to the Manger               

HYMN                                   Away in a Manger   
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.   
                 

READING            The Shepherds Tell of the Birth of Jesus               

HYMN                        The First Nowell                                              
The first Nowell the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

READING                     The Visit of the Magi       
                               
ANTHEM                     Hodie Christus Natus Est              Michael Bedford 

Hodie Christus natus est! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Today Christ is born! Glory to God in the highest! 
Alleluia!

The angels sang to the shepherds three, 
as they knelt on bended knee,
“Christ is born this holy morn! 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see!”

The shepherds left the hillside bare,
traveled over the meadows fair, 
till in awe the Child they saw, 
lying in a manger there.  



Then may we, with joyful call, 
carry the news outside this hall; 
thus we’ll share, everywhere, 
God’s great gift to one and all.  

HYMN               Good Christian Friends, Rejoice          
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul, and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS
The children are invited to come down the center aisle with their gifts while 
the ushers receive the offering. Undesignated gifts will go to the ministries of 
First Presbyterian Church. Gifts for Haiti should be marked “Haiti.” 

HYMN                  O Come, All Ye Faithful                              
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him . . .  Christ, the Lord!

HYMN           It Came Upon a Midnight Clear                            
It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heaven’s all gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

HYMN              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                   
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS                                                                  Rev. Dr. Fair

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

May we, like those three shepherds poor, 
come, the Christ Child to adore; 
may we here, every year, 
worship within the church’s door.



CLOSING HYMN          Joy to the World!                                   
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: Let earth receive her King:
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing. . . .

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. . . .  

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love. . . . 

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and large print 
bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including guests and newcomers, are invited to 
share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may be found online 
at www.firstpresbyterian.org.

The children’s gifts of socks and underwear will be distributed through the House by 
the Side of the Road, an organization that offers adult and children’s clothing and small 
household items to clients referred by a church or a social worker. 

The 2016 Christmas Eve offering will provide clean water and safe, sturdy housing 
to Haitians after Hurricane Matthew devastated Haiti last October. Gifts will be 
divided equally between Living Waters for the World, a Presbyterian mission project 
that helps small communities build water systems to supply clean water, and The 
Building Goodness Foundation’s Rapid Re-Housing Project for families who lost their 
homes. Please mark your check or envelope “Haiti” to support this effort. If you wish 
to direct your offering toward your tithe or pledge, please indicate “church” on your 
check or envelope. 

Leading worship are the Rev. Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor/Head of Staff, and Deborah 
MacVey, Director of Children’s Education and Family Ministries. 

Ushers are Bill Austin (head), Dick Carlisle (captain), Kay Fuller, Dean Gilchrist, Beth 
Sanderford, Keith Molin, Dave Gregorka, and Jim Monnett.

Musicians providing worship leadership for this service include Children’s Choir, 
Doris Granum, director; and Gayle Stevens, piano.

This evening’s services include Candlelight Services of Lessons and Carols at 5:00 
and 7:00 p.m., and a Candlelight Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. Childcare will 
be provided at the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. services. Preludes – Rutter’s Gloria – for these 
services begin at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, we 
have one service at 10:00 a.m. and New Year’s Day,  Sunday, January 1, we have one 
service at 10:00 a.m.     

The church building will be closed December 26 and January 2.
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