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VOLUNTARY     Carols of the Season
Instrumental Ensemble

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:	 Listen, children of God, the Lord shall give you a sign: 			 
	 a bright star shall be made to shine over Bethlehem, 			 
	 marking the place where a virgin shall bring forth a child, 
	 the very Son of God.
People: 	 His name shall be called Emmanuel, Wonderful 	Counselor, 
	 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Leader:	 Come, children of God, come and follow the star to Bethlehem. 
	 Come and adore Christ the newborn King.
  
HYMN 44  O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                  St. Louis

READING  God’s Promise Told to Mary and Joseph    	           Luke 1:26-38
Matthew 1:18-25 (adapted)
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The Poinsettias 
that decorate the chancel on December 16, 23, and on 
Christmas Eve are given in memory or in honor of a loved 
one or family member.  Following worship, the poinsettias 
will be delivered by the deacons to our shut-ins, those who 
are ill, and those who are grieving.
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Leading Worship are The Reverend Dr. Fairfax F. Fair and Deborah 
MacVey, Director of Children’s Education and Family Ministries.
The organist is Carol Muehlig.
The Alleluia conductor is Grace Jones.
The Hosanna Choir conductor is Meredyth Jones.
The instrumental ensemble is composed of members and friends of the 
Presbyterian Orchestra.        
The children’s gifts  of socks and underwear will be distributed through the 
House by the Side of the Road.
The 2011 Christmas Eve offering will be donated to the Peace 
Neighborhood Center.  Peace serves families and individuals by providing after-
school programs and meals, and a summer day camp for kids, and job training and 
counseling services for individuals and families.  Please support it by donating to 
the Christmas Eve offering.  
Worship services today: A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 
with the Chancel Choir and Presbyterian Brass Quartet will be held at 5:00 and 
7:30 p.m., and at 11:00, a Candelight Communion service with the Chancel 
Choir and Presbyterian Brass Quartet will also be held. 
Christmas and New Year’s Day worship services:
On Sundays, December 25 and January 1, there will be one family worship service at 
10:00 a.m. only. Children are encouraged to worship with their parents; childcare will 
be available for the youngest children only. 
The church building will be closed on Monday, December 26, and 
Monday, January 2. Note: Rotating Shelter will begin at 8:00 p.m. on January 2. 
Interested in becoming a member of First Pres? The next 
New Member Class will be held Sundays, January 29 and February 5, at 11:00 
a.m. Contact Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers at (734) 662-4466, ext. 390, or mrogers@
firstpresbyterian.org, for more information.
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OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS
The children are invited to come forward with their gifts while the ushers receive the offering.

HYMN 41      O Come, All Ye Faithful                            	                                 Adeste Fideles
Verses 1 and 2

HYMN 38      It Came Upon A Midnight Clear     		         	               Carol
Verses 1 and 2

HYMN 31      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing     	       	                Mendelssohn
Verses 1 and 3

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN 40    Joy to the World!                                  		           Antioch
Verses 1, 3 and 4

BENEDICTION

VOLUNTARY    A Carol of Bethlehem

HYMN 1     Come, Thou  Long-Expected Jesus		                           Stuttgart       
Verses 1 and 2

READING  The Journey of Mary and Joseph       Luke 2:1-5

READING  The Birth of Jesus       Luke 2:6-7

ANTHEM    Away in a Manger				                Cradle Song  
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet 
head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus, 
asleep on the hay.  The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes,  but little Lord 
Jesus, no crying He makes.  I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and 
stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Alleluia Choir

HYMN 60     Silent Night, Holy Night     			                   Stille Nacht
Verses 1 and 4

READING  The Angels Appear to the Shepherds       Luke 2:8-14

HYMN 23     Angels We Have Heard on High                             		          Gloria

READING  The Shepherds Come to the Manger        Luke 2:15-16

ANTHEM     A Jubilant Gloria	                      	           Mary Lynn Lightfoot              
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax, Et in terra pax 
hominibus. Hosanna Deo,  alleluia!  Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 
glorificamus te.  Tu solus sanctus. Tu solus Altissimus.  Cum Sancto Spiritu, dona 
nobis pacem. Gloria. Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Hosanna Choir

READING  The Shepherds Tell of the Birth of Jesus       Luke 2:17-20

HYMN 56  The First Nowell                                  	                        The First Nowell
Verses 1 and 2

READING  The Visit of the Magi       Matthew 2:1-11

ANTHEM    O Joyful Children			                Lee Holdridge
O joyful children, bring white winter roses with bright burning candles to wel-
come the Lord. O joyful children, bring rings of white berries and white winter 
roses and green holly boughs. Our hearts were sleeping, the cold winter storm is 
gone. The night is done. The world is dressed in silver light. Morning has come. O 
joyful children, bring white winter roses with bright burning candles to welcome 
the Lord. O joyful children, bring flowers around him. The spring is a-coming, 
the sun is arising, the earth is a-singing. It’s Christmas morn. Christ is born.
			   Hosanna Choir

HYMN 46        On This Day Earth Shall Ring      	                       Personent Hodie
Verses 1 and 4


