
The First Presbyterian Church
Ann Arbor, Michigan
November 22, 2009

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP                               8:00, 9:30 and 11:00  a.m.

GATHERING

(9:30/11:00) VOLUNTARY       Variations on a Theme by Haydn
			            by Johannes Brahms, arranged by John Whitney

Presbyterian Orchestra
                         	
LIFE IN THE CHURCH				          
Please sign the Friendship Book in each pew near the center aisle and pass it along 
your pew or to others sitting nearby. As it returns, note with whom you worship 
so that you may greet each other after the service.

*Call to Worship				             
One: 	 God is the giver of every good we know.
All: 	 We come to offer God our thanks and praise.
One: 	 God blesses us with light and life and love.
All: 	 We come seeking to walk in God’s light, 
	 to live the Christ-like life, 
	 and to love courageously and generously.
One: 	 God is here to receive us fully.
All: 	 We come to give all that we are to the kingdom of God.
One: 	 Let us worship God. 

*Hymn 551    Come, Ye Thankful People, Come    St. George’s Windsor

*Prayer of Confession
Bright shining, grace-full God, we are humbled by your unending love 
for us. For running away from that love and thinking we can find a bet-
ter way of life; for fearing those different from us and projecting onto 
them what we cannot accept about ourselves; for misusing the earth and 
failing to celebrate our relationship with the creation; for not noticing 
your presence in darkness as in light, in body as in spirit, in feeling as 
in thought, in hurt as in healing, forgive us. Set us free to love You in 
every season of life, each other in all our complexity, the stranger who 
bears us unexpected gifts, the earth on which our life depends. We pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WELCOME TO ALL, especially visitors and newcomers to Ann Arbor. 
Let us know of your presence by completing the pew card. Please know 
you are invited to share in all activities of the church. A full description of 
church events may be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. 
Our mission is to grow spiritually as disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, 

fellowship, mission, learning, and prayer. We commit ourselves,
 in all we say and do, to demonstrate God’s grace and love. 



KYRIE 
(8:00) #572 in the Hymnal     Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.

(9:30/11:00) #573 in the Hymnal      Lord, Have Mercy
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS	
One:  	 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sky.
All:  	 There’s a depth in God’s mercy like the depth of the sea.
One:  	 As God raised Jesus from death, 
		  so God will raise us from our lostness.
All:  	F or the love of God is greater than all our sin.
One: 	 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All:  	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!
	             
*Passing the Peace       
You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience 
as forgiven people. As we enter flu season, we encourage you to participate 
in “touch free” passing of the peace. As you greet one another, rather than 
shaking hands, place your hands together in an attitude of prayer.
One to another: 	 The peace of Christ be with you.
Response: 	 And also with you.

*GLORIA 
(8:00) #579 in the Hymnal    Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

(9:30/11:00) #576 in the Hymnal     Gloria, Gloria
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!

PROCLAIMING

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

(9:30/11:00) OLD TESTAMENT Lesson                Psalm 138 (O.T., p. 577)
				              	
ANTHEM    Thank You, God     	       Words and music by Grace Jones

Thank you God, for your gifts so caring, plenty for us, and more for sharing.
Good seeds, good earth, warm days and nights; Raindrops, sunshine make 
conditions just right for bountiful harvests of food of all features, to take care 
of us and all of God’s creatures.

Alleluia Choir
		

NEW TESTAMENT Lesson  	          (8:00) Colossians 2:6-12 (N.T., p. 200)
 				          (9:30/11:00) Luke 17:11-19 (N.T., p. 80)
Leader:		 The word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
The children through grade five may be seated at the foot of the chancel steps to 
meet with one of the pastors.

*HYMN 555     Now Thank We All Our God          Nun Danket Alle Gott
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Sermon       
	 (8:00) A Dry Martini
	 (9:30/11:00)  Nine Kinds of No Thank You

RESPONDING

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
      everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
   The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
      sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
      and binds us together with all believers
      in the one body of Christ, the church.
   The same Spirit
      who inspired the prophets and apostles
      rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
      engages us through the Word proclaimed,
      claims us in the waters of baptism,
      feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
      and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
   In a broken and fearful world
   the Spirit gives us courage
      to pray without ceasing,
      to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
      to unmask idolatries in church and culture,
      to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
      and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
   In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
      we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
        and to live holy and joyful lives.

From A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 1983

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS	  
	
ANTHEM    An Anthem, for Thanksgiving       		      William Billings

O praise the Lord of heaven; praise him in the height; praise him in the depth. 
O praise the Lord of heaven; praise him all ye angels; praise Jehovah. Praise 
him, sun and moon and blazing comets, praise the Lord. Let them praise the 
name of the Lord for he spake the word and all were made; he commanded and 
they were created. Admire, adore. Ye dragons whose contagious breath people 
the dark abodes of death, change your dire hissings into heavenly songs, and 
praise your maker with your forked tongues. O praise the Lord of heaven. Fire, 
hail, and snow, wind and storms, beasts and cattle, creeping insects, flying 
fowls, kings and princes, men and angels, praise the Lord, Jew and Gentile, 
male and female, bond and free, earth and heaven, land and water, praise the 
Lord; young men and maids, old men and babes, praise the Lord. Join creation 
preservation, and redemption, join in one, no exemption nor dissention, one 
invention and intention reigns through the whole: to praise the Lord. Hal-
lelujah, praise the Lord. 

*DOXOLOGY (#592 in the Hymnal)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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(8:00) THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
See Communion Liturgy Card
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

SENDING

*HYMN 559       We Gather Together  				       Kremser

*BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE     Hallelujah, Praise the Lord.          William Billings 

 (9:30/11:00) VOLUNTARY        Festival March  	   by Carl Goldmark, 
						         arranged by Vernon Leidig

Presbyterian Orchestra________________________________________________________________      
The Prayer Team is available, for those desiring  prayer, in the Hillegonds Chapel, 

to the right of the piano, following the 9:30 worship service.

	 THE PREACHER at the 8:00 a.m. worship service is the Reverend Jim 
Monnett. The preacher at the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m worship services is the 
Reverend Lawrence W. Farris. The preacher at the 5:45 p.m. worship service 
is the Reverend Brewster H. Gere. 
	 PARTICIPATING in the worship services are the Reverend Julie Marks 
at 8:00 a.m., the Reverends Matthew Nickel and Melissa Anne Rogers, and 
Resident Minister Jenny McDevitt at 9:30 a.m., the Reverends Matthew 
Nickel and Sarah Wiles at 11:00 a.m., and Resident Minister  Jenny McDevitt 
at 5:45 p.m.
	 THE ORGANIST is Carol Muehlig. 
	 THE CHANCEL CHOIR CONDUCTOR is Susan Boggs. 
	 THE PRESBYTERIAN ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR is Gerald Leck-
rone.
	 THE ALLELUIA CHOIR CONDUCTOR is Grace Jones.
	 THE READERS are Nancy Briggs at 8:00 a.m.; Scott Ellis at 9:30 a.m.; 
and Erin Alexandra Wilson at 11:00 a.m.
	 THE GREETERS at 9:30 a.m. are Jerry and Lorna Prescott and Howard 
Parker. The greeters at 11:00 a.m. are John and Dawn Pankopf and Laura 
Berg. 	
	 THE PRAYER TEAM MEMBERS are Jim Clark and Nancy Janz 
Clark.
	 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in loving memory of Wilder 
W. Woods Sr., by his family: Esther Woods Holmes, their children, their 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
	 THE ROSEBUD WELCOMES Claire Elizabeth Steinbrecher, born 
October 25, 2009, daughter of Patti and Robert Steinbrecher, sister of Katie 
Steinbrecher, and granddaughter of Susan and Paul Steinbrecher. 

Today’s Events	
	 WORSHIP is at 8:00 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
	 OFFICER TRAINING FOR THE CLASS OF 2013: New Elders- and 
Deacons-elect meet from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. in the Lewis Room, for officer 
training.
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	 CHURCH SCHOOL meets today at 9:30 a.m. for crib-12th grade and at 
11:00 a.m. for crib-5th grade. Youth “Munch and Mingle” and Sunday school 
for sixth through twelfth graders meet at 9:20 a.m. in Monteith Hall.  
 		 ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES: 
		  At 9:30 a.m. in the French Room/Library, Ed Koster continues his 
in-depth discussion of the Bible. The class is currently studying the book of 
Matthew. Everyone is welcome to attend!
		  At 11:00 a.m. in the Lewis Room, Bruce Martin, new director of the 
Ecumenical Center and International Residence (ECIR), will present “Three 
Months at the Helm of ECIR.”
	 FIRST COUPLES meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Curtis Room to watch the 
DVD, Books of the Bible: Abraham, Sarah and Hagar.
	 FIRST SINGLES meets at 11:00 a.m. in the Curtis Room. Today, First 
Singles members Laura, Cereita, and Carol Lee will discuss “Women in the 
Bible” and relate their experiences to the theme of Thanksgiving. 
	 The 2009 All-Church Advent Study will have two dozen ex-
tra books available for those who missed the book order deadline.  Please 
sign up and leave your payment at the church office.  After the two dozen 
extras are sold, you are encouraged to visit www.amazon.com to purchase 
a book.  Any books not purchased by Nov. 29 will be returned -- so reserve 
your copy today!
	 BUY GIFT CARDS TO SUPPORT THE YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
to rehab homes in Norfolk, Virginia in the summer of 2010. The gift 
cards are from Lands End ($25 or $100), Main Street Ventures which 
includes Gratzi, Palios, etc. ($25), and Borders ($25) and will be avail-
able for purchase during coffee hour today and December 6.  Cards can 
also be purchased from Rev. Jim Monnett and Craig Blogin, Chair of 
the Youth Education Mission Committee. Questions? Contact Rev. Jim 
Monnett at 662-4466, ext. 20, or jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org.	
	 THE ANNUAL BOY SCOUT TROOP 7 WREATH SALE will be 
held today, November 29, and December 6, between worship services 
in the Social Hall. Wreaths are 25 inches in diameter and are $25 each. 
Stop by and get your greenery!	
	 FIRST PRES FOLKS IN QUAD B are invited to the Annual Quad B 
Potluck Brunch in the Social Hall today following the 11:00 a.m. service. The 
deacons will provide main dish casseroles; please bring fruit, a vegetable dish, 
salad, bread, or dessert to share. Meet others that live in your Quadrant! 	
	 RADIO WORSHIP service is at 11:00 a.m., on WAAM (1600 AM) and 
on WAAM’s website, waamannarbor.com. 
	Pr omises, our group for specially-abled adults, will meet today 
at 5:30 p.m. to attend the 5:45 worship service.
	 CAMPUS MINISTRY MEAL:  Students, join us in the Curtis Room 
after the 5:45 p.m. worship service, for the Sunday evening meal. 

	 Announcements
	Steward ship Update: Thank you to all who came forward last 
Sunday, November 15, and to those who sent in advanced pledges, to pro-
vide for the continued operation and ministries of First Presbyterian Church.  
As of November 17, $831,792 has been pledged by 290 pledging units.  This 
compares with $1,036,702 from 401 pledging units in 2008 at this time.  For 
those who have not pledged yet, please prayerfully consider your “grateful 
giving” for doing the work God has called us to do. - Barry Johnson, Chair, 
Stewardship and Endowment Committee
	 JOY OFFERING TO BE TAKEN ON DECEMBER 6: The Christmas 
Joy Offering has been a Presbyterian tradition for more than 70 years. As 
we celebrate the unity of God’s family through Jesus Christ, we remember 
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and celebrate persons in our community of faith in a tangible way. Whether 
helping deserving youth obtain an education or meeting the needs of active 
and retired servants of the church, we give to the Christmas Joy Offering in 
thanksgiving and hope. Fifty percent of the receipts to the Christmas Joy Of-
fering are distributed to the  Board of Pensions for assistance programs that 
provide support to retired and active church workers and their spouses and 
families. The other fifty percent supports Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
education through the General Assembly Council. Please give generously.
	 PURCHASE A POINSETTIA in honor or memory of a loved one. 
Poinsettias will be in worship December 13, 20, and 24, and delivered by 
our deacons afterward to those who are sick, shut-in, and grieving. The cost 
is $10, checks may be made out to First Presbyterian Church with poinset-
tia on the memo line. Please sign up in the Church Office. The deadline is 
December 8.
	 Youth News: MIDS – will not meet on Wednesday, November 25, 
Happy Thanksgiving! High Schoolers – Keystones will not meet today. but 
will meet on November 29 (Thanksgiving weekend). 
	 THE STEPHEN MINISTRY CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM, 
a discussion of the book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart, by Kenneth 
Haugk, will begin Monday, November 23, and continue Monday, December 
7, from 7:00 to 7:45 p.m., in the Youth Room. Refreshments will be served. 
The congregation is invited to attend. 
	 ORDINATION OF RESIDENT MINISTER JENNY MCDEVITT: 
Pending a successful final examination before the Detroit Presbytery on 
November 24, Resident Minister Jenny McDevitt will be ordained here 
at First Presbyterian Church on November 29, at 3:00 p.m. Frances Taylor 
Gench, professor of New Testament at Union Theological Seminary and 
Presbyterian School of Christian Education, will preach at the ordination 
service.  Some of Jenny’s friends and family will be in attendance, and the 
Residency and Candidates Committee will host a reception afterwards.  All 
are invited to attend and join in the celebration!
	 WATCH YOUR PURSES! There have been some recent thefts of purses 
and other valuables here at church. Please be sure to keep your purses, 
laptops, and other valuables with you or put safely away at all times.
 	 THE PHILIPPINES TASK FORCE IS COLLECTING FABRIC 
(light-weight) including curtains, spreads, and new fabric remnants, 
for a livelihood project in the Philippines. A marked donation box will 
be in the hallway by the Church Office through the end of November.
	 The Task Force purchased sewing machines for the Community 
Center in Dumaguete, where sewing instruction is provided and a small 
rental fee is charged for time on the machine. Residents make products 
that are sold at the marketplace.  Questions? Contact Chris Larson at 
769-9587.	
	 Fourth Sunday Potluck IS ACTUALLY THE FIFTH SUNDAY 
this month! All in the church are welcome to come on November 29 after the 
11:00 a.m. worship for lunch. There is no sponsor for this month’s potluck, 
so Thanksgiving leftovers would be greatly welcome! Bring leftover turkey, 
stuffing or a stress-free side dish and, starting at noon in the Social Hall, enjoy 
the fellowship of church friends, choir members, and staff.
 	 The Family-to-Family Christmas Program begins next 
Sunday, November 29. Consider “adopting” a local family or individual 
in need by providing them with Christmas gifts, or consider making a 
contribution using the special pew envelopes starting next Sunday.  Sign-
up to adopt families will be in the Social Hall between and after morning 
services on November 29, December 6 and December 13, or contact Julie 
Morrison at 668-0420, or morrisons@comcast.net, for more information. 
Be sure to look for details in next Sunday’s bulletin.



7

	 HILLTOPPERS, SIGN UP FOR MONDAY MOVIE MORNING in 
the Church Office. We will be watching Juno, November 30, at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Lewis Room. Bring a bag lunch - drinks and dessert provided. 
	 LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY: Save the date! The week of No-
vember 30 through December 6 marks First Presbyterian’s third host week 
of the year at Alpha House, a shelter for Washtenaw County families located 
on Ann Arbor’s West Side on Jackson Road. The Alpha House Task Force 
is seeking volunteers to sign up for evening or weekend babysitting, meal 
making and overnight stays. Look for the sign-up poster in the Social Hall 
or Welcome Center, or contact Nancy Vander Kuyl (nanspan@gmail.com, 
741-1814), Barb Ladewski (bladewski@gmail.com, 994-9189), or talk with 
other task force members listed here:  Lucie Audette, Anne Gere, Amanda 
Hughes, Catherine Kendall, Wendy Rampson-Gage.  We welcome new task 
force members, so please contact us if you are interested in joining this local 
mission group. 	
	 Usher in the season at Advent Happening on Satur-
day, December 5, in the Social Hall from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Bring the 
whole family to enjoy making crafts and gifts that help us understand 
the meaning of the season.  Childcare is provided for infants through 
age two. 
	 HELP US HANG THE GREENS! The Worship Committee invites 
everyone in the congregation to join them on Saturday, December 5, for 
the annual hanging of the greens! Starting at 10:00 a.m., we will decorate 
the church for the holidays and share in the spirit of the Advent season 
together. Donuts and cider will be available. 
	 MISSION MARKETPLACE RETURNS on Sunday, December 6, be-
tween worship services. (Note: there will be no Saturday times this year.) All 
our international mission groups will have items for sale from the countries 
they serve. Do your Christmas shopping and support our mission initia-
tives! Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more details.
	 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PARENT INFORMATION MEETING will 
be held at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, December 6, in Monteith Hall. At this meeting, 
you will learn more details about costumes and rehearsal schedules. The 
family Christmas Eve pageant and worship service will be presented by the 
children of the congregation at 3:00 p.m. on December 24.
	 IT’S TIME TO MAKE THE PANCAKES! The Sixth Annual Old 
Fashioned Pancake Supper for Students will happen from 10:00 p.m. 
to midnight on Monday, December 14. Hundreds of students come 
to First Pres for a delicious pancake supper on the last day of classes 
of the fall term. We give them a taste of First Pres hospitality, food for 
their spirits and for their bodies to help them study for final exams.  
	 Want to volunteer? Help pass out invitations to the neighborhood 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 13. Set up tables and 
decorate the Social Hall from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 
14. Help out the team that cooks, one that serves, one that greets, one 
that takes pictures, one that distributes study snacks/desserts in the 
dining room, or the team of “nightowls” that cleans up.  
	 If you are unable to work but want to be a donor for the milk, the 
eggs, or the biscuits, for example, that’s appreciated too. Join us for good 
fellowship, lots of fun, a chance to see the campus ministry in action 
and a chance to contribute to this important ministry of the church! To 
donate or volunteer, call Ginny Rezmierski, 971-6221, or send email to 
ver@umich.edu.   
	 CAMPUS MINISTRY Mid-week worship is held Tuesdays at 
9:00 p.m., at the Michigan Union in the Anderson Room. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Julie Marks at 662-4466, ext. 14.
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A Stephen Ministry 
Congregation

The Staff of First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor can be reached by calling the 
Church Office at (734) 662-4466. 
Pastoral and Program Staff :
Reverend Lawrence W. Farris, Interim Pastor 
Reverend Brewster H. Gere, Exec. Associate Pastor 
	 and Coord. of the Lilly Residency Program
Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Dir. of Pastoral Care 
Lilly Resident Ministers 
	 Jenny McDevitt 
	 Reverend Sarah Wiles
	 Reverend Matthew Nickel
Susan Boggs, Music Director 
Carol Muehlig, Assoc. Music Director/Organist 
Deborah MacVey, Director of Children’s 
	 Education and Family Ministries
Reverend Jim Monnett, Director of Youth Ministry 
Reverend Julie Marks, Director of Campus Ministry 
Campus Ministry Interns 
	 Scott Ellis
	 Erin Wilson
Martine Blogin, Parish Nurse 

Administrative Staff: 
Jennifer Sansbury, Exec. Administrative 
	 Assistant 
Michael Wright, Maintenance/Repair
	 Manager
Debbie Evett, Church Office Manager
Berether Hill, Church Office Associate
John Sampselle, Finance Administrator
Lois Nissly, Finance Assistant
Jill Crabtree, Communications Manager
Mary Jones, Children’s Education and
	 Communications Assistant
Patti Hockstad, Wedding Assistant

		 Praying the Psalms prayer group meets Wednesday evenings at 
5:00 p.m. Pew cards with prayer requests may be completed and put in the 
offering plate. Members and visitors are welcome to join at any time.

Calendar for November 23-28
Monday:
	 Body and Soul, 9:30 a.m., Curtis Room   
	 Liturgical Dance Rehearsal, noon, Monteith Hall
	 Tech Committee, 7:00 p.m., Vance Room
	 Stewardship Committee, 7:00 p.m., Founders Room
	 Stephen Ministry Supervision, 7:00 p.m., Rooms 101, 102, Youth Room
	 Boy Scouts, 7:30 p.m., Social Hall
	 Sanctus Ringers, 7:30 p.m., Room 403
TUESDAY:
	 Prayer Group, 7:30 a.m., Founders Room
	 ESL, 1:00 p.m., Rooms 101, 102, 104, Youth Room
	 Evangelism Committee, 7:00 p.m., Vance Room
	 Congregational Self-study Group, 7:00 p.m., French Room/Library
	 Campus Ministry Mid-week Worship, 9:00 p.m., Anderson Room, 
		  Michigan Union
WEDNESDAY: 
	 PW Coordinating Team, 9:30 a.m., Vance Room
	 Wednesday Night Meal, 3:00-7:15 p.m. (volunteers), 
		  5:30 (meal), Delonis Center
	 Delonis Greeting Card Program, 5:00 p.m., Delonis Center
	 Praying the Psalms, 5:00 p.m., Lewis Room
THURSDAY:  Thanksgiving Day
	 Building Closed
FRIDAY: 
	 Building Closed
SATURDAY: 
	 Bob Frick Memorial Service, 1:00 p.m., Monteith Hall



What is a fellowship group?  
It is a group of 6-12 folks who meet about 
twice a month in homes or at church to 
study the Bible together, pray for one another and share their ideas, 
concerns, laughter, and sometimes, food!  Through studying God’s 
word together group members connect Biblical text with their lives.  
They build relationships with each other that stand the test of time 
and trials.  Sometimes they go together to work at a service project.  
Sometimes they get together for a purely social activity like a game 
night or going to a concert together. 
 

Read what participants in First Pres fellowship groups 
have to say about their experiences:   

“Our fellowship group has allowed my faith to become an 
everyday reality with the support and friendship of people 
who live their faith. The value is priceless and a true gift 
from God.” 

"The fellowship group is a fun and enjoyable way to get 
connected with others in the church. We have thought-
provoking conversations about our faith as we discuss the 
biblical texts. Our group is extremely diverse in terms of 
beliefs and backgrounds, and I believe that this diversity 
is what makes the group so special." 

“Fellowship Group is important to me because it reflects 
the Christian life here on earth. These people are like family, 
are best friends, and are walking the walk that helps keep 
me focused.”
 
"Through my own thinking and through others' sharing, 
fellowship group gives me the opportunity to let the word 
of God nourish and question me about my present faith, at-
titude, relationships, etc. in a very respectful, warm, trusting 
and supportive atmosphere.” 
 
“The more I engage with it, the more the Word becomes 
wonderfully alive." 

“As we have reached out to each other to share the joys 
and sorrows of births and deaths, marriages and divorces, 
recovering health and life-threatening sickness - and we 
have attempted to make sense of these experiences in the 
light of reading God's Word together - we have felt God's 
hand working in His world and in all of our lives in very 
special ways.” 

 
 

 



How is the fellowship group ministry run at First Pres? 
Last year, there were six fellowship groups started at First Pres, involv-
ing 65 participants. We hope to add new groups every year to help us 
grow in faith and fellowship. Each group is facilitated by trained lay 
leaders, and the curriculum is chosen by the group, with the help of 
the facilitators. Groups meet at a time and place chosen by the group 
itself. 

 Are you interested in being part of 
a Fellowship Group? 

Complete this form and drop it off in the Church Office, or leave 
it in the designated box at the Welcome Center. If you have ques-
tions or would like further information, please feel free to contact 
Rhonda Sizemore at rlsizemore@sbcglobal.net., or Olivier Jolliet at 
ojolliet@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________ 

I am interested in a    ___ daytime group   ____evening group 

I could be available to join a group on:  

		  ____ Monday

		  ____Tuesday
	
		  ____Wednesday

		  ____Thursday

		  ____Friday

 		  ____Saturday

		  ____ Sunday 

____ I would like to visit a fellowship group to see what it’s like. 


